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WH: "You came - ."

JW: " 1950 from Bremg;haven to New York."

WH: "...Did you meet your wife here?"

JW: “Yeh. She happened also to be from the same country, same city £hat I
come from. But they came...in 1940...funniest part was, she lived .
around the corner from where I used to live...and when I came over )
here I had my good friends, they picked me up from the boat in New
York...the Springfield brothers, they were here...twoc years before I
came...we were |iberated the same time from the same camp by the
Russian army..."

\'NH: “...the survivors here, seemed to have formed a community, a network

Q"" an)
of people who they are friendly with, their common background and - ."

JW: “Yah, like there’s parties, Purim parties, other get-togethers.”

WH: "How many people show up usually?"

‘g7 JW: "...100 at least, or maybe more...we have a large community here."
WH: "“Is it all unified, in other words, you also have the Latvian group.”
JW: "Yah, but the Latvian group is from New York...I belong there, I'm a

member, and so on..."

WH: "In some communities, for example, the Hungarians and the Folish
groups are separate I noticed when it comes to getting together and in
some cases it even relates to the war, to the perceptions that =zach
group has of the other.®

JW: “...we are separated too, the Latvian Jews, not here in Boston, but in
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", ..now, when you came to this country, you already had contact with
the Latvian group in a sense."

"At that time, there was no Latvian group. There was no Latvian, just
with friends. Cantor (inaudible) who send out to me and my brother, I
was the youngest of the family, my brother was the oldest, as a matter
of fact, he - thanks to him he saved - ."

" (JW becomes overwhelmed). It’‘s difficult...(long pause)...(WH looks
at articles and pictures with JW)...when you came here, first you
stayed in New York - ."

"] stayed in N.Y. with the Springfield’s...in Washington Heights for a
month or & weeks..."

", ,.did it make you cautious in other things, like in business or
something 1ike that to be careful ...(inaudible} or did you feel that
since everything you went through, that you could take risk aiso.”
“Yeh."

“How much worse could happen to you."

"Well, in the beginning, til about 10 years ago, you appreciate

things in a different way than the American, or than the people who
did not go through what we went through. You appreciate more. You
have different values of life. Like an average human being does."

“In what way would you say the values are different?"

" ife is more valuable and you have to use - you have to have
priorities in life. To deal with people, and to appreciate lTife

itselt."

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“Where are the priorities?...What is a priority to you in 1ife? What
is the most - when you say you have to have priorities, - ."

"That you get up in the morning and you are alive, and you‘re healthy.
That is a number one."

“Do you find that if something bad happens to you...invested in
something and it doesn’t work out, or something G-d forbid happened to
your child...."

"Okay. I will do my outmost before I do anything, I always try to do
my outmost to investigate, to think it over, maybe more than an
average human being would do, and then 1’11 go ahead 1004. And then,
if it goes wrong, I wouldn’‘t blame anyone, especially myself to begin
with, because I know I did do my best to - in my ability. But it
takes me a while until I make up my mind. But when I do make up my
mind, I go all the way through."

"Do you try to transmit this value to your children, this approach to
1ife?"

“In a way, yes, but my oldest is only 5 years old, my oldest
grandchild...my own children? Yes I did."

“"How many children do you have?"

"Two. Two girls. One is single and one is married and lives in
Newton...she’s married to a fellow from Africa who came to this
country about 7 years ago..."

“...in a general way, are the Latvian Jews different from the Jews
from other countries?" |

“T would say, ves... I would say that the Latvians definitely feel

upper class against all the others. More educated."

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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", ..if one of your children had said to you, that they were in love
with someone who’s not Jewish...you must be worried about it."

“Yeg, If 1’11 say no, 1’11 be a liar. But I also know that my
children wouldn’t do that. Then you can say, ‘Well, how do you know?
You never know what can happen in 1if{es’ I do know. At least, I hope
50, That it would’t happen. And I gave them to understand that too.
Not now, but - (when they were) 18, 19 years."

"How far did your daughters go in school?"

“One has a master’‘s and the other one, has a master too. One was in
Biology and the other one was...Business...®

“The one who‘s not married, what does she do?"

"She‘s in computer...programmer...she spent 4 years in Israel...she
was English teacher...she taught over there, Hebrew...she’s 3Z..."

YL L..you were in Stutthof, right?

"] was in Stutthof. That was the last journey for me."

"Oid you think that you survived because of luck or did you have to
make certain decisions to save your own 1ife at certain points.”
"Well, to be honest with you, [ followed my brother. 100% and we watre

in the last - we were liberated March 10, 1945..."

END SIDE ONE.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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SIDE TWO.

WH: "...you came here with your brother?"

JW: "I came by myself, but he came a year later."

WH: "Is he still alive?"

JW: "No, he’s not...we were a family of six children. Three brothers and
three sisters. He‘’s the oldest, I was the youngest..."

WH: "And your parents were not able to make it?"

JWw: "Yes. That’s right."

WH: "Did you think of going to Israel after the war?"

JW: "As a matter of fact, if not for my brother, we would have been in
Israel...in 1944 or ‘47 when they started to organize aliyah, I was
ready to go. As a matter of fact, I signed up to go to Israel, but he
held me back. He said, ‘We don‘t nsed it anymore. We went through
enough. We‘re not going to fight anymore. It‘s enocugh. Let‘s see if
we can 9o to the United States.’ "

WH: "...can you tell me what your first impressions were of this country?"

JW: "Very good.”

WH: "In what way?"

JW: "Feople were friendly. They fed me, they treated me well, I mean the
people who I stayed with they were friends of ours, of mine, anyway,
and 1 enjoyed it very much. I was not surprised at all. And I had a
vision, especially Times Sguare and so on."

WH: "[id you see 1t7"

JW: "0+ course."

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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"What was it like when you saw it compared to your vision?"

“The way my vision was. Big, lots of people going where you wanted,
when you wanted, be free. It gave vou the feeling of being free."
"...you were in DOL.F. camp?"

"Mo...I lived... privately. Also went to school...dental technican
school in Germany ...and then I went to Belgium...Brussels...and then
I came back to Frankfurt and then my visa was ready. And in 1950
that‘s when I came over, and as a matter of fact, I wasn’t so eager to
come over here already, because I went out of Germany, and I enjoyed
the tife in Brussels. It‘s not bad at all. But it was the last
chance I had to come over here, and...all my friends here and so on,
and my brother would come after me too.”

"What year were you born?"

"o19Z4."

“Atter a month you went to Boston, why?"

".,.because that’'s where my sponsor was."

“...did you take a train to Roston?"

“Yah. From N.Y. a train and they pick me up from the train..."

" Iid anyone ask you about the war in those early years, Jews or other
people, when you came to Boston, did anybody discuss it with you?"
"Not that I can recall. I mean, what you do here is, ‘How come you
stayed alive.’ "

"Asked accusingly, or in a general curious way?"

“Well, in a general, curious way or — (laughs) it depends! It’'s a
legitimate guestion - “

"...the kapos, it‘s always a guestion of how such people even can live
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"That’s correct. That’s correct. But, that’s why they had jobs like
that, so they could live with themselves too."

"That’s a good point."

"Right. They really want to have that position.”

",..do you think that what happened in Europe can happen again here?"
“1 often think about that, and I think it can happen here. And, if I
saw something even to my famiiy, they say, 'AHH. You're always
thinking about that. Right away you blame it on anit-Bemitism.’ I
shut up but I do think about it, that it can happen, and I also, it
happen to me personally, that, about anti-Semitism very often.”
“Isn’t it true, in a way, that once something happens once, that by
definition it can happen again, because it already happened?"

“Yes, I would say, ves. The only thing here, what you have, even
though you don‘t have it any more, we tried to talk into
ourself...(ipaudible) .”

"A bigger Jew."

"Right! 1It‘s like a barrier before they get to us.”

"o you think it‘s a barrier?"

"Net anymore. I mean, because they will be against us...'

“I mean (inaudible) Blacks and Christians, right?"

“Yep."

"And now Jessee Jackson came close.”

" (inaudible) very close. He couldn‘t come any closer.”
“I¥ not for Dukakis, maybe he would have heen the nominee.”

"Absolutely! Absolutely!"

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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"IDo you think that the Blacks see us in a different way than Whites
do?"
"Well...linaudible! we were helping them 1in the late ‘S0‘s, ‘60's,
and they don‘t like to see us. 1 mean, seeing what’s happening, in
N.Y. and here, - ."
"o vou think that we should have helped them?"
"Now, seeing what I do see, I say ‘no,’ ."
"Because they don‘t appreciate it."
“No, they don’t.”
"I mean, ouwr moral obligation is to help people, - ."
“Absoiuteiy, yes.”

"But if they spit in yowr face, - .°

“0f course. And yet when you talk to - I mean, it sounds like racist,

out

believe me, I'm not. If somebody will need any help, or do

something, to me it wouldn’'t make any difference whether his skin is

EBlack or White or Yellow. If you need help, you help him. But when

you

see atter a while wnat’s happening, like Jesse Jackson, Farrakan

and the others, of course you come from the other end, you can‘t blame
all of them, but the ltiterature what we get nowadays, and what we read

in the paper, the majority are against us."

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“The Latvian get togethers that you have, you go to New York for

them...what it‘s like when you get together?"

“It‘s very nice. You meet people what you - as far as I'm concerned,
as I say again, I was a youngster, but I do know them by the name,
family from the old country. And it’s really a pleasure and all you
talk about is about the old times. ‘Where did you go,’ ‘How did you
survive.’ And so on, do you ‘remember this,’ and ‘remember that,’ and
my place was different, and I did this and I did that. And all you
talk about is, is about the past...and we also come to the present
time, how you made out, how each one getting settled and so on, family
life, community 1ife, and so on."

"Oo you find that there it‘s difficult to talk about the war...?"
"No, it‘s not...somehow it‘s different...”

“It’s an interesting guestion because you say, you don’t want to talk
about it, but if you +all in - ."

"Right. You Jjust - ."

“Well, maybe it‘s because like they’11l look at you and say, ‘What do
you mean you‘re not going to talk to me about it. I went through it
too.’"

"Right."

“Maybe it‘s because you can skip the introduction.”

"...1 don‘t know., I really don’t know..."

"...{pause for telephone conversation with daughter)... we were

d1sCussing somEtning anout -

"The feeling when vou are among, - ."

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“That there, it‘s possible - ."

" To be open and it doesn’t affect you so much...as a matter of fact,
it’s like a competition. One tries to overdo, - ."

“Who had it tougher, you mean?"

"Right. Maybe that’s why. (inaudibler."

"Well, associated with the idea of who had it tougher, is the
{inaudible- needs translation) but cn the other hand, (needs
translation) which means, you know, (inaudible) ‘You’'re here!’

“In other words, if the Blacks say ‘We shall overcome,’ you can say,
‘We did overcome,’ I mean the fact is, that for all the toughness and
everything, did you ever think that when you were in Stutthot, you
couldn‘t - it‘s beyond the imagination to think that in 1982 you’ll be
sitting in a house in Mitton, right?"

“You couldn’t. You couldn’t dream about it. You live from day to
day. Like when they took us out in Riga...and they took us to the
crematorium...if one would take a chance...just to run away...they got
it...I mean, you knew you were going to the crematorium, I'm just
thinking what the human mind, how it works. You were walking, when
vou knew, where you ware going, I mean, you knew it...and here, I
mean, al!l together, Go! Run! - .°

“"And maybe hal+ of you will make 1t."

"And maybe even ten, never mind half...one, while we were walking,

ran out of the line and...he was killed right there. B&hot."

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“You knew you were going to the crematorium?"

"Yah!...your hopes are so high, that you think (needs translation}
maybe, a miracie will happen. How far the human mind thinks when it
comes to you personally. And you know where you’'re going! From here
to across the street, and yet, nobody did, except that one - and we
saw what happened. - but why? And then when we’'re sitting there and a
miracle happened."

"The miracle being that the Russians came?"

“No. The miracle is that I'm here."

"But how?"

- L

T P R & e J i [ S g
I ExpELLEU yuu L answeir

that... when we got there in the camp and &
crowd of people are already waiting there, and we saw the big, big
chimneys, what you see here, that’s why here when I see a chimney, a
tall one..."

"Industrial .

“I stop and look at that. Even now...(inaudible)..."

"So what hap- 7"

“...where I was sleeping was near the barbed wire, ‘Maybe 1’11 get
somewhere. Maybe tonight.,’ With my brother. Maybe we’ll - run
away... one day...the 5.5. came and says they needs some people back
on the old place to ciean up...and they took us back...all of us.
They took us back to the camp. Naw, what does that mean?"

“Luck . A miracie or whatever."

“But here vou knew, vou were walking, vou did know 1T was going to
happen, you say ‘Why didn’t anybody run away? Why didn’t I run away?

I mean, vou knew wheres you were going.’” "

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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WH: “You know that...the second that you're going to run, someone’s going
to shoot you in the back. But if you stay, you have a chance.”

JW: "This is the answer when people ask, ‘How come you have survived?’"

WH: “...do you have a generally optimistic outlook on Tife now?"

JW: "That you have to ask my wife."

WH: "Well, you gave a hint, you told me you thought that it couwld happen
here again, but I mean, wouidn’t a miracle like that make you more
optimistic? How close could you come to death, without dying, than

what you just described now."

JW: “You can‘t."

WH: "...it should make you an optimist.”

JW: "Absolutely. But it doesn‘t. It doesn‘t. There are
contradictories.”

WH: "It‘s a contradiction because you did hope that you would escape
somehow...but tell me, in other words, when they asked you to go back
and clean up, you didn’‘t choose to escape.”

JW: “Then you were happy to go. It’s again, prolong you life, at least
for a day, or two, you knew it wouldn’t happen to you, they take you
back, they need you for something. I mean, this was the figures. O0Or,
I live another twelve hours. I don‘t have to worry about it. Twelve
hours was long time'! To be ative!...{(inaudible)."

WH: "How come you didn‘t give up and SayfI’m fed up with this terrible- ."

JW: "And what? L[ie”? Lie down and die? And do what™"

WH: "Didn't you feel Tike 1t thoush at =ome point?"

JW: “"No. There was drive to - You have to live! You have to survive! You

have to tive!"

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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"...and when you dreamed of your freedom, what did you think you were
going to do?"

"Not at that time."

“So you thought that this would be your existence the rest of your
Tife?"

"Right!...later on you developé another way of thinking, I mean, you
see the different way, don‘t forget I was 13, 16, years old at that
time. And all your thinking is about another hour, another two hours,
to just to survive, to live..."

“[lo you ever dream about the war?"

*Yah. Very often I dream."

"More now than before?"

"More now than before."

“Why do you feel that you could talk about it now when you couldn’t
ten years..."

"I couldn‘t. I Jjust couldn’t."

"...you can talk to your wife, right?"

“Sometimes I can, sometimes I can’t. Right now, I like to watch,
(inaudible) on television."

"Is it hard for you to watch them?"

"I don‘t tike to watch it."

“Why "

"T don‘t know. To see - what I did wrong, why did I do that, why
didn‘t I do that, like you're asking guestions now, why didn’t I run
away, why didn‘t I do that, why didn‘t I go back here, and I like to

see it, it‘s like torturing yourself. What did I do wrong. Why am I

Ihis isa varkatin fangcripbof gpakgrrword. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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"In a way if you feel guilty...”

"Sometimes I do. Yes, I do. I admit it."

"But it‘s a way of relieving yourself when you want to punish yourself
a tittle bit.,"

"Right ."

“I.ike going to shul on Yom Kippur...it’s a kaporeh."

"Absolutely! Alsolutely!”

"Do you think that they got the story right on the t.v. Winds of War,
or War and Remesbrance?"

"Never. No. No. No."

“I think this is one of those cases where the truth is worse than the
fiction."

"Absolutely! It‘s impossible to believe. Feople wouldn’t believe
that. To begin with, people wouldn‘t believe it. It is unbelievable."”
“...s0 when you tell people that it could happen again, and they say
not, vou know it‘s unbelievabie...”

"Obsolutely. I don‘t biame them for not believing that. It’s humanly
impossible."

"Io you think that if it happened again, that the Jews would react
differently because of what they know happened already?"

"1 could say depends where, In Israel, ves. They would. Here,
putside of Israel, I don‘t know. But in Israel, yes. They’re not
going to - if you hit me on one side, I'm not going to stretch out my
ather side and hit me2 again.”

"...have you ever visited Israei?"

"Yeg,...three or four times..."

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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“You like it? You feel comfortable there?"

"Yes., Yes., I do."

"Some people came here and described prejudice against them on the
part of American Jews towards the ‘greeners.’ Did you ever experience
that?"

"Na."

"o you think that maybe that people in Boston are just nicer?"

"Well it depends. First of all, I don’t like to - generalize
everything. Because you can‘t do it. The Germans did it. All the
Jews'! You can’t do that. I wouldn’t even say ALL the Germans are
guiity, which maybe you shouidn’t hear that from me, but I stili am
not going to say that 100% Germans, they are guilty. I‘m not going to
say that - or that all the Blacks are anti-Semites, which is wrong.
You have (inaudible) among Jews, and you have (inaudible) among the
Christians.”

"You had kapos."

"Absolutely. Fercentage wise maybe not as much is among ours. But I
don’t believe in generalizing.”

"If this had happened this whole business, the concentration camps,
had happened to another group of people than the Jews, do you think
that they would have reacted differently than Jews?"

“I think so. Because a Jew is always for years, history shows us that
we always, either we run away, we speak with our other side, you hit
me one side, nere’s my other sioe, and somehow we are more taking than

giving back. More pacificism than just the other way around.”

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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",..when you look back on your life here in America, what would you
say you’'re proudest of. What achievement are you most proud of?"

"l family

"You’d always pick family over financiatl.”

“Yah. Absolutely.”

“When you say ‘family’ what do you mean? Are you proud of your
childeren?"

"Yes. And give them whatever you can. Not to say, give them whatever
you demand, that’‘s stupid, but give them whatever is in your ability
to give. The number one is education.”

"Why 1is education so important?"

"Because you live among educated people and you can only make headway
with education....(inaudible) the bottom line, we know, you know, and
I know, the bottom line, the name of the game as I say, - ."

"The Game of Life."

“Money. Okay? I mean, there’s no two ways about it. HMaybe it’s
fortunate, or unfortunate. But that’s what it is. The name of the
game is ‘Money.’ No, you have to be smart enough to be in the middle
and not to take, not to live Jjust 100% for the money. There’s
something else besides money. You can have millions of dollars and be
unhappy. I mean this is a narrow thread what you’re running and you
have to be, vou have to choose, you have to be - you have to have
priorities. You have to know how to live. You have to have values.

HOL Svervifing i3 fonSy...

ENDI OF SIDE TWO.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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