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     Brenda Senders was born in a small town in the Ukraine. This town was ~ 
Poland before 1939. The town population was 20,000 and 6000 Jews lived in 
this town and all of the Jews perished in the war. She lived in Poland and 
went to Hebrew school before the war. She was 14 in 1939 when the Germans and 
Soviets spit the country; Brenda was on the Soviet side. 
In 1941 when the Germans attacked the Soviets, her town was taken over. There 
was much pressure put on the Jews to move immediately into the ghetto. 
Surrounding the ghetto was a picket fence which was the border for those 
living inside. The family lived in a house in the ghetto that had three small 
rooms. To these three rooms, 16 people were crammed in to live. 
She lived for one year in the ghetto. One day the ghetto was surrounded by 
German soldiers. Everyone was told the next day to go to the gate with a 
single bag with your belongings. Brenda's mother told her to go into hiding. 
She resisted, but finally did leave and hide in her uncle's barn. There was a 
double wall with a small opening that you could hide in. There were 11 people 
in this hiding spot. A few days later the youths in the ghetto tried uprising 
and they attempted to burn down the ghetto. All that happened was that more 
soldiers came into the village. One day later one of the people in the hiding 
spot left for the ghetto and came back and told everyone that they had to go 
back to the ghetto. The Germans were transporting the village and if they 
found anyone in hiding, they would be immediately killed. 
Brenda left the barn and met up with her family in the town square. A drunken 
soldier was calling out the names, alphabetically, and telling them what 
groups to go into. These groups were taken away to concentration camps. The 
camp she went to was in a valley. Surrounding the camp was a double barbed 
wire fence and also German soldiers on top of a hill, armed with  
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machine guns. The camp consisted of three barracks and the facilities were 
meager: the men's and women's toilets were opposite each other and neither one 
had a door on it. The camp consisted of small towns moved here. Brenda's town 
of 6000 had been brought there one day before she arrived. 
     Brenda told an interesting story of a courageous young girlfriend of hers 
who approached a German soldier. AS he saw her he was bewildered because his 
daughter was her age. The soldier told the two girls to run, but they knew it 
was hopeless. Brenda's mother and the others were able to bribe a soldier to 
get them some water. They bribed him with gold trinkets they might have brought 
in with them (ie. wedding rings...) When the soldier was gone Brenda and some 
others were able to cut through the barbed wire and escape. As Brenda was 
running over the wire her mother saw her and tossed her little sister over the 
fence. 
 
 
They ran off into the woods about 3/4 mile to the house of some good family 
friends. The mother gave them some water and food. srenda and her sister went 
outside and saw the husband and his friends, and they were shocked at the sight 
of the two girls. With this they left to the woods and they met up with a group 
of people who were surprised that she was Jewish since she did not look it. The 
leader of the group took her in because he knew her father. 
In the middle of the video Brenda told an interesting story about a teacher in 
a village during the war that was promoting the children to go to school. Many 
found this suspicious because in a time of murder and famine, school is not as 
high on the list. This teacher wanted to get all of the children to school on 
the same day. It turned out that he was a spy for the Germans and when all the 
children were together, they were to be killed. 
Later, Brenda joined up with the partisans. She agreed with what they stood for 
and was willing to fight the Germans. She found someone that she could trust to 
look after her sister and went off to fight. The partisans were responsible for 
derailing some trains, and when the German soldiers would go out to fix the  
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rails, they would be shot by the partisans. The group of partisans grew when 
she was involved with them: from 500 to 1750 people. From here Brenda tells 
some incredible stories about her involvement with the partisans and some 
incredibly courageous acts she performed. She was only 17 at the time (it 
being 1942). 
 
 
     One incidence was when the general of the partisans told them to go to a 
village which had been taken by the Germans, half of it was burning at the 
time. AS they were leaving the village, after much fighting, she discovered 
that she had forgotten her bullet belt (an act she could be court-martialed 
for). Alone, Brenda had to go back into the German occupied part of the 
village and retrieve the belt. Needless to say, she made it back to the 
others safely. She told of some other incidents with the partisans which are 
rather mind-boggling. 
    After the war Brenda found her sister and her uncle and in the beginning 
of 1952 she came to the US. Today she is married and has three children. One 
notable fact is that she has a book which has the pictures of everyone who 
perished in the war in their town.  
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