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Summary 
 
(Marion) Jacek Dabrowski was born into a Catholic family on January 15, 1905, in Lomza, 
Poland. He had five brothers and two sisters. He related that his father was friendly to the only 
Jew in town and that the family was not antisemitic. Dabrowski went to grammar school in an 
area occupied by Russia where he was not able to speak Polish. He later finished high school in 
a Polish school. When he finished high school, he told his parents that he wanted to join the 
Franciscan Order. At first, they disapproved but later accepted it. Dabrowski was sent to France 
for four years to study philosophy and then to Rome for four years to study theology. 
Afterward, he taught in university, junior college, high school and privately. 

In August 1939, Dabrowski went to Grodno in eastern Poland on vacation. The Russians invaded 
and took food from the monastery he was at but at first did not otherwise bother them. Later, 
he was arrested by the Russians who feared he was a spy. But knowing the Russian language he 
was able to convince them he was not. (Dabrowski related many stories where he stood up for 
his moral principles and was able to get out of trouble through a combination of knowing the 
language of his persecutors, whether Russian or German, and convincing them he would not 
budge from his principles.) For a while he served as a parish priest, a monk and as an 
interpreter, but eventually he was taken to the German zone by Polish soldiers. The Germans 
arrested him, and he was sent to prison and eventually to Auschwitz in September 1941. He 
and others traveled in a cattle car and were kicked and beaten after arriving in Auschwitz. He 
stayed in Auschwitz for about nine months but was able to work in a labor camp in caves where 
he was not abused. Dabrowski did not talk about the treatment of Jews or other prisoners. He 
and other priests celebrated mass in secret with other Poles. 

In June 1942 he and about 2000 other priests were transferred to Dachau. In 1943, after the 
Russian defeat at Stalingrad Dabrowski was convinced that the Russians would not kill them. 
However, he and others were taken to be infected by mosquitos with malaria as a medical 
experiment for the benefit of German soldiers. He caught malaria but recovered within a 
couple of days. When the doctor tried to infect him again, he refused saying he would not be 
treated like an animal. He was liberated in 1945 by the Americans and worked in the Camp 
hospital with largely Jewish inmates, since the American bivouacked outside the camp fearing 
typhoid. He later worked with the American army for a year and was given a visa for permanent 
residence in the United States. (The recording abruptly stops soon after.) 
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