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Summary 
 
This interview was conducted with Ani Davidovics (née Eva Breger) in 1992. During the interview 
Ani’s mother, Maria Breger, also spoke.  

Davidovics told the story of her father who was deported to Auschwitz and Bergen Belsen, and 
she also told of her own feelings and experiences as a child of a survivor. Davidovics herself was 
born in 1953 in the small town in Hungary where her father returned after Liberation. 
Davidovics began the interview by telling of the tremendous impact on her growing up hearing 
her father’s screams during the night and her father telling her from a young age about his 
experiences. 

Davidovics father grew up in a small town in Hungary where his father owned a successful 
hardware business. He and his family were religious and her father especially so as he studied 
Torah and Talmud in a Yeshiva. The family consisted of his father, his stepmother, several half 
siblings and a brother from the same mother. We were never told about what happened to the 
half-siblings and stepmother. Davidovics only told the story of her father, his brother and his 
father. 

The whole family was sent to a ghetto in 1944 where a 100 people were crammed into a single 
dwelling place. Davidovics’ father, brother and his father were then deported together in a 
cattle car to Auschwitz. There were so many people in each car that people could only stand. If 
a person fell asleep and fell, he or she was crushed and died. At Auschwitz the three stayed 
together and helped each other. Davidovics’ father was especially determined to survive and 
helped his brother and father secure extra food. Near the end of the war her father and brother 
were sent to Bergen Belsen. By that time, they had lost track of their father. Her father and 
uncle survived Bergen-Belsen but were near death when the British liberated the camp. The 
British soldiers were ready to leave the father and brother for dead, since they had no pulse, 
but her father yelled out and was able to get the soldiers to find his brother and take them to 
recuperate together. Unfortunately, they were given food that they could not digest. 
Davidovics’ father survived with severe diarrhea, but his brother died. Her father was then sent 
to Sweden where he was rehabilitated.  

At the end of the war Davidovics” father retuned to the small town where he had grown up. His 
neighbors had moved into his house and would not vacate it. But her father did find some 
valuables that had been buried before the deportations. He married, had a child, Ani (Eva 
Breger), but was not able to get a visa to leave until the 1970s when the family came to the 
United States. Her father continued to identify strongly as a Jew, though he became an ardent 
Zionist and less religious. 

After telling her father’s story Davidovics told about the effects on her. She also retained a 
strong Jewish identity, but to please her father she married a man who was not suitable. They 
divorced after nineteen years together. She related the antisemitism she experienced as a child 
even under the communist regime. She also told of the guilt and suffering she experienced as 
the child of a survivor. She felt that she could do nothing to make her father unhappy. Most of 
all, Davidovics regretted the loss of grandparents and uncles and aunts who would have loved 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



her. After coming to the United States, she became more religious and raised her sons as strong 
Jews. 
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