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WH: “You came in 1944 to America on the Marine Ferch...when you came to

america, you sailed into New Vork Harbor. What was it like there?!

FF: "Wo one came £0 pick us up. ®e have relatives in Chicago. HMy

husband’s brother. He was sick. He couldn’ft come to plck us up.  And ;
)
. L. . ~ e LT AT —m i

we were there, waiting for someocns! And walting +or the HIAS or - 1

fthink that fime it was not the Faderaticn for the HIAE =0 we are
waiting, and crying, anc the baby was crying. [ sald, “What for we

came to americal’ de were planning to go to Iszrasl, all the time.
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Coming up from Russia, our plans wera t

i

WH: ‘“How come vou didn’f go

FF: “Epcauss, that time was hard to travel with a child. With a baby. We

have to go underground. I vou know the stary.”

S

us certiticates, vou kEnow, to

arother-in-iaw send us aftadavit. We should coms Lo Amefrlca.  &nd
|
FrOm HmRriTa, FOu on Lo grer flsrast . and that’'s pow [ — . :
1

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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istened to people and we came fo America. So, atter a while,

Lo
1
=
m
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waiting for HIAS, they came and they picked us up and they took us to

a hotel, and we have the dinner. They ask us to stay in New York, the

HIAE put us on =3 N
they have ons bedroom

only, and they give it to us. And they are sleeping in the Tiving

room. And my nusband start 1ooking for a Job...and looking +or an
spartment. At that tims, thnere was no apartments, not even a room...so0
one day we visit Milwaukee...and I fell in love with Milwaukee. It
was so guiet. And, and we were so frustrated from being - tired, and,
and stiil, the bombs was in our heads, you know. What we went

through. So we find in Milwaukes, on 10th Street, more shvartzz was

there already, we find two bedroom apartment. Yery poor. Roaches,
miTe. 17 The rEar 2 Barn L L s EDOWNED
I sziag, “Yes! I

Job...1 2 3¢

i ne 4o oin Europe st
father was & shoamaker

MaiM. . .00

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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were szight children. I am the only one survivor. Four

.:
D
i
i

and four brothers.”

Your oarents didn’t maks 1t either?”

one survivor .

i

"MNo.

am the only

“WheEre WEre vou Ouring tne war?’

“in the wopos, [t is a miracis, vou EnRow, 0 Be alive...and on

Friday, they s out from oa anetto...and s Ut on the

and we knew That we are

anr, Zaturday night, Saturday marning,

he Germans??

Ukrainains and Sermans...in

did vou get away?"

when fhey put

miracis, Thnat night,

. Women and children. Very fem men,

surrounding

the cifty,

b - 2
TO 20 OUb ... gnd neE took of =
2 S e | b LEe a4l 3 =i

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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"Sp he runs away, and he runs back to Oradob. And, from there, he was

fiding in the cemetary...then hg Ting another survivor...and Dot

“,..30, the last night =o, [ said to my sister, ['11 oo 5 see Velvel.

I said to the people, ‘Let’'s make & fire and escape.’  7Tou know, In a

fire, you can run. So, nobody wants to, nobody was brave. We were

women and childeen. That's all...so my sister was safraid o ao, =0

it
t

hars

il

she went back. S5o, I went into the houss, NO ONE Wal Tready.
They niding. Whers they hiding? I don't know. Eo, I don’f know whax

ses were thers. and

3

to do. I went into an open bottom, whsre the ho

1, under the, when they gcive the horses food, and I si1t in a corner.,
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fnd then mext day, morning, the Ukrainain polic

311 the people and I saw and I hsar and, and,

I z=aw my
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zarly in the morning, Sund

cousin, she came cut into the house to take water. And I came up and

{

zaid, ‘Fessel . wners ars I am hers. S0, =hs Took me and
they stay on the attic...and after & while, we orawi onoour hands and

ifnto A

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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'He zaved a 1ot of people.”
‘He =saved a ot of Jews.
that Follacks wers the worse peopie, and

repticnal . He used to go cut to (YHManjanesck)
avary gay, and to find out what i to do. 50 ons day he
came =nd said they pianning to make a 2 olooder?).
You know, to surround. They know that we are in this torest. And b=
took us, iike a good father, ne took us ocut from his forest, and he
took us to a different area. Aand after a while they cams, and - all
that.”
"Did any Ukrainains heip you during the wapr

t § o
Wery,

two grennets,

“When

Yhlare

..... Y

i

very few. Just

YL

t

and

me here to

Has

hard o

one helped my

in

husband .

bullets."

fmerica, wnat was your first lmpression of
americat"
“t oRave wnere fo jive, Mo apariment. 7o
T - - - sl
a gob."

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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"When vou went to shuel on Shabbas, when you first came to Chicago, dig

he peopl

it

thers know wnat vou had besn through? [id they have any

i}

understanding st that time?"

“At that time, very little, They were surprised at how we looked."

"In what way?

"They surprised, they bnew that...ws were in the farest, and living

such a, undsr this conditions, and they surprised that we looked okay.

the

i

They were surprised, really. #And they said, ‘You have to kis

ground.’ and I, we told them, we plan to go to Erstz Yisrasl. We

1

didn‘t want to come to America. And they said, 'Oh, you have to kiss

the ground.””
I

"That vou'r2 in America.’
"That vou’'re in America.”
"and vou told them, ‘dWhat for?’

"4nd I said, ‘What for. W2 cannot fing a place, an apartment, it‘s

1

tn find & job, v hussnd start working., ano ne came home With

nlisters.’ And when we came to Milwaukees, f

I want him not to work on Shaobas.

izl a littie
ianguage, they went on the southsids,

z...and they starisd from the osginning, it

Him threes oeais a wadkes. I gave hilm thres meEsls a Jdav,

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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FF: “hNp, that time we were out of the woods...in {(Rovna?) and the Russians

1

came, and liberated us...

T

"4nd you went to 2 D.P. camp...iD come io America
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WwH:  “You were under a cuota’

i
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f.L.they allowed us fo go because we were Folish o
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FE fEs, Lhere Was A
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“1 don‘t know, we came very =asy. Lidn’t took ftoo long. We went to

FPE:

WH s

TR

the Joint...(his brother in Americal send us the affadavit...

on this until hs disd.”

did ne pass awayd"

.. S N10W many

of gedadling
FEr YLaaron, metal 3 . and s2iling. £ a

aip a
E L T s

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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"Weli, I‘11 t2ll you. [y husband was already in business, we had

d...50 Jack start

zmall children in school, =2
Eeionging to {THabonim ¢ Ziocnist...and he was very active. President.
He was very active in (Habonim¥). After high school he went to

Israsl to work for one vear on a kibbutz...then my daughter was in

high =chool in Chicago and she was active in Mizrachil

sroanization...so atter high schaol,
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she went...{and came back) and Tives now in Minneapoliz...'
What doesz her husband do?”

“He's an English teacher and a Hebrew teacher...at a day school...they

then got his master's and his Fh.l...”

il HE i 5
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iniogy...and has weitien book

He's 10D 0P WOEE TiOWae - s A ] i
os=tats...out 1T o0idnt work ocut...his wWite 1S 2 Zocilasil Horksr,

ano went to Ispssioand J

RS

f

iHow coms vour othee son,

ne owent to schonl...a friend...hen, wanis Lo 30 1o & Yyesnlivs

i
-}
i
3

=a1d Lo Shloms, 9o Withn

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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hem iittle apartment, yesah.
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FF: Mot for us.”
WH: YYou came too =sarly, probably .’

.

didn't hezip us. WNothing. HMNothing.’

MO

“l.ater on, did vou become friendiy with the survivors who Ca

m
=
m
it
+
in
=

£

"Oh, yeah! We had a ciuo. Mew fmerican Ciub and we went

T
xl
ue

srael "

-

together...and atter a while, we worked {or
gH: “The New American Club, vou wepe active?"

FF: %Yoz, mzmber...go to mestingsS..-

WH: "Did the fact that vou were reiigious and that most of them were not,

FFe =, 1 ate what I can =at. And, that's 211, 1711 fell

america, I sald, ‘Hers 1z 3 counitry, & TreER Countrvy.  WE CAR Tind

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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gH: “and fhe was willing to be religious when he came here? He wanted to

i
Tl

r "Ohk, ysah. Ch, surel Ch, surs. Oh, yes." f
WH: “"Since you suffered a iot, you lost your whole family during the war.

4nd most of the survivors who came here, they don’t feligvae in

FE I = fipst of all; my were strict religlous.”
WH: "Sp were thelrs.®

-y
T
™

“and, snother one, [ saw miracles in the forest. 1 saw miracies...do
vou want me to tell vyou a miracie:

WH: Y

m

an, sure.
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"We were together with Rus

f<sl

in Blitzocret(7) and he cut the borders, and some of the Russians, they

couidn't go through the iins

fa i
a
o
rt+
o
m
~,
i
i
<.
m
r+
w}
i
s
3}
<
{7
il
or
—
=
L
L]
1
1}
R
-+,

them went to the foresst,. And...we met the Russians in the forest. 5o,

I COmmanZer, &ano

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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"They want to kill us, this group, partisans, and Commander Kuck took

roup and orought us to his camp. This is a miracie.’ 2

it}
-t
3
—
in
0

iz "4 miractie of Tife.”

FE ...y23, that this man warned us to be aware of that.”
WH: “"wWhat sboutf the fart that vour brofhers, sisters, that fLhey didn't

FF: "1 guestion. 1717 fell vou,

of them, they 0i1dn’t want ©o

rt

son-in-1aw. Didn't want to leave the famiiy. Thers was opportunity

oo, Was opportunlty Lo g9, They are atraid. Jews are not Used o [1ve

i 14 God P ., didn't 1t maks you &S
i ¢ , id
______ W :
IS =q11 |
1
. ‘ S "
- . AT 2 ion ot pECpie S3H, '

wH:  'Even tnougn you kEnow that & mitilan -

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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FF: "Yss, Even sc., [ believe in God, and #hat's s11. Hobody can - ©an :
: §
brainwash me.” ;-

WH: “Well, nobody should, but the only thing I ask is, do you ever have

FF: "I have doubts. and I have Bod, and I still EBelieve (inaudiblie). 1711
tell you. MWe, Jews, we promised to keep the Torah. And when Yitchak,

gave t Yaacov, =0 when Esau came, atter...znd he says,

e )
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n
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h
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‘Daddy stop crving, don’t you have a bracha for me?’ He says, (nesds

transiation?...that means, we should isarn more Toran. de chould

W

1sarn our childeen...{inaudibie) I‘m talking to Jack, ’Jack learn the
rhildren. 1711 pay for everything. Just send your children to a

Hebrew School .’ ...”

WH: "So, they don‘t go¥... He's Orthodow, Jack?"
FF: "He is Traditional. That’s all. He’'s a Sociologist...”

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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211 mz, iszn‘t it interesting, though, if you ask 1t from this point

of view, you know that most of the Jews who came to this country,

pefore the war, Before WWZ, they were not fruam...the ones that stayed
in Europe were more reiigious, right? And yet, if there is a God, the i

ones that daven, that put on tefiliin, and svervthing 21se, thay got

1

kijled. and the ones that came here, that wesre not frum, thay lived.

How is there an szplanation for that?"

“Hard guestion to answer. That guestion is very hard.®
“4nd dossn’t 1t maks vou wonder, sometimes, how this couid bev

"Makes me2 wonder. There’'s no answer. It's no answer. And

rt
r
1)
rt
n
i

“And vet, you still believe, sven though you have all these

JQUESTIONE «
m
T2 a

. CWhen g DO i
i
rabbis were killed ang tortured, [ Tost my belist. Becauss, how could 1

we kol The history

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“Iip you think that the creation of the State of Israel, that

Wl

“Do you think that it

da Ta

during the war?

‘Ysh, it‘s a miracie. 3Such a small, you know. Small natiaon

'nd

preparing the doubt, 1

)

that is a

connected in some way with what happened

y Without

was 5 miraclie to, ©o fight witn =0 @many

nations. You know. Egypt, and Syria, and all - and they are the

e T +hink it's = miracls Yag i
WINNEer=. Lo Tnine 1 2 4 Miracles. T28.

“No vou think that it’s related to what happened during the Holocaust?

Th

¥ the Stats of Israel came into being after fhe war?!

“I think son. Even the prophet said...(needs transiation).”

- .i'l

"Go, tell me, in America, when you were jlving in Milwaukees,

+n he Orthodox here, right? What’s it‘s like fo be Orthodox

“No, no. It7s mot hard.?®

ouowant, iz &, & W1l there
ame To Milwaukse?

“ihat zccomplishment in Tife

Shialim is to oo to 3 Hebrew schos!, to A

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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"The rabbonim should work more for yiddishkeit. Like my son, Shiomo.
And, this is most important. Otherwise, you see intermarriages. A
Tot.”

“A jot."

" loti"

“Weil, vour children didn‘t."

“Thank God. It‘s a miracle, too. With Jack, Jack was going

{needs transiation: ...(?)..shiksas) He came once and he said,
‘Momma, there is & beautiful girl, and she wants to convert.’ 1 says,
‘You know what, Jack, stay single. You better stay single.’
{inaudiblel.”

“Iip you think that what happened in Europe could happen here in
America?™"

"You never know."

“Oo you think that there could be a Holocaust™"

-

“You never know, because we have Lo he prepared. , WE nave a

int of snemiss in GmeErics.”
"Who ares our hiaggest 2nemiesg here?”

1§t

“The kKo Kluy slan, the Nazi‘s, and all kind of — there’s another, the

“lhat about the shvartzes?
jike them. The Mazi’‘s doessn't Tike them. inaudibie=) Nothing 1s

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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WH: "And in Israel also.”

FF: “In Israel, also. (inaudible) It’s a miracie! You know, such s small
Israel, country, which surrounds with so many wolves around, and
that’s why they are jealous. Because a little Israel and so
successful .

WH: “Do you think that we should give back...the territories to mak e

peace?’

FF: “They want a country in a country. It’s impossible. It's impossibie.

i
sy

If they 1l give one pi

mn

ca, ter 3 while thev’1l want mora2 and more.”

WH: "What are they going to do?"

FF: “Some peopie, they say, better give land for psace,

u
jou |
]
Y]
]
=
]

hn}
]
]

En]
1!}

says ‘no‘."

-

WH: “Do you think there could be Tand for peace? Do you think it could

wark 2"

FF: "I‘m not a politician. I'm a plain Yiddishe momma. Right?"

WH:  But wou made 1t here, you mads 1T in ARBrida, Lhres
cnildren, and everyithing sise.’

FP: "It was a miracie.”

WH: “are vour friends, your closs friends, all survivors?!

Frro "Yes.t

WH: Do vou think sometimes that the American Jews that they iook down &

FF

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“and some of them, you know, they say, ‘Look at the greener. They
came with nothing.’ And some of them, they say, ‘Oh, they brought a
lot of money.’ "

“Yeah."

“Yeah! The greener (needs translation: brought gelt). Yeah.

We came with nothing. We came with nothing! And my husband worked
vary, very hard. To be a peddiar, to take out furnaces from the
basement, and carry on the truck, and - ."

“...how come you den‘t belong to...Rabbi Feldman’s shul .. .because a
1ot of survivors they went there.”

“We are, we are not Folish. We are more Russian."

"Does it matter™

“Yeah.(inaudibie}. ©No matter.”

"Ng . "

"No matter.”

Ut its A .
“Ymah, but a frumer shul is &, & Folisner rebbe, and itz nice
temple.”

END OF SIDE TWO.
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tvpical survivor. Mention shouid
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made, of the fact that Mrs. Forter is a woman who, she also lost Lwo
children of her own, during the war. Children she had had before the war.
And it certainly is a feeling of guilt, or whatever that she didn’t save
them. Also, the rest of her family, although she has commented on that.
Here is a woman who lost sverything, but she still staysd whole because she
did not suffer the humiliation that those who were in a camp suffered. She
was in the woods in the partisans, her husband was a man who attacked the
Russians, who fought against the Ukrainains and who was a fighter. And
that partisan experience is a different euperience than that in the camps.
Many of the survivors feel a certain amount of guilt. If you talk to them,
they always will tell you, privately, that they had to make certain
compromises. Compromises, things against their will that they wanted to do
in order to survive. Aand many times they didn’t even tell their children.
Mrs. Forter’s children know what happened during the war. They can know.

BEut not everyone can feel that way. According to one person who has

=1 used to ssa her

s, ONE person 21 ways

SUPY

sarents crying at holidays wnen sne made gefilte fish for holidays and

avervthing, she would cry. 4nd she didn’t know why she cried. Because her
parents gidn’t discuss the Holocaust with them. Zome of the marriages that
the survivors contracted, were terrible marriages. Thiz will of courss not

necessarily come out in & two hour interview. Especiaily with botn partiss

e T X T ST L - Sy S < o S R g R DI s P

END OF BIDE TWO.
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