
CARL SCHLESINGER 
RG-50.243.0032 (recorded 1991 Boston) 
 
Carl was born in 1917 in Breslau, Germany, the younger of 5 brothers. His parents were 
originally from Silesia and his father was a tailor. In his childhood there were about 12,000 Jews 
in Breslau. He became an electrician so he would have a trade. He talks about his brother 
Hebert who dated a gentile and they were both jailed for 2 years and then in 1938 he was sent 
to Buchenwald. He then escaped with his girlfriend and her father to Holland and then Belgium.  
Carol was with his uncle in Hamburg trying to get emigration papers to Argentina, but decided 
to follow his brother. He walked to Belgium and came to Antwerp. Another brother went to 
South Africa in 1936 and to the US in 1945. 
 
Carl says he was very athletic. He remembers much antisemitism and cites a German teacher 
especially. His parents had urged all the brothers to leave Germany. Only one, Zigbert, died in 
Auschwitz He describes some near-death experiences. He was sent to Gurs and describes 
terrible conditions. There he worked preparing bombs for shipment. In 1943 he was deported 
to Poland through Drancy and then a satellite of Auschwitz where he worked putting down 
railroad rails. He remembers being whipped because he had a book. He found out his parents 
had been sent to Theresienstadt. 
 
In 1943 he was sent from Auschwitz to Warsaw to too lean up the remains of the ghetto. He 
was there until 1944. Typhus was rampant and killed thousands. Some people found gold 
hidden in the ruins and were able to trade it. A concentration camp was built on the ruins of the 
ghetto. There was an uprising in 1944 but it was unsuccessful. 
 
As the. Russians neared, Carl and others walked for 6 days and then went by cattle car to 
Dachau. A Kapo on the train saved him from being killed by a soldier. Because he suffered burns 
he was sent to a batter camp, Allach, which was liberated by the Americans on April 29. From 
there he went to Munich and Feldafing. He heard that his parents had survived and he reunited 
with them in Berlin, where he stayed 3 months. He met his wife in Bergen Belsen. They went to 
Belgium where they were married. He worked illegally until he came to the US in 1950. 
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