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Summary 
 
This interview with Barbara Rodbell (née Lederman) was conducted in 1984 by an interviewer 
who was born in Holland and published a book about it. The interview was divided into two 
parts: the first began with Barbara’s family and on Barbara’s relationship with Anne Frank and 
the Frank family, during which the interviewer frequently intervened; the second part focused 
on what happened to Barbara and her family during the Nazi occupation of Holland. 

The interview began with a picture of six girls in a sandbox including Anne Frank and Barbara’s 
sister, who were the same age, in the summer of 1936. At the time Barbara was working with 
Sonia Gaskow and Hans Snuk (?) on dance. (timestamp 00:05:25 to 00:06:29). Another picture 
showed Barbara when she was 16 in 1940 in a dance costume. (timestamp 00:07:30). 

Barbara was born in Germany circa 1924. Her mother was Dutch, but her father was born in 
Germany. Barbara had citizenship for both countries. Barbara’s paternal grandfather, one of 
sixteen children, was born in Holland but came to Germany to seek his fortune. He married a 
wealthy woman and did very well until 1929 (or was it 1923) when he lost his wealth because of 
German inflation. Barbara’s father was 35 when he married her 20-year-old mother. Barbara 
began school at six years old. She and her parents and younger sister would visit Holland every 
year to see their maternal family. In 1933 they were advised not to return to Germany. Her 
mother and daughters stayed in Holland, but her father, a lawyer, said that he had to return to 
his law practice. However, Germany passed a law forbidding lawyers to have gentile clients. 
Therefore, Barbara’s father returned to Holland, went back to school, and received a Dutch law 
degree in 1937. He was just building his practice when the Germans invaded Holland. For the 
first year-and-a-half their lives changed little. Barbara’s father was a loyal German and believed 
that the Germans would not hurt them, so he advised his family to do what the Germans told 
them to do. Friends told her not to listen to her father, but she still revered him. Later, she 
recognized that the Germans could not be trusted, and this helped her escape. 

There followed a long section on Barbara’s relationship with the Franks. Barbara had to attend 
a Jewish school and met Margot Frank there. They were both about fifteen and Barbara gave 
credit to Margot for helping Barbara through school. Margo was very serious, unlike Barbara. 
Barbara’s sister was three years younger as was Anne Frank who attended a different school. 
Anne’s personality and Barbara’s were similar, and they became close friends. Anne was 
interested in Barbara’s dancing, which Barbara continued to do as well as teach (timestamp 
00:50:30 to 00:51:58 and 00:52:40 to 00:52:53). The two families became friends and saw each 
other frequently. In 1943, however, the Franks suddenly disappeared, and Barbara thought that 
they had either been picked up by the Nazis or had gone to Switzerland. Only after the war 
when Otto Frank came to see her did she find out that they had been in hiding and what 
eventually had happened to them. He found Barbara in 1947 when she was dancing ballet 
under the name Barbara Weill. (timestamp 00:40:35 to 00:41:30). She was very fond of Mr. 
Frank before and after the war. Barbara said that unlike her father he was a very sympathetic 
listener. 
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Returning to her own story Barbara told how she survived during the war. Her father, mother 
and sister were deported to Westerbork and then to Auschwitz where they were gassed. 
Barbara managed to escape just before the Nazis came to their door. By then, June 1943, she 
had false papers and was able to convince a German soldier to let her go across a bridge where 
she had dancing class (timestamp 01:18:00). Barbara sent packages to her parents and sister at 
Westerbork and found out about their deportation but did not find out their fate until after the 
war. For over two years Barbara lived as a gentile with false papers and worked with a Jewish 
underground group. She was able to help save several young Jewish men since she was able to 
get a pass to be out late because of her dancing (timestamp 01:30:45 to 01:32:33). 

After the war Barbara found out about her parents and sister and that her grandmother had 
been sent to Bergen-Belsen. She felt guilty for having survived but came to realize that she had 
to go on with her life. She emigrated to the United States in 1947, married, and had four 
children. She was happy that her family’s genes would be carried to the next generation. 
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