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 Eugenia was born in Warsaw, Poland in 1922 to a middle-class family. Her father was a 
traveling salesman and her mother ran a little cane store with her sister. She had an older 
brother and a cousin who lived with them and was like her sister. The family was not very 
religious. Eugenia didn’t know how to speak Yiddish until the war years. The war came suddenly 
when she was 16. Her father and brother left for. Russia but eventually came back to Warsaw. 
 Eugenia describes how the Germans took everything from the Jews. Banks were closed, 
there was massive hunger and many rapes of young women. They had to house one of the 
Jewish families that were herded into Warsaw from the countryside. She describes conditions 
in the ghetto and how it was run by the Judenrat. She said the Jewish police in Warsaw did 
whatever the Germans asked them. Some people who were in the police now are afraid to go 
to Israel where they might meet people who they knew what they had done.  She worked for 
the SS doing carpentry and electricity. When Jews were evacuated from their homes, she had 
to go in a strip the houses. 
 Resistance started after some escapees came back from Treblinka and described the 
killings. She describes the black market and her mother’s role in selling items to the Polish 
police. She describes how children were the main smugglers and were frequently killed.  
Eugenia describes having to run from the burning ghetto and a German took them to a 
basement to hide.  However, they didn’t have any food and the Germans eventually found the 
approximately 100 people in the cellar. They shot the men and took the women on trains to 
Majdanek. Eugenia’s father was killed during the ghetto uprising. Her brother died in Treblinka 
II and her mother died on the train going to Majdanek. She describes having to run from Lublin 
to the camp and those who were slow were killed by attack dogs. 
 Eugenia describes being in six different concentration camps. First, she carried stones 
from one end of a camp to another. She describes the killing, whippings, dog attacks and 
multiple deaths in all the camps. At one camp she worked in a factory packing bullets and got 
slightly better food. A German guard eventually got her a coat and shoes so she wouldn’t freeze 
to death. As the Russians came near, she was put on a train to Ravensbrück. It took 3 weeks 
and there was no food or water on the train. When they arrived at Ravensbrück she couldn’t 
even walk. She was then sent to Burgau for 4 weeks and then Turkheim. She spent about 2 
years in the various camps.  On one of the death marches she and others escaped and hid in a 
barn. Then the Americans arrived and they wept for joy. The US soldiers made the Germans 
care for the Jews.  Eugenia got typhus and was sent to a hospital in Turkheim, where she met 
her husband. Her husband became the president of the Bad-Listov Jewish community and they 
were supported by the Americans.  
 Eugenia gets reparations from the Germans. She finds it hard to share her experiences 
with non-survivors. 
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