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Summary 
 
Andrzej Garczynski was a Polish Catholic born on March 4, 1924, in a small town in Poland, 
approximately twenty-five miles east of the city Czestochowa. His father was an architect and 
his mother a homemaker. He had a younger sister and an older brother, who had joined the 
Polish army before the German invasion. His parents were Catholic, but only his mother was 
religious. Because of his father’s work the family moved several times and were in Warsaw 
when the war began. Until the war, the family lived comfortably in an apartment. Andrzej said 
that he had a couple of Jewish friends but that they played sports together and did not talk 
about the political situation. Andrzej went to public school, including one year of high school. 
Despite Polish propaganda saying that the Poles would crush the German army, the latter 
quickly defeated the Poles. His family was preparing to move east into the Russian Zone when 
the family’s apartment building was bombed, and his parents and sister were killed. Andrzej 
was outside the building at the time. He tried to go east on his own but had to return because 
the Russians would not let him in to their zone of occupation. He then ended up staying with his 
mother’s cousin for a while and finally with his mother’s sister and uncle on a farm until, he 
said, 1942 or 1943 (likely 1943). There his uncle was helping to feed local members of the Polish 
resistance (Home Army).  
For helping partisans, both Andrzej and his uncle were arrested by the Gestapo and sent to 
prison. He was beaten and interrogated. Finally, he was sent to Auschwitz 1 in September 1943. 
At first, he was sent to the hospital because of illness but later worked in the kitchen, then 
loading bricks and finally back to work in the hospital. Although the hospital had few drugs for 
treating the sick Andrzej work there was relatively easy. As the Russian army approached in late 
September 1944 he and other political prisoners were transferred briefly to Birkenau and then 
to a small work camp in Czechoslovakia where he made engines for German tanks. On May 7, 
1945, he was liberated by the Russians. Andrzej then made his way to the American occupied 
zone and was put in a Displaced Persons camp. Bored, he left and went to Munich and worked 
guarding American property. In November 1940 he was allowed to leave for the United States 
where he worked for Bulova for over thirty years. 
As a political prisoner in Auschwitz, Andrzej recognized that he was better treated than Jews. 
He knew of the gas chambers and ovens and was aware that after the Hungarians came bodies 
were being burnt in open pits. Unfortunately, the interviewer did not press Andrzej on what he 
thought about this or the treatment of Jews in general before or during the war. 
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