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Summary 
 
This interview with Sally Goldstein was conducted in 1992.  
 
Sally Goldstein was born in Poland in the small town Narol, Galicia on February 11, 1924. Narol 
was a small town. Jews and other Poles attended a secular school together. Sally had mostly 
non-Jewish friends and did not experience antisemitism personally before the war. But she 
remembered that some Poles called on Jewish businesses to be boycotted.  Sally was the 
youngest of two children born to a father in his second marriage. Her father was 76 at the time 
of her birth. He died at 88 before the beginning of the war. Sally did not know his children from 
his first marriage. Her mother had polio as a child and was a homemaker. Sally’s father was a 
bookbinder. Sally’s brother was seven years older than her. He helped their father in his 
business until the beginning of the war. Her brother, who looked Aryan, was fortunate, as a 
German soldier took a liking to him in 1941 and sent him to live on a farm in Germany where 
the soldier’s wife lived. He presumably survived.  The family was religious, but Sally did not 
know Yiddish. 
When the war broke out Narol was on the border with the Russian occupied Zone, and most of 
the Jews in Narol crossed over to the Russian Zone. But Sally’s mother insisted on staying in 
Narol since she was from Austria and was fluent in German. She thought this would help. Sally 
remembered the first two years of the occupation being relatively quiet, though Jews were 
forced to wear armbands and some Jews were killed indiscriminately. During that time, Sally 
also experienced brutal beatings by German soldiers. In one instance it was because she 
refused the sexual advances of the soldier. This was to happen again since, apparently, she was 
very attractive and looked Aryan. In May of 1942 Sally and her mother were deported on cattle 
cars to what was supposed to be a labor camp near Belzec. Her mother encouraged her and a 
friend to jump off the train, which they did. They hid out in several barns, but when they were 
discovered by the Polish owners, they were ordered to leave either because they didn’t like 
Jews or were afraid of what the Germans might do to them.  
The interview then continued on to the second tape and seemed to skip part of the story. In 
late 1942 Sally was sent with other Polish girls to work in Leipzig, Germany. By then Sally was 
hiding her Jewish identity, though one of the girls told the others Sally was Jewish. Fortunately, 
Sally was placed in a German home where Sally was able to live out the war. She worked largely 
as a maid and also in an adjoining store owned by the couple. When the war was over the host 
couple tried to marry Sally off to a German friend, but Sally claimed she couldn’t because she 
was Catholic, and when that didn’t convince them, she pretended to have a Dutch boyfriend. In 
the end, Sally admitted that she was Jewish which her hosts found it very difficult to believe. 
Sally and another Jewish friend went to Hanover where there were other Jews, mostly from 
concentration camps. Although conditions for her in Hanover were much worse than in Leipzig, 
Sally stayed there until she met her husband in 1946 and then came to the United States in 
1949 where she raised three children. 
Sally complained how hard the years were during the war and yet boasted how resourceful she 
had become. She also said that she almost lost her faith and attachment to Judaism but was 
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able to recover her Jewish identity after the war. She never was able to tell her children about 
her experiences. 
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