
 

RG-50.226  #0037 
VINOKUR, KLARA SEMYONOVNA 
 
1.00 Born 1924. Born in Shpola, Cherkask oblast. Says that Shpola was about 60% Jewish. 

Relations between Ukrainians and Jews were very good. Father worked in the sugar 
refinery as a laborer. Mother was a seamstress. Had an old sister, younger brother. 
Spoke Yiddish at home. They were not religious. 

 
1.08 When war began, many Jews did not think that Germans would treat Jews badly. A 

neighbor remembered that Germans treated Jews well during WWI occupation. But 
some did begin to evacuate in July 1941. Her father bought a horse and wagon and 
they began to travel to Kremenchug. But they were overtaken by German advances. 
Germans, without mistreating them ordered them to return to Shpoza. 

 
1.11 Mother began to work as a cook for Germans. Father was ill and stayed at home. In 

August, all Jews were ordered to wear a star. On August 21, 1941 Klara's father was 
arrested by Ukrainian police. She saw him taken away in a truck into which some 
shovels had also been loaded. Klara assumes he was shot, but she never found out 
where. 

 
1.15 Shortly thereafter, Jews were moved into ghetto. Klara and her mother and siblings 

lived in the ghetto from August 1941 until May 1942. Ukrainian friends brought things 
to her mother. One German also brought bread and urged Klara to flee. 

 
1.18 Klara and mother were taken by police in early May 1942. Mother was released, but 

Klara was marched away with other Jews. Taken to town of Brodetskoe. Put to work 
building a road. Local peasants treated them well - gave food. 

 
1.22 While she was in Brodetskoe, Klara heard that her mother was working as a 

seamstress in Shpola. 
 
1.25 Typhus broke out in the Brodetskoe camp. Klara also fell ill. A number of sick people - 

Klara included -were taken outside and led to a ditch which had been prepared. She 
sat down at the edge of the ditch and then began to move off into the high vegetation 
nearby. For some reason, she says, no one noticed her. Hiding in the weeds, she 
heard shots. 

 
1.30 Klara, too weak to flee, returned to the camp in Brodetskoe, and was hidden by friends 

in the attic of the building where they were housed. 
 
1.32 After a few days, Klara felt better and she fled from Brodetskoe and returned to 

Shpola. She stayed for a while with a Ukrainian family that had helper her earlier - 
Berezenko. 

 
[Break] 
 
2.00 Klara found mother and brother and lived with them. A Ukrainian policeman whose 

wife Klara's mother had made some clothes, made some false documents for Klara. 
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2.04 Klara left Shpola, heading in the direction of Kirovgrad. She was reported to police by 
a woman whom she had asked to stay with and was taken to a police station. Klara 
told police that she was on her way to visit a brother, who was a POW in a Kirovgrad 
camp. 

 
2.08 In prison, her documents were checked and although they were false, they passed the 

inspection. Klara was sent to a Sovkhoz [state farm] to work. 
 
2.09 Klara goes to farm and worked. 
 
2.11 Soviet troops arrived as Germans retreated. She cooked for troops. Came under fire. 

Klara was wounded. Was in hospital for a month. 
 
2.15 Klara found her brother, but had no news of mother or sister. Klara discusses efforts to 

establish memorials in various areas. 
 
2.16 Klara worked as a teacher for 35 years. Never became a member of Party. 
 
2.23 Interviewer asks about reactions of Ukrainians and Germans. She says they varied. 

Some worked for the police, some reported Jews to police. 
 
2.30 In answer to a question, Klara says there was no Jewish resistance in the Shpola 

area. She knows of only limited resistance in Ukraine. She points out that Soviet 
prisoners of war, even when guarded by small numbers of German troops, also put up 
no resistance. 

 
2.32 Klara says there were many Ukrainians who helped Jews. 
 
[Tape ends abruptly.] 
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