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 Etta was born around 1929 in Velké Meziříčí, Czechoslovakia which had been in the 
Austro-Hungarian empire. She had 4 younger brothers and one sister. The family was well off; 
they had a wood factory and a farm. She remembers having drummers who came to the middle 
of town to give them the news, as there were no newspapers then and few radios. In 1939 the 
area became Hungary again. Polish born Jews were sent to the Polish border and shot. From 
1939 to 1944 Etta remembers having to wear the yellow Star of David. In 1944 her family was 
moved to a ghetto in the Carpathian Mountains for 6 weeks and then taken by cattle car to 
Auschwitz. 
 Etta’s mother, brothers and grandfather were all sent to the gas chambers right away. 
She did see her father once in prison clothes but never again. Her sister was originally with her, 
but she was transported to another camp.  Etta talks about smelling the odor of burned flesh. 
She was in C lager with about 28-30 thousand other people. She had a job carrying large vats of 
soup and was one of the few people in her camp to have a tattooed number. She talks about 
having to stand in the Appels for hours and of seeing people being sent to the crematoriums 
every day. She had one pair of clothes that she boiled for cleanliness. She stated that the 
Hungarian Nazis in Auschwitz were much worse than the Germans. 
 When the Russians came close to the camp she and many others were marched 3 days 
on foot and then sent in cattle cars to Bergen Belsen. She talks about how horrible this camp 
was… dirty, with lice eating them alive and much typhus. She was there until May when the 
camp was liberated by the English.  Her memory is fuzzy until she arrives in Prague. She said 
that the Czechs were wonderful to them. She was reunited there with her sister who had been 
liberated by the Russians and was in ill health. 
 Etta was taken by the Palmach to Graz, Austrian and then Modena, Italy. There she met 
her husband Paul who had been in camps for 5 years. He was Polish; his father had been to 
New York but then returned and was killed with his 7 brothers. Paul had no surviving relatives. 
Paul and Etta were married in 1948. They loved living in Italy, but her father’s sister saw an ad 
about her in the US and sent for them in 1949 when Etta was 20 years old. She and Paul settled 
in Fort Wayne. Etta was sick for a whole year, but then went to school to learn English. She and 
Paul were happily married for 33 years until he died in his 50s. 
 Etta has 2 children. She stated she would not go back to Europe. Her sister went and 
tried to find their hidden valuables near their old house but wasn’t able to find them 
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