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Karl Gorath begins his narrative with his return from a trip to Dusseldorf. At the time, Gorath 
found the Gestapo waiting for him inside of his apartment in Bremerhaven. War had just 
broken out. They took him to the station on the Deutscher Ring (today, Friedrich Ebert street), 
where he was accused of indecent and lewd behavior. Gorath denied the charges and asked for 
evidence. He was told that a jealous former lover had filed a complaint against him. With no 
other evidence, they took Gorath to the Nordstrasse and kept him there for two days. Gorath 
consulted with an attorney, but he didn’t accept the case as there wasn’t much that he could 
do to help him. Gorath was then taken into protective custody and sent to Bremen, where he 
went through a new round of questioning. With the interrogator’s gun placed prominently on 
the table, Gorath was “asked” to sign a document agreeing to the protective custody.   
 
After Bremen, Gorath was sent to Hamburg and then on to the Neuengamme concentration 
camp. After some days, he was taken to the subcamp Wittenberge. As a trained nurse, Gorath 
was ordered by the camp director to help out in the infirmary and to look after Polish POWs. 
His job did not require him to heal the inmates but he had to make sure that they died quickly 
by cutting their bread ration in half and letting them starve. After only a few days, Gorath 
developed an ulcer on his leg which left him unable to continue with his work. He was 
transferred back to Neuengamme and on by train to Auschwitz.  
 
Upon arrival in Auschwitz, Gorath and his fellow inmates were greeted by an orchestra. The 
musicians were dressed in white. Later, he learned that the band was meant for the military 
units that were leaving in the morning or returning in the evening. The camp elder, a political 
prisoner Dr. Dürmeier from Vienna, escorted the newly arrived prisoners to block 25, the 
barracks assigned to the sick inmates. Most of the men in that block were from Poland. The 
block elder, Prof. Wasilewski, tried to help the inmates by declaring them unfit for work and 
with this preventing them from being used as forced labor.  
 
When Gorath moved to block 3, which was overseen by the block elder and political prisoner 
Karl Ox. Ox assigned Gorath with the duties of a barrack elder, that would keep him from having 
to report for work duty. Gay men were subject to cruel treatment by the guards and fellow 
inmates. Gorath’s responsibilities as barrack elder included keeping the sanitation, order, and 
food ratio within the barrack. The SS forced gay men to have intercourse with women 
periodically. These women were ordered to gather inside one, especially for that purpose 
dedicated barrack. After each of those visits, the men received a stamp on their hand as proof.  
 
Gorath was released from prison in May 1945. Initially, he was glad to be free again. But after 
some time, he longed for the time in the camp, saying that there were also some good things 
happening to him in Auschwitz. His friends and family distanced themselves from him after they 
learned that he was incarcerated because of §175 (German penal code criminalizing same-sex 
male relations). He also felt not welcome anymore in his local church. Gorath ended up moving 
in and living with his mother. He married in 1951, to a woman ten years his senior. She knew 
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about Gorath’s past and provided much needed emotional support and helped him overcome 
feelings of loneliness. After being unemployed for ten years, he found a job as a secretary in a 
sailor’s asylum where he stayed for 15 years.  
 
In 1989, Gorath received reparations of a one-time amount of 5.000 DM (German Mark) and a 
monthly pension of 500 DM. He was the only gay man in the FRG, who was awarded a pension 
for injustice suffered under National Socialism.  

_______________ 
Translated & Summarized by Maria F. Baker 
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