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                                        Interview with Alexander M. Milshtein. 
 
                                                           01.00.40. 
 
I was born in 1929, March 20, in Shargorod. My parents had 4 children and I was the 
oldest. My father was a tradesman and my mother was a housewife. Before the war I 
studied in school. Our life before the war was good and quiet. My parents knew Yiddish 
and sometimes they spoke between themselves in Yiddish.  
 
                                                            01.08.17. 
 
I finished 4th class in 1941. When the war began, not many people from our town 
evacuated because the Germans encircled our area very quickly and they bombed villages 
around the town. Many people from the town who were communists got orders to work 
here during the war and they did special work and could not evacuate.  
 
                                                             01.10.40. 
 
I remember the day when the Germans entered our town. Very soon after their arrival the 
Germans ordered all Jews wear special signs. The Germans created a ghetto in the town 
and also they forbade us to visit the center of the town. 
 
                                                              01.13.50. 
 
I did not want to wear the sign and one day my friend and I were taken by the Germans. 
They asked who we were and they believed that we were Russians. They did not kill us 
but instead my friend and I were taken to their house and we were their servants because 
they forced us. But soon we escaped from the Germans and we hid a few days from them. 
Very soon we had a lot of the Germans in our town. They lived in our houses and most of 
them were kind to us. There were three Germans in our house. None of them hurt us and 
even one of them gave some food to us.  
 
                                                             01.22.30. 
 
Soon we had the Romanians in our town. They executed orders from the Germans. 
Romanians tried to protect the Jews from some ugly orders from the Germans and also 
Romanians gave some food for poor people from the town every day.  
 
                                                              01.25.23. 
 
There was Jewish administration in our town and people from the administration worked 
together with the Romanians making our life in the ghetto easier as much as it was 
possible. If the Romanian and people from the justice did not help us I do not know if we 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



would be alive now because the Germans all the time wanted to kill us but Romanians 
and Jewish justice protected us.  
 
                                                               01.27.50. 
 
Many people from our town died from typhus during the war years.  
 
                                                               01.30.00. 
 
The Germans said they needed the young people from the town for job but they meant 
something else. I guessed they killed people that were taken to the job because none of 
them returned to their homes and I was scared that the Germans would do the same with 
me too. So I hid from the Germans in the basement of one old house and I lived there for 
3 months.  
 
                                                                 01.32.30. 
 
There were partisans next to our town. Sometimes they asked people from the town about 
some help. One day my friends and I were asked about the walkie – talkie, partisans 
would want to buy it but they did not know how to use it. It was a very difficult task for 
us but we did it. One Romanian from the Gendarmerie sold the walkie – talkie to us when 
he knew the reason we needed the walkie – talkie.  
 
                                                                 02.00.10. 
 
With every day we had more and more partisans around the town. Sometimes partisans 
and the Romanians had accidents between each other but it happened not because the 
Romanians were bad to us. Reason was the Romanians got orders from the Germans and 
of course these orders most of the time were bad for us. The Romanians all the time tried 
to protect us from the Germans but not all the time possible it was.  
 
                                                                 02.03.50. 
 
There were police in our town. Police hurt the Jews very much although the police were 
Russian and Ukrainian people.   
 
                                                                  02.06.40. 
 
There was a priest in our town. Everybody thought that a man was a real priest and none 
of us guest who was a priest in actual fact. While the war I did not know too. Only one 
day after the war I have known the truth about the priest. He told me that he served in 
State Security Committee and he was a priest because it was his special order from the 
Russian Government.  
 
                                                                   02.12.05. 
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There was not a lot information about the war in our town. We had neither newspapers 
nor radio. The Germans had not a radio either. It seems incredible but when the Germans 
retreated from the town they did not understand which direction they needed to go 
because they did not understand the location where they lived; they even did not know 
the name of our town.  
 
                                                                    02.18.00. 
 
When the Germans began to retreat from the town people were scared because the 
Germans were angry very much and so a few families including mine hid from the 
Germans in one basement. We had not enough food and water but the most problem for 
us was fresh air because there were about 30 people in the basement hiding from the 
Germans. But we were patient because we understood that the only way to survive was to 
hide from the Germans and the basement was a good place for it.  
 
                                                                      
                                                                     02.26.10. 
 
After the war was over my father returned home from the front. Unfortunately my mom 
died during the war. My father began to work and I began to study.  
In 1949 I married and I have 2 children.  
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