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WILLIAM McCONAHEY 

Born 5/8/16 Pittsburgh, PA. Graduated Harvard Medical School 1942. Active service began 7/17/43. 
Became Battalion Surgeon, 3rd Battalion, 337th Infantry. Shipped to UK 3/44 and trained there for D-Day. 
Landed on Utah Beach 6/8/44, D+2. Set up 32 men aid group and moved through Normandy, joining 
Patton’s 3rd Army advancing past Paris and on to Metz, where the advance stalled. Wounded picked up 
by litter bearing jeeps and brought back to his aid station for triage before being moved behind the 
lines. Of the 32 in his group, 21 were lost during the war. After the line at Metz was breached, he moved 
on through Germany across the Rhine past Coblenz. Then moved north and east past Frankfurt into 
Czechoslovakia. 

 

Unit liberated concentration camp at Flossenbürg. Originally 15,000 in camp but by 4/45 only 1500 left 
as rest marched by Germans to Dachau. Jews and political prisoners in the camp. He saw the small cart 
railway that ran through the camp to deliver bodies to the crematorium. Prisoners still burning bodies as 
he arrived as prisoners dying “right and left” and needed to be disposed of for sanitary reasons. 
Prisoners who disposed of bodies were like “zombies” and often were thrown in the oven after working 
for a while. Prisoners worked 6 days a week and were often tortured and beaten on the 7th day. Sixteen-
year-old prisoner described beatings at morning lineup and forced cleaning of latrines by hand. At the 
hospital, the SS doctor performed experiments on the “patients.” He later caught typhus from them and 
died. Admiral Wilhelm Franz Canaris, Hitler’s one-time intelligence chief and Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
Protestant theologian were imprisoned there. At Nuremburg trial story revealed that on Christmas Eve 
1944, Germans held a “party” for the prisoners in Flossenbürg and decorated the Christmas tree with 
the bodies of 15 US Army paratroopers. McConahey and other medical workers unable to save many of 
the prisoners as they could not eat (atrophic stomachs). He saw the torture room where prisoners were 
hung by thumbs, beaten and then shot. After the war ended, he went to Dachau, saw the 6 crematoria, 
piles of bones and the torture rooms, where, among others, the Hitler assassination plotters were 
tortured and killed. He felt the war was a crusade to stamp out Nazism after fighting his way across 
Europe through the camps and seeing what he saw. 
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