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Harold Spear was born in Danzig, a city on the Baltic Sea that was Polish and the citizens voted 
in ’33 to be under German rule. His father’s business was shipping grain.  Harold was bullied in 
the public school by both students and teachers so his family sent him to his grandmother in 
Pluzga, on the German border.  He left his parents and younger brother. Harold attended a school 
for Jewish children which ended in 7th grade so he boarded in Lodz for a Trade high school. He 
saw his parents once or twice a year.  His relatives in the US invited him to come but Poland 
would not give him a passport as, at 15, was eligible for the draft.  Harold biked to Warsaw 
where all able-bodied were sent to work camp.  He went by cattle car to St. Paulen? where he 
slept in a tent with only one blanket and was given little food.  A month later all Jews were 
placed on a train to a camp in Lublin.  It was a transit camp and he and another worker from his 
town were permitted to go home.  There everyone had to work, so since he studied Tool and Die 
Making in Trade School, he was assigned to repair items for the Germans.  He decided to hide 
out during the war and went 20 km. to Chisava where he took care of a disabled man.  When a 
sign was put up declaring people turning in Jews would get sugar, Harold and his friend hid in 
the woods. He obtained sugar and bartered it for food. Harold heard his grandmother was ill so 
he returned home for her funeral.  He learned that the Germans were gassing Jews in trucks.  His 
parents and brother were deported to Chelmo, refusing to permit Harold to take his brother.  
Losing his family as a teenager might have encouraged him to be on the lookout for cousins and 
neighbors. Harold went by truck to Lodz.  People came to the Ghetto from Vienna and Holland 
and his assignment was to unpack their suitcases and he, also, worked in the metal fabricating 
shop.  The Ghetto was being liquidated and he was told the sooner he leaves, the better job he 
will be given but he felt in no rush to be deported so he slowed down his work.  A young lady 
requested he be responsible for her young brother but Harold was unsuccessful to save him.  
Harold helped his cousin hide potatoes and he was disciplined.  In December, it was thought the 
Russians were getting close, so the prisoners had to march 30 km. to Glivitz, Germany.  They 
were placed on open wagons which were overcrowded so they were trampled.  He could not 
jump off to the helpful Czechs as the truck was guarded by two SS with machine guns.  The SS 
head of his camp wanted to leave his prisoners at Mathuasen but they refused to take in the 
prisoners so they continued on to Radhuasen.  Position VI Rockets were being made there and no 
one knew the entire process. Next, the prisoners were placed on grain barges for one and one/half 
days on the Elbe River to Liebeck.   The English organized exchange of prisoners with German 
POWs.  Three ships arrived and Harold was placed on the Adams and his friend on the Koppa 
Korva.  German speakers including Harold were called on deck so the planes would see the 
prisoners in striped suits and not attack them.   
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The following day, Harold ate a piece of fresh-baked bread and got sick.  He searched for his 
cousin – first in Bari and then in Japeetipecker (?), Italy but could not locate him so went to a DP 
camp in Bergen-Belsen.  He obtained a room with three friends but soon they disbursed and he 
went to Munich in search of a US Consulate.  He found his cousin and they moved 10 km. away 
to Merchenherbroken (?).  They lived in an apartment for seven or eight months.  Harold had to 
enter a hospital for sciatica treatment and left to attend his cousin’s funeral (accident in Munich).  
He returned to his apartment and all was taken by a Jewish committee.  He then entered a clinic 
in Munich and, again, no improvement.  Finally, mud baths were proposed and were helpful.  
His papers arrived to go to the US, and he took a ship from Bremerhaven to the US.  He stayed 
with his uncle in NY for three months where he found going to work plus attending school was 
too much a hardship.  His friend in St. Paul obtained a position for him in a shoe store.  He met 
his wife in St. Paul and they married August 24, 1952 and are now married for 40 years. 
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