
    LILY VOIP 
    RG-50.154.0039 (recorded 1989 in Florida) 
 
 Lily was born in Rakvere, Estonia, the only child of a retired seaman and his younger 
wife. They were Lutheran, but not religious. In 1939 the Russians overran Estonia; she stopped 
going to school and stayed home. Then the Germans took over Estonia in July 1941 and stayed 
until 1944.  Lily talks about her whole town having to go into the fields and pick up the corpses 
of slain Russian soldiers. 
 Lily describes herself as very outspoken and critical of the Germans. As a result, she and 
her father were arrested. She stayed a month in a dungeon like prison with no beds. She was 
then sent to a work camp surrounded by barbed wire Her father was sent to a camp near 
Tallinn where he stayed for 2 years. 
 Lily describes life in that camp near Rakvere— the lice, lack of food, beatings. Many 
people hung themselves. She said that all the guards were Estonian not German. After 6 
months she was sent out into the fields where she worked in the fields, peeled potatoes in the 
kitchen and cleaned houses. She describes in detail her resolve to remain firm. She also 
describes the long-term history of the conflict between the Russian and German influence in 
Estonia. 
 Lily was released in 1942 and walked to her home about 50 miles away. Her father came 
home after 2 years in pretty good condition. Lily was afraid of the coming of the Russians again, 
so she left Estonia, walked to Latvia and then took a boat to Holland. After the end of the war 
she went to live in a DP camp, Hanau, outside Frankfort. She stayed there until she left for the 
US in 1951.  She was married in 1948 and worked for an American family in Hanau. She talks 
about the repatriation of people, but said that most people who would go back to Russian held 
areas did not want to go back into a communist country.   Lily, her husband and 2 children 
landed in San Francisco and worked at a chicken ranch. They lived in various places until they 
moved to Florida. 
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