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Summary 

The first tape centered on Jack Trompettor and the second on his parents. He was born Isaac or 
Yitzchak Trumpettor on August 2, 1942 in an Amsterdam hospital occupied by the Germans. At 
the same time his father was arrested, taken to Gestapo Headquarters where he was beaten on his 
back and legs and let go because they thought he had TB. All Jews were required to register and 
children could register in place of their parents. His mother’s brother, Shok, registered but the 
parents were deported and Shok, writing from a transit camp, warned the family by writing 
“Don’t bring the red baby carriage.” Jack’s father did not register and decided to go underground 
in November ’42 until liberation. His parents hid with a Catholic family, Cory and Jan Von 
Nunberg in Tilburg who Jack later called “aunt and uncle.” Jack was separated from his parents 
at three months and taken by his uncle to a Quaker Children’s Home and from there to the 
DeFries, a poor elderly couple’s farm in Overeisel. A piece of clothing was left with Jack’s foster 
family so he could be recognized later. There was little food in northern Holland where Jack was 
hidden but the farm had some food resources. After liberation, his father got a job as a butcher 
and started looking for Jack and his stepbrother, Andy, whose parents were caught underground. 
Jack’s father hitchhiked on military vehicles and found both of them. They lived in Amsterdam 
until sponsored by relatives and moved to America in ’49. First, they lived in Far Rockaway and 
then moved to Brooklyn. His family did not keep kosher but had Friday night dinners. There was 
no talk about children being reunited so Jack felt adopted as thought of his foster parents as his 
parents. He was angry and depressed but received no mental health treatment as a teen. The first 
time he attended services was at his own Bar Mitzvah. He felt alienated from Judaism as the 
Italians in Brooklyn beat him up at Easter. His parents made no friends in America. The family 
returned to Holland in 1965 with Jack remaining a year. His parents retired to Holland in 1972 
and Jack visited them. During the visit Jack and his father drove to the farm which became a 
major highway. His mother spent seven years writing a book on her war experiences from which 
Jack reads some passages during the interview. From 1973 to 1980 Jack lived on a farm in New 
England. In ’82 his “aunt and uncle” attended his wedding to Lucy and his father died in ‘85. 
Jack’s wife was interested in Judaism so they joined a synagogue. He is a professional artist but 
does not express his experiences in his work. Now the Netherlands pays for Jack to have therapy 
twice a week as he still feels unsafe and depressed. On May 5, 1991 he attended a conference of 
survivor children which was helpful. He feels the Holocaust should be blamed not only on Hitler 
but, also, on the European Christian community.  
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