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Summary 
 
David Michell, of Toronto, born in China in 1933 to missionary parents describes: his parents 
moving to China from Adelaide, Australia in 1930, their first assignment to Shaanxi Province, 
and his early memories from about 1938 in Shanghai, and then Guiyang (Guizhou Province); 
hiding in the hills during the Japanese invasion; being separated from his parents and in 1939 
sent with his sister, by ship via Haiphong, Vietnam, to school in Chifu; remaining at the school 
through 1941; on December 8, 1941 following the attack on Pearl Harbor, Japanese soldiers 
taking over the school complex, announcing that they were at war, and temporarily arresting 
the school headmaster; boys and girls being removed from the school property in November 
1942 and taken to gender-segregated camps, thus being separated from his sister; classes 
continuing in the camp; having weekly visits with his sister; receiving kind treatment from a 
new camp commandant; being moved by ship via Qingdao in September 1943 to an already 
existing camp in Wei Shin [PH]; attending regular classes with excellent teachers and having a 
full religious life in the camp; a friend being accidentally electrocuted when he touched an 
electrified fence; news being smuggled into the camp and, in early 1945, gaining a sense that 
Japan was losing the war; rumor in August 1945 that the war was over; seven U.S. soldiers 
parachuting into the camp and the gates being opened; arriving in Qingdao and staying at the 
Edgewater Hotel; being taken to Hong Kong, receiving word from the Red Cross that his parents 
were already back in Australia; being taken by ship to Sydney and being greeted by his father; 
returning to Adelaide and being united with his mother and younger brother and sister, whom 
he had never seen. 
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