
   STELLA PENZER 
   RG-50.243.0024 (recorded 1986) 
 
 Stella was born in 1921 in Warsaw, Poland. She lived with her parents, twin brother and 
3 aunts. Her father worked as a typesetter for a Jewish Daily. He was considered a Bund 
member but people described her mother as a communist. They founded a library in the town. 
She describes a rich Jewish life in this town of 2000 people. There was some antisemitism. She 
remembers when the Germans threw out all the Jews of Polish origin from Germany. The town 
was a Russian area after 1939; the Jews had no problems with the Russians. People who didn’t 
want Russian citizenship were often deported East, but that inadvertently saved many lives 
during the Holocaust. After the Germans took over the town, all Jewish learning stopped. 
 Stella pretended to be gentile and went to Bialystok. She went back to Warsaw and 
became a nursing student. She describes working the Warsaw ghetto as a nurse. She said one 
had to become very callous to be able to stand all the children dying. Her parents were 
eventually shot in the ghetto. Stella mentions Janusz Korczak and how he helped so many 
children. Eventually Stella ran away and her boyfriend’s sister in law who was not Jewish left 
with her to Love. There she worked as a charwoman to the secretary of an SS man and again 
pretended she was gentile. 
 Stella eventually moved to the Sudetenland and worked as a nurse. She mentions her 
best friend Mariska and he boyfriend who survived Mauthausen. She said she had a good life 
working and living in that area, although she remembers the air raids. When the Russians 
chased out the Germans she said they were raping all the women. 
 Even after the war ended there were terrible pogroms. Stella left for Czechoslovakia. It 
is not clear how she ended up in the United States. 
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