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Norman Salsitz was born as Naftali Salschutz and changed his name during the war and later in 
the US.  His Polish name was Tadeusz Jadash, Tadeusz Zaleski for the Underground, then a 
Russian name, Anatoli Sherbakov with the Russian Partisans and Lazarus Spillman was his 
German name to interrogate the Germans.  He became Norman Selsitz when he came to the US.  
In 1939, the Communists occupied Stanislav. His business and apartment were taken from him 
and his wife.  After he was liberated in 1944, he joined the Polish Army to take revenge as his 
father’s last words were, “Take revenge.”  He was in the final push to take over Berlin on 
January 12, 1945.  Norman was assigned to Military Intelligence in Krakow as an official 
occupier on January 19, 1945 to interrogate the Germans who remained in Poland, Ethnic 
Germans and the Poles who collaborated with the Germans.  He also questioned Poles with the 
Communist government who were imitating peasants as they were dressed in peasant clothing.  
Norman gave food and clothing to the Jewish community and to his future wife to help others as 
the Jews in Poland were not helped by the Polish government.  From Krakow, Norman was 
transferred to Breslau where he was Head Security for the city.  Norman and his wife felt they 
could not remain as there was anti-Semitism and they were not Communists. They took a truck 
to Germany to join his wife’s family in Palestine.  He was unable to get a visa to Palestine, their 
first choice, but the JOINT (Jewish International charity) sent him and his wife to America on a 
group visa.  He was 27 when he arrived in NY on January 17, 1947 where they were met by his 
brother and stayed with him for two weeks.  They lived on his wife’s salary as a Hebrew School 
teacher and an Italian gave them a room in his apartment. Norman helped an organization collect 
guns for Israel and was arrested and released.  Norman had a good position in Germany but had a 
hard time finding work in the US.  His relatives did not help him find work but a stranger, Louis 
Segal, got Norman work selling remnants.  He stayed in the business for ten years and went into 
construction.  They visited his wife’s family in Israel who could not help them settle there so 
Norman and his wife returned home to America.  Most of his friends are fellow survivors from 
Poland as they appreciate what he accomplished. Norman is active in organizations where he 
lectures and suggests films about the Holocaust for them to view.  At first, people thought he 
spoke too much about the Holocaust but lately they are interested.  Also, he has written books 
about his experiences.  After 11 years, his wife gave birth to Esther who had three sons.  Most of 
his family were killed and he is the only one of four survivors of his town. He and his wife still 
dream of their youth and experiences during the war. He felt he survived to tell the world about 
the Holocaust. 
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