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INTERVIEWER NOTES:

v, . .Joseph was born in 1920 in “?Calozney?, Hungary...in his
rhildhood his parents were not especially Drthodox .. .they were
Jionistically inclined. He lived there until the war broke out and stayed
there throughtout the first parts of the war and he was eventually sent to
a work camp where he repaired automobiles. He says that he describes his
life as pretty ordinary and said that he actually got away with a lot of
uif hecause the Hungarian guy that was in charge really despised the
Germans, and tried to save them.

When the war broke out and the Germans came to Hunrary at that point
he escapad ove the border into Russia where he eventually signed up with

the Czech army and fought there. As for Vera Eden, she grew up in

1

F

"Munknch? and...was invoived in the Zionist movement there, too, and was
born in 19%7...and then after the war, the two of them met later on in
Israel . Both of them decided to go to Falestine. They went to Falestine
hecause they were brought up a Zionist and that was their intentions all
along. And he came to Falestine and worked as a...500ial worker and
eventually achieving a position of being in charge of 250 workers, a
pretty good Job. 4nd she was a teacher. She actually had come a fittle
sariier in 1947....they met after the war and got married. Their first two
children were born in Israel. He was z tank gunner 1n the 19%3& Tinaudible-

-

campaign? and then they actually came for a visit for 2 years to America,

figuring that they were young, they would do alright, and that visit

-+
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Five years, six years, the truth was, that the reason that she didn’t
return as she admits, that was because she was afraid. GShe was afraid of
the army for her children. She felt that with three boys it was a real
chance to live in Israel. So she stayed. What happened to her sons? Her
oldest and youngest son are both lawyers. One from Syracuse and the other
one from Florida. Her middie son is an interesting case. A very, very
=mart National Merit schoiar, but who decided that he wanted to be
independent and do his thing. His counter—-culture response is to become a
mailman. Which he is in New England. He‘s now a New England mailman, 2ven
though he wan a National Mer:it Scholarship...Jewish parents are not happy
t their boys are not married, but, they say that their children are
close to their family, and they like them pretty much. So, so much for
that.

When they came to America, Lhey had friends and they basically hung
out with the pesople from their own hRometown. From other social circies
they had, — they didn’t hang around too much with Americans, because they
didn‘t feel that they had a Tot in common with americans. Talk about
bazeball, or whatever the case might have been. When they came to America,
they came by plane, uneventful ...thev had visas...they came in 1938. At
fipst they lived in Cimcinnati and two other olaces before finally coming

o Mew York. And they moved a vear 2ago from Mew York because of the family

business...to be near the business and that’s been important to them...
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When it came to the guestion of religion, one of them doesn’t believe

in religion, one of them does. Actually, neither of them really believe in

religion. They joined a synagogue only for (inaudible? congregate?)
reasons. They believe that it’s kind of hard to accept all that stuft.
Both cases, Joel’s entire family, brother, sister and parents were killed.
Her brother survived the war, VYera’s brother lives in Israel...(they were
7ionist) ... They made a point that they wouldn’t go see a psychiartrist or
a psychologist. Because it’s not something that you go for help. They
(inaudible) have this idea that you help gach other. That was their
attitude. They had nightmares sometimes, but they (inaudible-7handled?) 1t

fgr the most part...that’s pretty much it."

END OF SIDE ONE. TAFE ONE.
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“In America, how many people would you say exist in this group of
yours, - these close friends, how big is your group?"

“Saven...we have the Hungarian group, we have a Hebrew group,
{Inaudibie)...”

"The groups are related in your case according, to Israel, your
hometown, home country, school and famiiy."

“And friends...50 years ago...we are meeting maybe 2% years, every
year at least three times a year...from my... Hebrew High School..."
"You get together three times a year.'

“At least three times a year. ( inaudibie}...”

"...in homes...what do vou taik about?"

"Wa tallk about all kinds of probiems. (VE: About politics, about
those days...about the good old days, about the bad old days,
(inaudible?...it is completely different, you know, we never talk
about football, or for baseball.”

"Byt you don‘t talk about soccer sither?®!

"Cometimes, but very rarely. We played soccer, I played soccer.”
“When you say you talk about the old times, do vou talk about what
this teacher was 1ike?"

"Yes, about what the teacher was 1ike, {VE: about ‘nostagiia’ j the
iind of entertainment that we had, how we chased the giris, how we
went swimming, you know, and...about Israel, we talked sbout our

politic=. For or against ...
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"It doesn’t make a difference, in your friendship circle, if someons
was to the Left...the Right...your friendships are not based on that?"
“Mo...we talk a lot of politics...but it doesn’t break up the
group...we might have some strong discussions...but it won’t break up
the group.”

“What about synagogues?"

“Synagogues have a much less role in our 1ife than the American. -
Why? Because ...(VJ: In Israel, you know what the situation is,

most of the people are not Orthodox)... - the synagogue was not the
center...I’m not defending it. It took us years to join a
synagogue...now we are members. But it took time to change. But the
synagogue was something that was - first of all, it was hostile to our
thinking, to the Zionist movement. The synagogue, in most of the
cases, was hostile. Tfou got two kinds of synagogues in middle
Europe...first the rabbi’‘s, the chassidic ones...it was very far trom
us, although we were very good friends..."

"You have people in vour circle now who are Hasidim?®"

“] have on the phone...and they are very good friends of mine. And
they live in Boro Fark and they live in Monsey and in those places...”
“_..to me, it seems...that vou have in incredibly strong aroup life,
that vou continued here.”

“T grew up. I say always, ‘In a tribe.’”

"and you stayed in it."

“In a very close-knit tribe.”

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“and this hetped you survive the loss of your family...these people
became your family."

"That’s right...(JE showing pictures: ...here‘s a Hasid. We have
nothing in common, and - another thing, we have no differentiation in
term of education. We have, some of these people have very, very
primitive. - Very, very...)"

"You didn‘t go to school with these people, how did you know them?"
v .we are from the same village and we became friends only after the
war. Before the war, we had nothing to do with them...we knew them
from the street.”

"But yet there’s a feeling, a strong feeling, of having something in
common with them, even if their values are different. Did vour
feelings...about religion in any way change as a result of the war,
when you thought about why this happened?”

“No...(linaudible) ...l wasn‘t a religious person before the war, and
éti]] not. [ wouldn‘t say that I'm a religious person.”

"Iy you believe in G-d?"

“1 have some doubt.”

v ..do vou believe in some abstract Being?”

i
]

Udhat I believe, that Jewish peoplie we have to b2long somewhera.
And., in many respect, the synagogue in this country took over a few
functions that we had in Europe. For sxample, a political function.

1 think that without a synagogue, and the political - my thought is of
the synagogue, Israel wouldn’t exist...(inaudible-3 biiiion
doitar?...; and ...the moral support that the American give to Israel.

The synagogue and the Jewish people here have something to do with

-t . '.l . . . .
s is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“Go this ALONE, will be enough for me to support it. That in
addition to this (inaudible) the only organization that it is really,
to do something about Jewish education. This is where Jews get
together, we support when we hear things what‘s going on, so I

have a certain respect to the synagogue, even if I am not a religious
person. But I think that it should exist, it has a legitimate purpose
and a good purpose that I am supporting, wholeheartedly."

"How do vou feel?"

"Well, you know already, that I wouldn’t say that without the
synagogues Israel wouldn’t exist, it is a far-fetched...(JE: It may
be a little far—fetched, but certainly not - .)."

“But vou belong to the synagogues for social rEaASONS . 6"

“Yeg, for sake of belonging, for sake of identity, for the sake of
supporting the Jewish life and organization.”

“You belonged to a Conservative temple in Jericho..."

“Yes...out it took us about 10 - 15 years before we joined...we felt
the Americanization...”

w,,.could yvou beiong to a Reform tempie...?"

"M, ..- but, I didn’t think about it. But, I could do that too. 1
pelisve that all three are doing, has the same goals, in ditferent
way, getting to it. (JE: We have kosher. Juwr kitchen is kosher, but
mavbe not because I believe that I will go to Heaven because I have a
Losher, we want to recreate the kind of atmosphere for our children,
and for ourself that we had at home. (inaudible)...but outside I will
sat aimost everything, except that I won’t =at chazzer, I won‘t =at

shrimp, anything that is not kosher...anvthing that is pbviously not

| - . : - " . .
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“Again, not because of retigious reasons, that 6~-d will punish me, but
that - it doesn‘t fit into my way of life.”

"Would you say that this is true of most of vour friends?!

“No,...many of them feel differently...there were people who came from
the same background that became very religious. There are others who
are trying to get away from their Jewishness completely. BEut if this
happen, I don‘t want anything to do with them...and I know people from
both ends. We are good friends with both, I don’t agree with them,
but - they still are our friends. (inaudible) It‘s very difficult to
judge peopie according to your ouwn values. You know? And we are not
doing it. We are accepting people for the way they are."

"Nig you think what happened in Europe, has any possibility of taking

place here?

"No, No, we have different opinions...l would say, on this question,

~=zions around it. I strongly believe that it i3

we had s f2w o1
impossible. Impossibie, why? HRecause the constellation different.

In Europe, and in most of the country, there is a big majority, and a
small minority Jews. Here, you have hundreds majority, there is no -
everybody is a minority (inaudible). In fart, sometimes I am saving

#hat I am in the United States for already 30 vears. but I have never
smen an American except the Indian. Everybody is a Jewish—American,

or a Folish-American, or a Czech-American, and so on. So the

constellation is different. That is very difficult to put together a

hate group, where &0%7 at least, or 0% will take over and -

[ant
o=
+

(inaudible) ...l know there iz anti-Semitism in this country .

different type. [ am not afraid of this anti-Semitism.”

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.



SIDE TWO - TAPE -ONE

WH s

WH ¢

YE:

http://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further jnformation about this collection

\ —

“It‘s pure coincidence?™

"Pure coincidence. [ didn‘t do ANYTHING special, I mean, besides the
running, and trying to stay alive like everybody was trying. Fure
coincidence. I was sick there, my cousin was sick there, it was a
coincidence that she got well, what can I tell! you, no medicins, no -
nothing (inaudible), cold, no clothes, no food, and I don’t how
(inaudible) we got better, so it’s not because of the doctor, it’s not
because of the medicine, it‘s not-I don’t know because of what. A
will to live. Many who had a will to live did not survive, we know
that - (ipaudibie).”

W, ..was vour Faith in B-d affected or influenced by the war?"

"7 would say to a certain degree. I mean, I wouldn’t come, 1ike how

some people come and ask, ‘How did G-d do this to us? And because of

that, I don‘t want to know anvthing.’ I wouldn’t say this, because, it
was man-made. It was man—made. If I would believe in a G-d who
directs every step of every person, that’s different. That's a
shilosophical guestion, what G-d 1s to everyone. EBut it atfectad me
in a way that at home we were...very, very observant. And coming out
from there, everything ssemed to lose it’s value. Everything became
i1ike pidiculous. HNo only what - ever they did because of the
religion, to have a regular wedding, to wear a wedding adress, o buy

something nice, to get aggravatea because I broke something, would -

hecause I lost zomething, or — or - evervthing became nonsense.”

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“Everything became nonsense.”

"Everything became nonsense compared to the life we had, and how many
times where we thinking, ‘0Oh, my G-d' Why did I need three dresses?
Can be here one for a vear, with one, why did we need this, why did we
need that. Well, who needs it. Who - who needs those things, and - I

don‘t know.’' $So, evervthing became worthless, sort to say, compared

“Unimportant.”

“Unimportant. I wouldn’t say that things didn’t change through the
vears after - there were certain things did become very important.

But especially the connection with the children, with education, with
this material things, still don’t matter to me. And I think it’s part
of this - hackground. It was so - some people came right from there
with just the opposite. Wanting to have more and more and more. And
some people came out, it was different...Il’11 tell you a very
interesting story. I have a niece, my brother’s daughter, in Israel
and she is - studying archeoloay, antropology, and - in September she
went to Budapest, there was a convention of antropology, and she was
(inaudible) to give the opening speech. And when she came back I told
her, ‘fou sze, THIS is my revenge. That yvou, who's father was thrown
out from there, you go back to give a speech and to participate.” So,
this iz my revenas. Mot what kind of house, and what kind of wedding
vou are making. To the contrary. I don‘t like these things. I had -
both my sons, I didn’t want to make them an eilaborate bar mitzwvah

here. 1 took them to Israsl instead...”

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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", ..are you...sorry that you didn’t go back...{to Israel}...do you

have some regret?"

"4 Jot. Definitely.®

v, ..when you think back, on what you did in your life, what is it that

you are most proud of? What achievement? What accomplishment are you

most proud of?"

" ..getting to Israel and living my 1life there when I felt that I'm

dning something. That I'm part of something. I was teaching there
also...I was teaching children from all over the world... (inaudible).
Every children from Rumania, from Hungary, irom Czechoslovakia, from
Tunis, *rom China, from Morocco, - unbelievable. And we had to teach
them. And then I was...teaching Yeminite children, and that was a
period that we all felt that we do something.”

W...is it your opinion that the survivors in some wWay have ditferent
value system than say Jews who were born in America, who were prought
up in America? Do you see it in some wav?"

“Yeez, to & certain degree...different values. I'm not saying for
hetter or for worse, but different. And even those who came here, and
those who went straight to Israel and live in Israel, are
different...”

“In what way do you think that you might be different from the average
American Jew...?"

nEipst of all, idemtification. I identify strongly with Israel. 1
live here, and mv home is tnere, if you understana what I mean...and
material things, I don’t know, it don‘t mean much to me. But, that’'s

an individual thing - I‘m not sure if thiz is part of the story or

ot . )
?h| is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“I don‘t know. I see your home, for example, that it’s tastefully
furnished, but it’s not fancy. You didn’t bring in the big
chandeliers... you made a comment before that over a period time
things change, in other words...isn‘t it interesting how, as people
get more accustomed, they begin to forget how difficult they had it
then..."

"Well, lucky that peopte can forget. They must forget. How could you
live with that all the time?"

"On the other hand, if you talk with your friends a jot...doesn’t the
talking eventually turn to the war?"

“jgually...but interestingly enough, not so much with the women, we
rarely, when we get together, we rarely start talking about Auschwitz.
But the men' ALWAYS end up in the (7 needs translation ) working
camp. ALWAYS!®

n . .are vou only referring to the men who were in the work Camps...not
in Auschwitz?"

"Mpst of them, his generation, most of them were in the work camp..."
v .1 wanted to ask you another guestion. about your own wark as a
Social Worker, what do you see as the attitude towards Social Wort:
Feychiartry, Fsychaloay on the part of the survivors that vou know.
Do they view it as something that you can really go to somebody 1ike

th

m

t if vou had a problem about the war? Do they believe in it a5 a
form of therapy?...l don’t mean in your own work, I mean in
conversations with psople...you friends, if they had a proptem, would

they agn to a psychiartrist?”

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“T have two kind of people. VYou know, the Europeans are not very
geared towards counselling. I don’t know any of my friends that ever
went to see a psychologist - and you have two kinds of people. One
that gives up, and he feels himself like a failure, he cannot cope
with anything. The other felt, maybe a lTittle more self-confident,
and they szay that ‘I don‘t need anybody, I can take care of my
probiem.’ You know? #And very few that will recognize the need +or
counselling. I don‘t know anybody that ever - (inaudible). Emotional
probiems in their minds, is something that you have to cope yourself
or you can’t cope with it or you can. But you don‘t go - for help.
You go with a typical problem...(VE: I‘11 will tell you why
particularly this group...when we came out from Germany and from
Auschwitz, who was talking to us in this terms? The tragedy was so
great, and so overwhelming, who was coming to us to help in this way?
Fsychiatrists, psychology, - here they came back to their own family,
to their own surroundings, to their own land, and we h=2ar how
difficult it is. — and here are the army of psychiartists to help.
But, we were not used to it. Nobody came to us saying, ’You need
counselling. You needed it to be- you wers no, vou had no familty, you
had no land, vou had no country, you had nothing and nobody -

i

(inaudib]e)...we.started helping each other.j...
"Gy what vou are saving is, that you met the needs that you have in
this area because vou had friendship for sach other. You had a
support group.”

", . .this was the only way to meet our needs. Nobody was concerning

about our psvchology... — nobody was concernsd about it. We survived.

;hat was the main thing that we survived.”
his'is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“_,.do you think that it would have been better if they had been
geared to it?"

"] don‘t know. I‘m not sure. - I really believe in support groups,
very much. And a strong support from friends...actually those people
who came to Israel, strangers, formed families. And if you can see in
Israel, how the family ties are still strong, not here, not like here.
But of course, there are other reasons also. Not having the distance,
gtC., ... (JE We...have friends, S0-60 years that we are together
(inaudible) and they wiil ago for us into the fire and we go tor them
the same (inaudible) way. In the United States, here, and that’s a
little different. The way of life, is such that you have to get
separated completely from friends. And you have to get...friends
quickly. Feople that came from the same background that we are, for
us, may be a little difficult to get attached to new people, but once
we are attached, this is forever. Forever. Though sometime people

2

say — ‘How come that you have so many =7 When we are getting a lot

of guests here. Almost every week there is somebody here. And, for

axampie, just I weeks ago. we had a family, a husband and wife, who -

il

mat 40 yeares ago in Germany. EBub we are friends. And they were here
ior 2 wesks from Israsl. &nd this is natural that they come to our
house. aAnd when we go, we will go to them..."

"And if you were to stay in a hotel thev would be insuited.”

"] maver stay in a hotel in Israel - there’s no such thing. This

would be unthinkabie for the group to go to a hotel.®

ENE DﬁﬂSIDE TWO. TAFE ONE.

s'is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“Why?"

“Well, I‘11 tell you why. I‘11 tell you exactly why. Because I would
be worried, oniy when the N. Y. legisiature will pass the first law
against any kind of minority, then I will worry. But because
(inaudible) my neighbor hates me, because I am Jewish, that is
nothing. I hate him back. And he hates me back, and that is not
dangerous. The dangerous part is when in the Congress they will bring
the first law against the Indian-—"

“But you don‘t think that that could ever happen?"

“Nao. No. It can never happen in this country."

YWhy T

“Because it is a country of minorities. So that it is much more
difficuit to put together a coalition that will surpass another
minority. and, - for example, if vou had asked me about Engiand, I
zaid, ‘Yes.’ In England it can happen. In France, it can happen. In
Germany can happen again. But not in our c-."

“Wwhat about the Blacks in this country? They're different, aren’t
they? They look different?”

"Have you seen any law against - (inaudible) between me and them?"
Mg L

“Sn, I am not worrving about them. In fact, they have so many

.
priviieges, that - we never had before.”

“Op you think that they hate Jews more?"

"OE COURSE THEY HATE JEWS. But I am not afraid of them. I am not
worrving about that. I hate them back. So if they hate us, I hate

them back. But that’s pot dangerous, I‘m not going to send them ta

bind of Auschwitr - they cannot send me (inaudible) and

| 5

Aunschwitz or a bk 4
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they cannot create that kind of Auschwitz. They will be able to.
Because there will always be a hundred other minorities that will see
and defend it. So, it is not a serious threat. It is a threat. VYes.
They can - make a (inaudible—christ?) on my door, they can beat me up
- that’s nothing. That’s not serious. [ can do the same thing the
other way...I will worry when the first law against ANY kind of
minority will pass in the legislature. A}l the rest is gornished.
Nothing serious in my eyes."

“,..the skinheads..."

“The group, will fade away in 10 years, you won’‘t hear it even then.
They will never have a chance. They had never - they have no chance
to be a real political force. This is the garbage. The diftferent
thing that in Germany, the garbage took over. But here the garbage
has no chance to' Eecause what they will start to - the Jews, they can
fight with the Jews, but I don‘t think that - they always will remain
a minority. And they will never get real serious political - to hurt
the (inaudibie) group you have to have political power, and they have
no chances...”

“How about your children, do they ever think about this?"

“My children, I think they are even stronaer believer than I am in the
American system."

"Tid vou ever tell them about the war - apenl y?"

"Openiy, yes, of course.’

“You didn‘t take an attitude that vou wanted to spare them?"

"No, no, no. We were talking about it auite openiy and they know my

ideas...— .

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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uAre their attitudes the same (inaudible) about the war?"

“1 think even more so. More so."

“But they agree with each other?"

"More or less, yes."

"Ilo they get a long well with each ather?"

"I wouldn’t say that. The middle one is in the middle, you know, the
nlder and the younger, ‘they get in fight...a strong sibling rivalry
between them...”

“,..you experience during the war was not really that bad, and yet you
still have this feeling, vou can still dream about that someone is
trying to persecute you."

"During the war, (inaudible)...l was never thinking consciousiy. I
was never afraid. Even in the war. It never cccurred to me that a
bullet can hit me. And I was in a situation, for example, the first
few days when we got to Russia where they put us between two lines,
here the Germans were shooting, and from here the Russians were
{inaudibie) and we were in the middle, to bury corpses. But somehow,
I believed that I am not agoing to get it at first. - Maybe it’s a kind
of self-protection, vou know, there’s a kind of denial that keeps vou
- to survive."

“That‘s different {rom vour wife.”

"o have different — mv wife is more pessimistic. She was more

hurt by it I think, than myself. Somehow I - also, maybe has to do

with my parents were basically optimistic people. Her‘s, not 50."
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“Wera you optimistic as a kid?"

“I think, yes...it seems to me that we had a lot of singing, & lot of
joking, between ourselves. I grew up between jokes. Every day - and
people who came here, they always - they had very much the same
feeling. But not from everywhere. But in our village, relatively
speaking, — we were very, - in good shape. Until the war."

"1t seems to me, that in a way, you’re being friends with the -

say, the peopie from the village who are different, you know, who

like (inaudible) Hasidic, for example, is in a way, a way of saying
that all that doesn‘t matter, what matters is that we came from the
same community, from the same town, we had similar childhoods, and
that what vou believe in today is not really what’'s so important, even
your way of life, it is the fact that - ."

® . ..but even between the Hasidic people, there is a lot of a kind of
joy. They also had a kind of iite that was satisfying in some
WaY...{inaudibte) ..."

“_ .1 think to mysels, that a book like this wouldn’t be complete it I
don‘t interview some Hasidic psople also.”

“..1 agree with you ...l gave a 1ot pages to the Hasidic people
because they were part of the community and a very important part of
the community. So I felt that they deserve something like this
memorial book, they deserve a good part of - "

"And were they appreciative, did they 1ike the fact that they’re in
there?"

“Yeg, they do."

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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w_,.I have to tell you that I am so impressed that you did this book,
but what I wanted to ask you is, what possessed you to do it? 1 mean,
there were S00 people from this town, and you alone, decided to do the
book. And I‘m curious to know, what your real intention was.”

"The first thing was, the family went through it....({inaudible) ...we
have the obligation to tell it, the story. That was the second one.
Third, I felt that I‘m (?not?) the only one that can do it. Really.
Half of them hardiy can read and write. The other half, they were not
home, or they don’t know so much..."

"Were there people when you approached them who wondered ‘What are vou
doing this for?’ Or did they all understand?”

“No, no. They were very happy that somebody ‘s doing it. They felt
that somebody that - is willing to do that.”

"and you put it into hundreds of universities, right, you personally
sat here and sent them out to all these universities, you addressed it

to sach -
"From Japan to - "

“Iid vou get ietters of thank you’s +from the libraries?"

Y1 S

s .. (for my book!... my intention was to find the average person...”

“I'm not sure that any person is average in this group. (inaudible)

Theyre quite different.”

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“In what way would you say that they’re different?"

v, ..first of all, the background, the thinking, the - =ven the
culture...diffefent count-what area, the experiences that they went
through. The Folish went through the different - the Hungarians were
more or less, you can call it Tucky, that they went only in

1944 ...(inaudible) and there’s a difference to go through, for 40
years, to one year. Also depends on the background before the
persecution. With what kind of moral values you brought to you, into
the concentration camp, or into (inaudible) the larger. And, also the
lessons that we learned over there are different (inaudible). Certain
people - different people learn different things from.”

"T'm curious to know what you 1earned from it..."

“Well, (heavy sigh) difficult for me to answer you - in a short
guestion. What I‘m trying to tell you, that I went to the first camp
with the backaround that somehow, gave me the strenath to survive, vou
know? First of all, optimistic view. And you have to survive this
thing, you have to be an optimist...it heips, it helps. It helps. It
doesn‘t mean that - people who are dying, optimist or pessimist were
altogether. And to survive was always a matter of luck. Luck helps -
mazei, you know? That you got to the right place to the right
time....but it was easier to survive for those people that came with
some optimism into it. And, and have the will fo fight for - the
supvival . *®

“fid vou see people who didn’t make it because they had such a
negative attitude®"

*1 have seen many of those that gave up..."

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“Do you believe in this idea of the survival of the fittest? That the
strongest survive?"

“Well, that’s what happened."

“Or the luckiest?"

“That ‘s what happened. Luck helps. Luck helps a lot but in addition to
this the will fo survive and the will to fight, then you don’t give up
sp guickly.”

"You‘re a pessimist, but did you have the will to survive? And the
will to fight, anyway?"

“] had to be. I am (inaudible) - that everbody has the will...(JE: I
feel that my background gave me a lot of help, you know, I had the
chutzpah for exampie, you know. For exampie, the only quaiification
that I have (inaudiblie) to be a mechanic, an auto mechanic, that in
Europe to get a driver’s license you have to - know the motor, how 1t
works, vou have to be able to put it together and so on...over there,
you had to de it. So that was ail my qualifications, but I had the
chutzpah to say that I am a mechanic. Now, what happened — out of
hundreds, about 30 were real mechanics. And the rest were real

shieppers, (?midt) shieppers and they learned the trade. and reallvy,

when I left this place, I knew really a lot about the motor.”
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“,..on of the things that I‘m curious about is, that all the
characteristics that you exhibit, that you described to me, are the
characteristics of a person who is a survivor. But most of the people
who went through the war the way you did, and who understood how to
survive, the way you understood — went into business after the war.
And you went into a field that maybe not one tenth of one percent of
survivors went into - social work. How did that happen? Why did that
happen?"

" - it happened with my background, the Zionist background. My
parents were not poor. They were not very rich, but they - .*°

“What did they do?"

"We had the vinevard, we had the store, we were — we had parnoses. No
probiem. In spite of this, I learned from my parents, that you don’t
pick your friends according to the education, and you don’t pick
according how much money they have - so, after I always - Joined the
{?Cho Ha ahletz?) movement, which is a Leftist movement, with the
poorest kids that existed. After graduation from high school . 1 went

to do the best, and one of my - .

END SIDE OME. TAFE TWO.
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WH:

JE:

v, ..not tno many social workers move to Great Neck. 3So you said

to me that you were in real estate afterwards, like recently in the
last years... how did you do 1t?"

“ (VJE: He went into social work for years, and when he had to retire
from that, then he went into the business.!...(inaudible)...l was
still an idealist for many, many years, [ worked for this school
district, I had students from Adelphi...(inaudible)...I worked for
many years with them. But at the same time, again, a little luck, and
not tuck, the way vou looked in it, but I figured that when I go to
the pension, I won't be able to survive on my pension - not too much!
But I am getting my pension, but it is ridiculous. 5o, about in 1966
we had an accident and we got - there I was hurt, guite a bit
{inaudiblel. - Can you see it7? Here I have a - (JE is showing WH his
accident scars) — ...car accident in Canada. And we got some money.
What to do with the money? We decided to buy a small house in
Jamaica. At that time if was quite Jewish...a store and two apartments
and we had it for about ten vears. It didn‘t do much. But it did one
thing. I learned - the rsal estate trade from this. Eecause it have
all the problems that can come up in these things - and then, while we
have this house, siowly we, with some Israsli friends, we put some
money together and we bought a small shopping center in East Meadow,
then annther ope in Hicksville., then 1980 came along, and my son came
Home from school, from Syracuse and we start to buy a few buiidings in
Mew fork. S0 we made it. But it is again, more luck than sachel.

More luck than sachel because (780 was — .
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",..({needs transiation}) ...is the truth. You have to be in the right
place at the right time. But you also have to take advantage of it."
"But - again, you see, here again my optimism helped me. Because I
believed that...{(inaudible.”

“,..you did have to take a chance.”

“That you take, a chance. And some peopie cannot make decisions, and
cannot make chance. Take chance...and I had the time also, vou know,
after school...l studied some, I read a few books, but the most I
learned from practise. You have to know something about retinancing,
you have to know about managing, but, so this, I did something from
books. But not - °

“Is it in your opinion, is the main thing the understanding the
financial aspects, or understanding the management part.”

“,..] got a 1ot of help. 1[I get along with people. I don’t have
problems with any of my tenants. I never had - I'm good to them also.
You know, [ don‘t want the top dollar sgqueezed out of them. And I
think it‘s a good policy. And my son is doing the same thing. The
zame thing, and he’‘s doing guite well. So he combined it with his
profession. He learned a few things. @& tew years he worked for a
bhank az a lawyer."

"] wantad to ask you wife...whether or not what happesned in Europe
could happen here, and you said that vour wife doesn’t agree with vou,
and I take it that wou believe that there is a possibility that what

} "

happened in Europe could happen in the United States.
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"After what happened to us, there is NOTHING what (inaudible) I would
say, this can not happen, because the IMPOSSIELE happened. So in my
eyes, there is no impossible...(inaudible)...what happened to this
democracy with the Black people only a few ago, with all the laws and
all the things in the South...{inaudible)...so why cannot — why can’t
this happen. And that hysteria can do a Tot of things. And a lot of
things, a lot of minorities can unite against one of the minorities.
I‘'m not saying that it should happen, I‘m not saying, but I won‘t say,
it cannot happen. Nothing is impossible. (JE: There is another thing
that you have to consider. Even in anti-Semitism and in persecution,
there are stages. - There are degrees, There is a long way from the
Hungary had a law...that only &% can go to school, a long way between
that and Auschwitz, in between, you know.)."

“You don‘t reallv think that these laws will be passed.”

“I don‘t esven think that the first thing can happen.”

YL, .but vou think it will?"

"Well, it could, or maybe... (VE: It definitely could!! the worse
+hat can happen let‘s say they will say that - a scenario, that in the
South somewhere they will say that we have too many Jews in the
medical school, =0 we won’t take only 30% of - that can happen.”

“What about affirmative action?"

“,..that is far away from Auschwitz. This is all still a long way to

go to Auschwitz.”
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w_ ..I don‘t want to necessarily say that I don‘t agree with you,
because I‘m not sure myself, but when you raised the point this
way...I would say only to you this, we‘re a long way from Auschwitz .
and I don‘t even see the first steps. And this is still the greatest
country in the world for Jewish people, and I completely agree with
that. The only thing I would say, is that when something }ike this
does happen in Auschwitz, it never starts with Auschwitz. In other
words, it always starts with a small steps...so how can we feel
certain that these first steps could not be taken?"

"Well, I am not saying that we don’t have the first steps. And to
make impossible to - the first step is important...they are different
in German - the Germans, they first of all, they are a disciplined
nation. They are looking for leadership, which is not here. That the
United States have a two hundred year of democracy. That already
makes a big difference. (his voices catches with a combination of
jaughter and disbelief) Yesterday - you read the newspaper that they
ran burn the flag...you know, this is for, - even for me, for me it’s
a (?Utopian?) You know...l cannot imagine a thing like this."

1, ..are vou optimist about Israei?”

"1 am optimist about Israel, but it doesn’t mean that all the prablems
~ =ome of the problems will last for many, many years. Not in our
generation and maybe not in — won’‘t be - solved even in the next

aeneration...intifada -...Israel will overcome it..."

EMD OF SIDE TWO. TAFE TWO.

END OF INTREY G
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