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Flora Mendelowitz was born August 16, 1930 in Betchem, a suburb of Antwerp, Belgium and 
had two younger sisters, Charlotte and Betty.  She enjoyed accompanying her father to 
Mechullin, France where he bought new catalogs and furniture for his carpenter shop.  Flora 
walked a mile and a half to public school followed by Yiddish School.  Yiddish was spoken at 
home and Flora learned Flemish in school.  Flora lived in a Jewish neighborhood with a 
synagogue, butcher, baker and a bookstore.  There was only Conservative Judaism.  When the 
Depression came, her father lost his shop and joined a ship as their carpenter where he became 
friends with Carl, a German.  Her father came home every three months and the family went to 
the nearby park and rode bicycles.  When his ship landed in Canada after Kristallnacht, he 
defected and was smuggled by car into the US where he lived with his sister.  The ship notified 
the family and they were upset. Flora’s parents had come from Romania in 1928 to get away 
from the unemployment and anti-Semitism there. The US aunt tried to get the family a visa to 
join their father but they were considered Romanian and there was no quota for them. Summer 
1940 Flora and her sister were sent to two different camps for two weeks.  When the Germans 
marched in on May 10, war was declared and Flora was bussed home.  All the neighbors were 
packing to leave as they recalled the Germans torturing the civilians in World War I.   A 
neighbor offered the family a ride in their trundle seat and the family took the opportunity to 
escape to France, leaving without Charlotte who was detained at her camp.  When the car broke 
down, they all walked during the day and slept in the fields or a barn at night.  They had taken 
two suitcases and had to leave one suitcase as her mother had to carry Betty, age five, suffering 
with the measles.  They reached Calais but the Red Cross ship was full.  Her mother left Flora 
alone with Betty in a dark shelter so Flora was scared.  When her mother returned, they went to 
the train station and left the second suitcase there.  They reached Boulogne Sur Mer where a 
Café owner took them in.  Flora saw others pillaging so she took a pair of boots but was caught.  
There was an order that all non-French had to return to their country of origin so they returned to 
Antwerp where they found Charlotte with a neighbor.  All Jews were required to wear the Jewish 
Star and the sisters were insulted in school.   On August 10, they were prohibited from the park 
and movies and could no longer attend public school so only attended Yiddish School.  For a few 
months they played with neighbor children until the Gestapo came around periodically and 
picked up some Jews.  The SS blew their siren and the Jews would run through the labyrinth of 
houses to hide.  Her mother worked in a restaurant at that time and Floras helped her mother 
smuggle food from France by saying the sugar was her doll.  They were not given ration stamps 
so shopped on the Black Market and sometimes got food from Carl.  Carl warned them to leave 
town so they took the train to Brussels and upon arrival saw IDs were being checked.  Her 
mother told the three girls to fight so they would be let go and it worked.  They went to an aunt’s 
house, did not wear their stars and enrolled in public school.   
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The principal realized they were Jewish and told her mother that a student’s brother was a Nazi 
and the girls should leave.  Flora was chosen to tell the neighbors in Antwerp to leave so she 
went there by train.  She saw the Nazis beat the bookstore owner and throw the books into the 
street.  Late ’41 Flora saw the Antwerp synagogue burning with the firemen standing by, doing 
nothing. Flora’s memories are confirmed by a book published by Father Bruno Reynders, a 
Benedictine Monk who saved 300 children.  The principal suggested Messr. Georges Ramson 
who was a school patron and active in the resistance would help them.  He hid the three girls 
under fruit crates in a flatbed truck.  They kept quiet while Germans searched the truck at 
checkpoints.  Flora relates how she had a tickle in her throat and resisted coughing.  They were 
taken to a Monastery in Doel where Mother Superior and Sister Adonia greeted them.  The nuns 
were afraid to take in the Jewish girls but did so for a few days.  Then Father Bruno took them to 
St. Josephs Orphanage in Etterbeek where they remained for eight months.  The institution was 
dirty and full of rats and Flora had to peel potatoes.  They had little to eat and their mother 
visited them occasionally.  After visits from the Gestapo, they returned to the aunt’s apartment, 
using false documents given by Messr. Ramson and her mother worked at his factory.  Then 
Flora and her family were told to follow a strange lady to Ruisselede to “Our Lady of ‘Seven 
Sorrows' ' to remain until liberation.  When the aunt, uncle and son, Noonoo, were taken to 
Auschwitz, Flora’s mother came and was hidden.  After liberation, Flora worked in a silk factory 
and Father Bruno enabled her to enter a Catholic School where she was excused from Catechism, 
and had private piano, typing and art lessons.  Meanwhile, her father had served in the US Army 
during the war and was stationed in Florida.  He arranged for his family to take an Army ship 
and join him in NY on May 29, 1946.  At school the children laughed at Flora’s accent and after 
she married Mr. Singer and had a son, he did not want her to talk at school.  She completed the 
GED and started Montgomery College alongside her son.  Then Flora received a BA in teaching 
at the University of Maryland where she obtained admission to Graduate School without the 
GRE and received an M.A. She taught at Einstein High School and later at the University of 
Maryland. 
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