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Interview with Prof. Dr. Czesław Pilichowski, Head of the Main Commission for the Study of 
Nazi Crimes in Poland, Ministry of Justice, Warsaw. 
Summary 
 

Interviewer: Where were you just as World War II was about to break out? 

Czesław P.: In August 1939, I was in Sweden. Although Europe at that time was quite calm, on 
August 15, 1939, I decided to return to Poland. I chose to return, because I knew that my native 
country was under threat of attack by Hitler’s Germany and I felt that I needed to return to my 
native country in order to be able to wage a struggle.  

At first I lived with my parents in a village near Inowrocław and Bydgoszcz, na Kujawach, in the 
Province of Bydgoszcz. I worked as a farmer. It was from there that in November of 1939 my 
parents were exiled by the Germans. I fled from the Gestapo, since they began to actively 
search for intellectuals. I changed my occupation to a laborer and fled to Piotrków Kujawski. 
There, like in Polno, Radziejów, Aleksandrów Kujawski, and in other small towns with a 
population from 3,000 to 4,000 inhabitants, where there were many Jews. I mention this 
because it was the first time that I got to know Jews. It is they who extend enormous help to 
me and my family, since we came with virtually no belongings. And there we basically lived until 
the end of the war. 

In December 1939, I joined an organization called Homeland (Ojczyzna) and the Home Army 
(Armja Krajowa), where until January 1945, I fought among the Polish resistance forces.  

Interviewer: Who were the people in the underground? Were they only Poles? 

Czesław P.: No. These were many Jews and people whose nationality was irrelevant. They were 
united by their commitment to fight Fascism. 

Interviewer: How did you wage this underground struggle? 

Czesław P. provides a very general description of these methods. At this point, the Interviewer 
abruptly interjects with her own narrative pertaining to her experiences in Poland during the 
war. It turns out that she imprisoned in the Łódz Ghetto from December 1939 until she was 
deported to Auschwitz in 1944.  

Interviewer: Did you know while you were in the underground, what the Germans were doing 
to Jews in concentrations camps and ghettos? 

Czesław P. At that time we did have some information, but our information was incomplete. It 
wasn’t until the end of 1943 that we were more aware of what was going on in the ghettos. 
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However just around that time the Germans developed a facility for mass extermination in 
Chełmn nad Nerem. That was a place where many Jews were liquidated, as were the children 
from Lidice, and a large number of Gypsies. Jews from the Łódz Ghetto were also brought there 
and were liquidated. So, in some respect, whatever misfortune you faced in Oświȩcim 
(Auschwitz), you were fortunate that you weren’t deported to Chełmn nad Nerem, where you 
would have been exterminated. 

Interviewer: I wasn’t really so lucky. I lost my parents to hunger, filth, and unhygienic conditions 
that were prevalent in ghettos. Can you tell me why during all those years no one came to help 
us? Before the war, I lived with Poles. I had many Polish friends. My parents lived with Poles 
and worked with Poles. No one helped us. 3,000,000 Jews died in Poland. Why didn’t the Poles 
help? During all the uprisings, the Poles did not help the Jews. 

Czesław P.: I’m of a different opinion. We’ve made numerous studies on this subject and 
concluded that by taking into account various organized, spontaneous and clandestine 
measures, Poles saved 100,000 to 120,000 Jews. 

[Translator’s comment: From here on in, for most of the remaining part of the interview, the 
two participants of this interview became locked in a dispute. The interviewer, who was a 
holocaust survivor herself, wanted Dr. Czesław Pilichowski to provide a compelling explanation 
as to why the Poles did not extend any compassion to the Jews and did not display any good 
will to them?] 

In the defense of the Poles, Dr. Pilichowski brings up numerous examples that showed that 
other nationalities were not much better in coming to the Jews’ assistance. He also underlines 
that that the Poles were also victims under the German occupation. They two were designated 
as untermentchenand were destined for ultimate extermination. 

Much of the discussion from this point is of limited academic value. Arguments in defense of 
the respective person’s point of view lack credibility and substantiating facts. The exchange, as 
can be imagine was rather passionate and heated. 

It is towards the end of the interview, that the Interviewer asks the following: What is your 
current work and what criminal things have you uncovered? 

Czesław P.: Since 1965 I have studied crimes committed by Hitler’s Germany in Poland, and 
pursued those who committed them. Those criminals were not pursued for crimes committed 
against any particular nationality, but because they were crimes against humanity.  

Interviewer: Can you give us some examples of your work? What sort of criminals have you 
encountered and whom have you caught and brought to justice ? 
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Czesław P.: Ludwig Khan [sp?]--Head of the Gestapo in Warsaw; Libow [sp?], [who was 
mentioned previously by the Interviewer]; Rudolph Hess—Head of the Oświȩcim Concentration 
Camp; Rheam [sp?] Braunshteiner [sp?]--a criminal in Majdanek. She was found living in the 
U.S. Once found, she was extradited to the Federal Republic of Germany. There, in Dusseldorf, 
she was tried and found guilty for her crimes and was sentenced to life in prison. (BTW: Had she 
been extradited to Poland, she would have received a death sentence for those crimes.) 

We conducted very broad studies of all crimes perpetrated by Fascist Germany in all facilities in 
which they conducted acts of mass extermination of Jews. 

Interviewer: Have you found Poles who went over to the German side during the? 

Czesław P.: In Poland, all together some 5,340 people of German extraction were arrested, tried 
and punished. That was one group. Then there were Germans from the Third Reich and Austria. 
This group represented more than 5,000 people. Then there was a group of some 12,000 
people who collaborated with the Germans. This group represented people from some 20 
European countries, not just Poles. Some of them were Jews.  

Since all those in Poland who were guilty of crimes against humanity have been brought to 
justice, our current efforts are directed towards extending legal and evidentiary assistance to 
West Germany where a large nest of war criminals continues to hide. We have close ties with 
the U.S. Department of Justice, especially the branch that is dedicated to capturing those war 
criminals. More recently we’ve been cooperating with Canada and many European and non-
European countries. We are dedicated to finding every last war criminal, no matter where he 
may be hiding. No war crime should go unpunished. We will track down those criminals. Of that 
I can assure you. 

Interviewer: Has Israel been helpful in your work? 

Czesław P. goes on to describe his contacts with people at Yadvashem. Recently he had a 
conversation with Special Cell 06, of the Israeli Police. He is acquainted with the Israeli Chief of 
Police. He has become friends with Director Gideon Hausner, the prosecutor at Eichmann’s 
trial. 

Interviewer: How did Poland feel when Eichmann was being tried? 

Czesław P.: We submitted a special documentation on Eichmann. But this trial was not a source 
of joy. We were pleased that this criminal was uncovered and punished. We are still looking for 
such criminals like Mengel.  

At this point the interview was brought to a close, still bristling with flashes of the unreconciled 
difference over the conduct of Poles towards Jews during the war. 
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