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Arye Leon Hecht was born in Transylvania, Romania, on April 24, 1927. His father worked in a 
factory, his mother was a homemaker, and there were five children. 
In 1942, the Hungarians expelled his family and others. On April 1, they were put on trains 
headed to Romania. That night they were forced to cross the border to Romania, but they were 
not accepted as being Romanian citizens. They next day they were sent back to the Hungarian 
border. After Passover, they were allowed to return home. In July 1942, he went to Budapest 
on his own where he went to the Joint’s offices for help. They helped him find a place to live 
and he went to school to learn hairdressing. After a few months, his family was again expelled 
to Romania and again they were not received, so they joined him in Budapest. He lived in a 
Jewish neighborhood at 19 Mayakovski Street (then called Kiri sp?) and his school was at 67 
Mayakovski Street.  
From 1940, things worsened for Jews in Budapest with all of the restrictions. From 1942-1944, 
his family was in Budapest. In 1943, his father was drafted to a labor camp near Budapest, and 
a few months later his brother was drafted. One sister stayed with family not far from 
Budapest; they were sent to Auschwitz where she died. 1n spring 1944, the Germans occupied 
Hungary. They hoped that things would get better, but they just got worse. His mother brought 
his two sisters (7 and 15) to Red Cross children’s homes. He was sent to a labor camp after the 
Fascists came to power. His group worked at the international airport in Budapest. When they 
were done, they were sent back. The rest of the group was headed to Austria, but he snuck out 
and returned to Budapest. On the way to the Jewish community office at 12 Sip Street, he met 
a friend, Moritz Fogel, who was wearing a fascist’s uniform and was active in the underground, 
who took him to a Swedish safe house where he stayed for a few weeks. This was in December 
1944. Because of the crowding, a group was taken to the Swiss embassy. He left the building 
one day, and was immediately arrested and taken to the police station. After three days, he 
was put into a prisoners’ truck that went to a train station. They were guarded by the Arrow 
Cross and housed for a few days in a building with a few hundred Jews. Then, they were 
marched to the Jewish ghetto in the 7th District. While they were being marched, they heard 
that Budapest was surrounded by the Red Army. Until liberation by the Ukrainian Army, they 
were mainly in shelters because of the bombings.  
After liberation, he and his mother returned to their Budapest apartment, but it was occupied 
by a Christian family. They went to their home in Transylvania. His father and brother had been 
in Mauthausen, where his father died two weeks after liberation. In 1945, the Red Cross 
notified them about the location of his surviving sisters, and he brought them home. He and his 
older sister reached Israel in 1946 on the “Knesset Israel.” His brother arrived in 1948, and his 
mother and other sister arrived in 1951.  
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