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Summary 

Josef Bajor was born on October 24, 1931 in Budapest, Hungary. During childhood, he had non-
Jewish friends and visited his mother’s relatives in Austria. In 1939 his father served in the 
military. The children remained in school and sent letters and packages to the soldiers. In 1941 
his father was sent to a labor camp in Hungary. After Germany invaded in March 1944, he 
remained in school and the Hungarians showed more hatred. Concentration camps and gas 
chambers were unknown. In October 1944, the Arrow Cross took power after the Horthy 
Declaration. Jewish houses were entered and civilians worked on rubble removal and damage 
caused by the war. Josef’s mother was taken on November 9, 1944 and his father obtained a 
Schutzpass (protective passport) for her but the Hungarians did not accept it. Josef remained with 
his grandparents. Soon the housemeister helped him enter a protected house run by the Spanish 
Red Cross in Budakeszl Street. Refugee children from Romania and Czechoslovakia were kept at 
the house. Due to lack of food, Josef and a friend went to the Pest side to obtain food cards as 
refugees. While he was away, the Arrow Cross entered the house and the children ran into the 
woods. The Russians entered in December 1944. Josef witnessed the shooting of 99 SS men and 
participated in their burial. He returned home in January 1945 where he found his father and 
grandparents. He joined Hashomer Haza’tr (Zionist group) and waited for the return of his 
mother but she died in Bergen-Belsen from typhoid. Josef left Budapest for Germany on 
December 31, 1945 and resided in Strot. He was on the Exodus to Israel in 1947. He returned to 
Hamburg and visited Amstau and Singewarden. He left for Israel February 1948 and arrived 
April 29, 1948. Josef visited Hungary in 1987. He believes his rescue was a matter of luck and 
he does not know of any people or organizations involved in rescue during the war. He heard of 
Wallenberg after the war. He felt his mother had no luck. On her way to Vienna, she wrote a 
letter to the family asking for another Schutzpass but they could not transfer such a paper to her 
as did not know her location.  
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