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CHANA BIRNBAUM 
 
My name is Chana Birnbaum. My parents' name was Paula and Joseph Jacobson. I was 

born in 1930 in Poland, in Piliza.  We were six brothers and sisters. The war broke out 
in 1939. We hid in the forests for a while. We hid for one week in a basement in Piliza. 
There we were helped by firends to cross the border to Savjirose. From there we took 
the train to Zapnovitch. The family we went to couldn't accomodate the eight of us; my 
parents went to the ghetto and the children to a transfer camp. Mother stayed in the 
ghetto. My father died after having been deported to Auschiwtz, years later, close to the 
date of the liberation. 

 
 
I was in ten camps. The first one was Brande. When the 'trains' arrived we were greeted by 

armed German guards, Polish kapos, dogs... beatings. People were beaten to death in 
this camp. The situation was horrible! At this point, Chana had to stop---------------------- 

 It took time for her to continue. 
 
After some time we were sent to Johennesdorf [?], also for a short while. This camp closed, 

so we were sent further to Anneberg [?]. From there to Viletendorf [?]l, from there to 
Hunzfeld. This was in the middle of a very big camp, near Breslau, where the men were 
killed. I got sick with Diphtheria. A doctor found the serum for me that saved my life. We 
left there with 800 men but when we areived to Dirnvalt. There were only 200 of them; 
from there we were sent to Grossinsselvitz [?] and then to Petersvalden; this was a big 
camp, only women. There were 1000 women. We worked in a factory of explosives, for 
a firm called 'Denl-Dill'[?].  

 
From there we went to Kaffia Grosshausen. We worked very hard there; I went through so 

much hardship in that camp; I am unable to talk about it. I was liberated in 
Peterswaldan; a cousin of mine found me and took me to Sopnovitz. There I found out 
that three of my sisters were in Bergen-Belsen. I had to find my way to get them: 
through roads, by trains, somehow I got to Berlin. Through the Judenrat I went to 
Zellendorf that was occupied by the Americans. They helpd me to get to Bergen Belsen 
by trains; there I met my sisters. I understood that the children were looked after by Mrs. 
Rosensaft. I was at school there until I heard that there was a possibility of making 
aliya. Mrs Rosensaft was very helpful and helped me do that. We got to Marseille, 
where we celebrated Pesach. We left by the Champolion. I was very ill on the ship from 
seasickness, was hospitalized and helpd a lot by Mrs. Rosensaft. She helped me to 
contact my sisters who were from Tel Aviv, after my arrival to Israel, to see me. At this 
point Chana had to stop again; she took nitroglycerin, until she calmed down. 

 
Through the aliya Noar I got to Kibbutz Gitzwssar [?], where I studied and worked. I got my -

------, so I went to my sister in Tel Aviv, where I studied in the 'Wizo'.  
 
In 1949 children arrived from Cyprus with their parents, after the War of Independence. [She 

had to stop again for a while.] I got married in 1950; I have a daughter, a doctor, and 
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grandchildren. My sisters, 2 of them, arrived from Bergen Belsen. One went to France 
and my brother lives in Paris. All my sisters and brother lived through the Holocaust, 
except my big sister, who lived in Tel Aviv from 1934[9?]. She showed a picture of her 
brother and grandparents, she and grandchildren. 

 
TAPE ll of 2 
 
[Looks like repeat of details of childhood.] Born 1930 in Piliza, Poland to Paula and Joseph 

Jacobnson. Youngest of six children and 2 adopted orphans. Middle class family, 
Zionist and cultured. 

 
Immediately after German invasion of Poland all the men were arrested and sent to the 

neighboring forest. Jews were separated from Polish Chrisians. The order was to kill all 
of them. At last moment order was changed to delay the executions, and the men 
survived. But life became hell - Jews had to wear the star of David. Start of 1942, after 
hiding in forests, return.  

 
During second selection of Jews, were hiding then and escaped to different villages. As a 

family of 8, nobody could hide them. Chidren were separated and sent to different 
camps. December 1942, describes standing in bitter cold on Christmas eve, being 
forced to sing carols celebrating the birth of Christ. Many died of cold and beatings. This 
was a transit camp - the sick were killed immediately; the healthy were sent fo forced 
labor camp Johansdorf - Dutch Jews mostly. Moved to yet other camps, mentions 
several names. 800 men were sent and 8 girls. Men were beaten to death or killed with 
ice cold showers [camp in Breslau]. 

 
Camp in Peterswalden - 12 hour day hard labor. Were supposed to be sent to the Death 

March but the liberation came just then - Soviets liberated them. Chana heard that her 3 
sisters survived and were in Bergen Belsen, and also one brother. She managed to get 
to Berlin, Hanover and then to Bergen Belsen - there found her 3 surviving sisters. 

 
Heard of Dr. Hadassah Birko [today Rosensaft] who was taking care of surviving kids. 

Moved to Blankensee together with her sisters. During Purim party heard of 100 
certificates for children to go to Palestine.  

 
April 1946, left Bergen Belsen, went to Marseilles. Celebrating Passover and aliya. 

Describes the sea voyage and how Dr. Rosensaft cared for the sick kids on board ship. 
One sister had been in Palestine since 1934. Dr. Rosensaft kept visiting her and helped 
with finding her a home in Kibbutzx Ginosar. 

 
Married in 1950. Has a daughter and 2 grandchildren. Lives happily in Tel Aviv. 
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