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Summary 
 
Ahava Feldberg (née Weiss) was born on December 18, 1929, in Budapest. She grew up with 
her extended family. Her father served in the Hungarian Navy, including during World War I 
under Horthy. When the war began in 1939, he was drafted into the army as a truck driver 
where he served for five years mainly on the Hungarian-Ukrainian border. In April 1944, after 
the Germans entered Hungary and he was no longer in uniform, he was assigned to fix trucks in 
a military labor camp in Budapest. In October 1944, he and others were taken on a death march 
from Brobaslovena (sp?) to Vienna.  
She was in high school when the Germans entered Hungary. When the schools closed, many 
young Jews worked in factories to show that they wanted to work. She worked first in a sausage 
factory, then in a carton factory, which was considered an essential war factory. She talks about 
the night when 10,000 Jews were taken to Tattersall Hall and then sent to the camps. None of 
those taken that night returned. At that time, she lived in a building with a yellow star. When 
the Jews were taken to the Tattersall Hall, the Nazis rushed the people to form lines. She didn’t 
get into line quickly. When they had got to their count of 10,000 Jews, they let those who had 
not been counted go home. She had also shown her document that she worked in a war 
factory.  
In August 1944, her mother, her sister and she left their home at 73 Dohany Street since the 
building was owned by non-Jews. Her grandparents stayed since her grandfather wasn’t 
considered Jewish because he was handicapped as a result of his decorated military service 
during World War I. They moved to 94 Dohany Street, which was as a Jewish building. They 
were told that Jews would still be taken from homes with the yellow star and that they needed 
to find another place to live. They were asked if they were interested in having Swiss 
sponsorship. She thinks that her grandfather arranged for them to live under Swiss patronage 
and that it cost about $1,500 to get a set of family documents. The first house that they moved 
to was in the 7th district, in Belváros, an upscale neighborhood, in October-November. They 
heard that the Swedish buildings were safer because the Germans weren’t going into them. Her 
grandfather got the papers for her family to go there. The conditions were much better. This 
was where they lived when her father returned from the eight-day death march to Vienna. He 
had been badly beaten along the way. He managed to escape when they neared Vienna by 
getting on top of a train car that was returning to Budapest. He said he came to warn them to 
leave and for them not to think that staying in a building with the yellow star would save them. 
After two days, the Arrow Cross came and took them from that building. They had a list of 
names and divided the people. Her family was split at this time. They never saw the people, 
including her father and aunt, who were sent to the right. This was December 2, 1944. Her 
father told her mother to leave the assembly point and go to her parent’s house. Ahava said 
that she would stand proudly as a Jew. Her mother took off her Jewish star, then her mother 
and her younger sister left. Those on the left returned to the building where they lived. She was 
alone for a few days when her mother convinced her to leave and return to her grandparent’s 
house. She didn’t take off her Jewish star.  
On January 15, 1945, the Russians liberated the area. When some came into their apartment 
demanding liquor, her family hid her in a closet fearing that she would be raped.  

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



All of her family was in Budapest except for one relative who lived in Gyor. Their entire family 
was taken during the war and never heard from again.  
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