o - Boin in 1929 - Peter Becker. Father was clerk in inzane asylum. tother
t of 4 children. Father died in 1235, At age 6, Peter
ool which was meant Lo produce future leader

se of Third Reich.

L)

institution. Schools to produce leaders for society. in
iginally an orphanage (Potsdam Drphan Home). Hitler

changed the name. Reguiremants of the school included physical and mental
characieristics; must be Aryan, na Jewish muﬂd Becker began at age 5, and at age
10 antered the High School. Subjects were typical academic curriculum

1am

i
hoot was run inmilitarg life

unizon t;z:ham.n girscted activity - subtle process of indoctrination
4+

{oLith because it was part of sch ul
i

inciudzd clzaning clothes, sewing clothes, ma ._h'.ng in the countingsids,
::rapara?mn Tor military life, close order drills. Playtime was short, lots of
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f patriotic and mititary themes, heard repoirts on war

3 [Mazi. He was convinced that Hitler was savior of Gaimany.
k war | anz:l Hitlar brought Germany back to greatness. The

rench, F:uaa ans (Bolshevicks) , English. The Jews ere

inally. There were nu":hratm*.z about Jewish imperialist

s of Jews woven into this; "fat, rapacious, ugly hooked noses”.

imporiant than words in this impression.

'.'

h family in suburbs of Berlin; a succassful meat packer who

#15
~pm it F A sryimi s aFE S
winiitiead suicide after the war

107 - Age 12 first

neard *f cnncentratmn camps; Sachsenhausen. Set up for

ither, saw man with Star of David.
erman entered.

21:2% - End of war became aware of meaning. Headline in poster paper "Germans
willed 4 mitlion dews’

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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convinced that this was propaganda. Then reported number increased
1. He began to investigate, but still didn't believe it - Germans were too
cer‘:;: mind changed slowly during 1945-47. Was taken to prison 2

5 bacause he had been student in the Hitler school. Therefors he

o believe. Listened to the Muremburg trials and saw

2730 - Met American teacher thistorian) and had many talks.
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sed buined building during maich in
throw stones. Teacher told them to

Z1.12 - Mo newapapers, radic in school so knowledge of world dependent on what
tzachers 1old them. Sheltered, separate life. Mental indoctrination. Church
aiiendance was gradually re mu'c . Students used as exhibits; shown off as "new
Germany”. Saw Goebbels, Himmiler, Mussolini because all important people came to

2000 - Kept in school eycept fo 'aa'e::lumdau afternoon and Saturdsy. Didn't 58
witat was happaning in city. Saw storm troopers in streets, celebrations, fla ga
| e

uze of illness "bedwetling” which was common
zdam. Emphasis on biology, history. "Racial
.ga y purity. Germans only non-contaminated.

icking, not creative, euploitive. Yisual images of
grmany nad Jufic.ed

gs to balntr ra!e of children. D::st'%dam not bBi"'lelj

4545 - 1245, 3ir raid in Potsdam. S0 of city destroyed. Began to deal with
defeat. Ryssians came into Potsdam

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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20 - Feelings expressad on going into the school at age 6, and on joining the
ritler Youth wWhile it was reguired by law, hie wanted to join "it was fun”l

22:00 -~ Relstions with brothers in school; not much contact. Al brothers became
bedwiotisrs. Haled s .‘ucﬂ because wanted tJ go home. Needed more attention.
3 7 s e d

1540-42 was spent near Yienna to get ay aq from bombings. Thera was lass
control but ;_Eneram_* zaime teaching. Becker's youngest brother died in 1943 of
Goiio

Taps by

203 - Description of war's end. Injury, Russians enter, saw destructio

Poltsdam

1:2¢ - Raping and looting {1/2 of women were raped by Russians in first few days

sunced by janitor as Nazi (the janitor was Communist). Backer
n twice. Therefore decided {0 Teave. Becker had reputation
that he was 150% Nazi

ad grown up without love
ome 1o terms with good

2 - Coming to U5 Wanted to get out of Germany. Wanted to separate from

{220 - Thoughts on how this happened. Historians view.

21453 - Etarnal wigilence necessary! Strong press, openess, citizens need to be
1 15 remember that people are :ruperhau

"y i- = ~=1T. L g
20 - s their collectiy

uitt in Germany today? No. War is over and pari of

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.



o South Carolina. Drafied into the Army. Went to college on G.L

i
i1l Giraduate studiss at Stanford. Took position at USC which had no German

partment. He started the area of German history at USC. Has been at USC for last

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.





