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Josef was born on January 23, 1932, in a Hungarian town, Matesoka (Mátészalka?), a day’s 
travel from Budapest. His father was a lumber dealer, and his mother was a housewife and was 
one of 12 siblings. He had two younger brothers. His mother and brothers were sent to 
Auschwitz in May or June 1944, where they were killed.  

In September 1943, he moved to Budapest, to study at a Jewish seminary and live with his uncle, 
Jago Mor, and his family on Pozsonyi Street. Around the time he arrived in Budapest, the 
seminary was closed. At this time, his father was injured at work, so he went to Budapest for 
treatment and also lived at his uncle’s home. He stayed and learned a trade at a school 
established by the Jewish community. The school was near the municipal garden in what is now 
Mexico Street. When the Germans entered Budapest in March 1944, they closed the institution 
and took it over, so he returned to live with his father at his uncle’s home.  

One day when he was walking on the street, he and other Jews were taken to the SS headquarters 
in Budapest. The Gestapo took thousands of Jews to a work camp in Budapest to build a tunnel. 
He was there for around a month and a half. Sometime before October, his father came with a 
Swedish Schutzpass from Wallenberg which enabled him to take Josef from the camp.  

In the beginning of November 1944, once the city was surrounded except in the west and there 
were no more trains, everyone over twelve was taken, even if they were in a protected Swedish 
building. They were taken to a brick factory in Buda. At that time, his father was in a group that 
Wallenberg organized to get food and other supplies to Jews who were not allowed to work. His 
uncle and his son were picked up and sent to Auschwitz. When he was taken, he was at home 
with an aunt, but since she was over 60, she was not taken. He worked at the brick factory for a 
while. They were guarded by Arrow Cross (NYKP)  soldiers and German officers. The soldiers 
would hit them all the time. Every few days the soldiers emptied out a building and the people 
were marched to an unknown location. When he was taken, they walked for three days, about 19 
miles a day. A woman took care of him by telling him to walk with her. This was in November 
1944. Wallenberg organized the food that they were given once a day. On the third day, they 
were near the city of  (Győr?) (an industrial city). The woman saw Wallenberg’s Swedish 
Embassy car and pushed him into it. Wallenberg had ten other boys in the car with him. He had a 
convoy of cars that returned to the Swedish Embassy in Budapest. He only saw Wallenberg 
during those four hours in the car with him. 

During the bombing, he was then in a monastery until they were liberated by the Russians. He 
returned to the family apartment and met two cousins there. His uncle also survived. He never 
found out what happened to his father. Of his mother’s 12 siblings, only one survived. He was 
with him for 3-4 months, but he would continually return to his hometown to see if anyone else 
survived. When he heard what happened in the camps, he decided not to stay and went to Israel. 
In 1946, he sailed on the “Knesset Israel” which was detained in Cyprus for a year.  
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