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 Mania was born in September 10, 1919 in Cherkhanov (possibly Ciechanów), a little 
village about 100 km from Warsaw. Her father was a tailor; she had sisters and a brother. One 
sister had gone to Belgium before the war and survived. She remembers a lot of antisemitism, 
but she had lots of gentile friends. Mania learned dressmaking.  
 She and her family hid for 2 weeks after the Germans started bombing in 1939 but 
eventually moved into the Weinstutt ghetto. Mania became a nurse but also sewed for extra 
food. She describes life in the ghetto. She mentions a Mr. Friedman who was the head of the 
ghetto who had to deliver the people to be killed to the Germans. People didn’t believe that 
things were happening in the concentration camps, but in 1942 she was part of the liquidation 
that was sent to Auschwitz in cattle cars. She describes the scene at the station at Auschwitz 
and Dr. Mengele’s selection process. She describes the showers, shaving, tattooing and 
importance of soup bowls. Every few weeks Dr. Mengele would come again and make a 
selection. Her sister was sent to the gas chambers in one of these. She particularly mentions a 
woman, Suda (sp) Rabota who was very brave and helped the men who plotted to blow up one 
of the crematoria. She was killed, but not before she spit in the face of an SS officer. 
 Mania describes that she broke an ankle but escaped the gas chamber because the 
block leader said she was a good worker and sent her to Canada, where they processed clothes 
and belongings from people exterminated. At one point she recognized the clothes of her 
mother and nieces. 
 As the Germans were losing, she and the others were sent on a death march to 
Ravensbrück. She mentions that non-Jewish political prisoners there were treated very badly. 
Mania volunteered to work cleaning barracks. After a few months, she was sent to Bergen 
Belsen. She remembers the humiliation of having men prisoners shave their pubic hair because 
of lice. 
 One day the Germans were gone and they were free She found out her brother and 
father had worked in a coal men. She found her brother in Buchenwald and met his friend 
whom she soon married. They lived in Landsberg until 1949 when they went to the US. Her 
daughter was born in 1947. The Jewish organizations sent them to Boston where her husband 
eventually was able to get into the furriers’ union. She now has 2 children and a grandson.  
Mania states that one can never have a normal life after living what she lived through. 
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