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Who: 

Russell Bryant – World War II Veteran; served in the 94th Infantry under General Patton in the 
infamous Battle of the Bulge; wounded on the Saars River in Germany. 

Erich Wolf – Hungarian Jew; served as a member of the Hungarian Underground; captured by 
the Gestapo in Budapest in 1944; held prisoner in Auschwitz, Dachau, and Muldorf 
Concentration Camps (#108708); liberated at the train station in Tutzing, Germany, May 1, 
1945. Note: Erich had a burst appendix and had been shot with straffing fire along his back and 
was carried by an American soldier to a nearby hospital where he spent four months prior to 
going to the Displaced Persons camp at Feldafing. 

When: 

The audio CDs are digitized recordings of the 8mm reel-to-reel tapes made by Russell Bryant 
when he and, my father, Erich Wolf, returned to Europe for the first time in August 1965.  

Why: 

Russ was doing research for his Master’s Thesis on Speech; specifically “ethos” and the 
Holocaust. 

Where: 
 
The Chronology and Locations of the trip is as follows: (The narrative of the trip was 
recounted to me, Lynne Sher, when I went to see Russell Bryant in October 2007 after having all 
of his 8mm reel-to-reel tapes digitized onto CDs.) 
 
Russ started in San Francisco and flew to Los Angeles to meet Erich.  They flew the Polar Route 
on Pan Am Airlines, stopping in Winnipeg to refuel, then flew overnight to London.  They then 
went on to Frankfurt where they rented a car, an Opel, then to a hotel.  They looked for the place 
where Erich had departed from Europe to go to the United States. 
 
The next day, Saturday, they went to the Saar-Moselle Valley where Russ had been in combat.  
Along the way, they saw a young kid.  Erich spoke to him in German.  The boy told them they 
couldn’t get into the area where they were headed. They were headed to Sinz where Russ had 
been in combat. Sinz had been taken and retaken by Germans and Americans. Russ and Erich 
saw a split in the road and went right to the meadow.  Russ recalled that during the war he saw a 
three-man German patrol in that meadow when someone tripped a flare wire. (In 1997, at one of 
Russ’ Army reunions, he ran into the guy who tripped that flare). On this trip, Russ and Erich 
saw an old black kettle. They didn’t see any cars, but some people kept staring at them.  They 
went to the Burgermeister (mayor) and explained who they were.  They went walking through 
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the village and the villagers followed. They heard rumors of a German civilian who was hiding 
in a pigsty who had had his ear shot off. Russ noticed a dark man watching them from the 
sidelines who didn’t look too friendly. The Burgermeister introduced himself as Herr Robert 
Schneider and wanted them to follow him to his place for some homemade schnapps.  Russ 
remembered what the site looked like in 1945; a skeleton church – no roof, no sides, no 
windows.  In 1965, it had been fixed up, but something looked different.  The steeple had been 
changed to a belfry. 
 
They walked up to see Banholz.  Russ had been in B Company, and in 1945, had walked single-
file up a wagon trail. When he and Erich walked up there in 1965 it had been paved.  Herr 
Schneider thanked them for noticing. There were still artillery shells lying around, and bullet 
holes in trees.  “Ah, Banholz…many American families were made sad by Banholz,” Herr 
Schneider commented. (Note:  Russ saw Herr Schneider again when he returned to Europe in 
2000. Herr Schneider said he remembered Erich.  Herr Schneider still lived in the house that was 
shelled and he never fixed it.) 
 
At some point, Erich and Russ stopped for petrol and a map. The guy at the petrol station had 
only one map. Russ asked to borrow it and promised to get it back to him.  They ran into a guy 
who had been captured at Ale (?). Together they looked for the place where Russ crossed the 
river, but they couldn’t find it. 
 
Russ and Erich headed to Frankfurt, then to Rome.  Then to Tel Aviv, Athens, back to Rome, 
and then Budapest. They boarded a Hungarian airplane to fly to Budapest.  They stayed at the 
Grand Royal Hotel. They had brought several suitcases and were told that the rule was they 
would have to open their suitcases if there was more than one, but Russ recounted they had an 
easy time clearing customs.  He remembers seeing the hills of Buda and a huge Russian 
monument.  They went to a park. Erich commented that the names of the streets had been 
changed to Russian names.  Russ commented that Erich was depressed and wanted to leave, but 
while at the park, he saw a young boy about the age of 10 or 12.  The boy could tell that Erich 
was an American by his accent.  It turned out that the boy lived near the store where Erich’s 
stepmother worked.  It was now a state-run store.  Rosa, Erich’s stepmother, was the former 
owner, now manager.  When they arrived at the store, Rosa was just leaving.  She recognized 
Erich immediately and ran to him, crying “Latzi, Latzi!!” Erich had always thought she had been 
the one who had turned him in to the Gestapo, but on a later visit Erich discovered it had been 
the apartment manager. 
 
Russ and Erich invited Rosa and Eva (Rosa’s daughter) to dinner at the Grand Royal Hotel. 
 
Erich and Russ also met with Tibi, who had been part of Erich’s Hungarian Underground cell, 
and who was now a journalist who travelled freely in and out of Communist Hungary. Tibi said 
the Bureau couldn’t pay him enough, so he wrote foreign news at a radio station. Russ, who had 
also done some radio work had expressed an interest in visiting the radio station, but Tibi made it 
clear that Russ would not be allowed to visit. 
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They also met with Lori, another member of the cell, who was now a judge in the high court. 
Russ remembers that Lori’s wife had said that during the war, “It was so dangerous…I had to do 
something not nice to save my husband’s life.” 
 
They also met with another member of their cell group, Fritzi, an actor and a playwright.  He had 
a girlfriend named Eva.  Fritzi wrote double-meaning plays that meant one thing to Hungarians 
and another thing to Russians.  Russ, Erich, Fritzi, and Eva went to Lake Balaton.  They took a 
sail boat ride down the Danube. Russ said he kept looking for Russian soldiers, but couldn’t find 
any.  He said there were about 50,000 around since the 1956 Uprising. He said the Hungarians 
lost a lot in that Uprising.  In Heroes Square, during the Uprising, the Russians rushed in and 
toppled statues and also shot at the statues.  Bullet holes could be found in the Square. He 
commented that the Russians stayed in barracks because they were so hated by the Hungarian 
people. On top of the hills of Buda were Russian monuments and Hungarians would walk the 
long way around to avoid these monuments. 
 
One day in their hotel, Russ saw a big, Russian civilian coming out of the elevator having a fit.  
Russ noticed the elevator operator stick his tongue out without the Russian seeing him. 
 
Tibi wanted to show Russ and Erich his apartment because he could talk without fear of it being 
bugged.  This was the same night Erich was having dinner with Rosa and Eva, and when Erich 
was late, Tibi called the hotel to rush him. They met at the streetcar stop. Tibi lived in the same 
kind of apartment that Rosa, Erich’s stepmom, lived in.  One had to be let in and out by a 
“guardsman.” Tibi tipped him.  Tibi commented that he had to tip more than most because he 
was the “editor.” Russ noted that the apartment was loaded with bookcases, and Russ marveled 
at one particular book.  Tibi pulled it out of the bookcase.  It was in English and in Russian.  Tibi 
gave it to Russ.  When they were ready to leave, they could not leave by themselves because it 
was past curfew.  They had to wake up the guardsman to let them out and they took the streetcar 
all the way back to the hotel. There was a group of Americans in the big ballroom – the “People 
to People” program.  This group was having a great time, but they stood out like a sore thumb.  
Russ and Erich did not want to be associated with this group, so they kept quiet whenever they 
were near them. 
 
They then flew to Munich, with a stop in Athens. In Munich, they rented a car. Dachau was 
nearby. They drove out to Dachau, and Russ commented on what a pretty city it was and then 
drove on to the camp. 
 
*Note: This concluded the oral commentary. Russ did not provide additional comments about 
Dachau or their trip to Bergen-Belsen, the camp where Erich’s brother, Geza, had spent the war.  
Russ also did not elaborate on their time in Israel with Erich’s sister and her family or with the 
Holocaust survivors they interviewed. 
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What information is on the CDs: 
 
 
CD #1 (recorded prior to departure to Europe) 

• Nita (Russ’ wife) playing piano  
• Russ talking about “ethos” 
• Russ said that “interpersonal communication” (speech) is what kept some of the survivors 

alive 
• An interlude discussion while the “ethos” dissertation is going on in the background 

 
CD #2 (to Tel Aviv) 

• Visiting at an inland kibbutz, with Erich’s nephew (Mikki) and brother-in-law (Eliezar) 
driving the car and talking about the use of the kibbutz. 

• With Erich’s brother-in-law, Eliezar (Monci’s husband) Mizrahi, and their daughters 
Dorit and Hannah. *Monci is Erich’s sister. 

• Looking at Mt. Gilboa to the south – the “cursed” mountain where nothing will grow. 
• In Nazareth, touring the carpenter shop, etc. where Christ lived (hear tour guide faintly in 

background) 
• Speaking Hungarian with Mr. Pellg Shulomit, talking about the children (this is copied 

again on CD#11) 
• Housing on Mt. Carmel – near where Monci, Erich’s sister, lived 
• Haifa: Psychologist living in the apartments – trying to assimilate Jews coming from all 

over Europe. The ones from Morocco had no skills, didn’t want to work, etc. Wives had 
to work as maids, etc. Hard on men who then became abusive. Hard on the children. To 
make the kids behave, they were beaten or burned. This woman works in Haifa with 
these children.  Speaking about all the problems these children have. 

 
CD #3 

• Begins with a continuation of this woman’s story.  Then long interlude of “noise”. Erich 
and his family laughing in the background. 

• Russ interviewing someone about what it was like when the Germans came into Hungary 
 

CD #4 (Frankfurt and around Germany) 
• This was recorded their first night in Frankfurt and recounts their travel to Germany 
• 5:37 a.m. – talking about their travel to Monheim, then Sarbuken, and through the Saar 

Valley near the Saar River headed to Sinz. 
• Talking with the Burgermeister, Herr Schneider (in German) with Erich translating.  
• Recounting Russ’ “adventure” in World War II 

 
CD #5 

• More of Sinz, Frankfurt, Rome, Tel Aviv, to Haifa, and visit to a museum 
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CD #6 

• Sunday - Russ speaking. They are in Munich, recounting their trip to Budapest. 
• The past Friday (Constitution Day in Budapest) was spent with Fritzi and his fiancé, Eva 
• The average Hungarian makes about 2000 Forentz (25 to 1 exchange). Housing is 

reasonable and there is good public transportation that’s affordable and convenient 
• Recounting their trip to Lake Balaton – talking about filling up gas tank, the boat trip on 

the lake, and time spent with Fritzi 
 

CD #7 (the original tape says, “Munich, Dachau, near Hanover, Bergen-Belsen where Erich’s 
brother, Geza, was imprisoned”) 

• Russ recounting their journey to Munich 
• A recounting of Erich’s liberation 
• Visit with Bill Grant, a former colleague of Russ’ 
• To Dachau – Erich’s prisoner number: 108708 

 (Russ mentioned that in the Museum at Dachau there was a display announcing the 
 March 1933 opening of a camp for Enemies of the State; i.e., dissenters, homosexuals,  
 and gypsies.) 

• To Bergen-Belsen – there is a camp monument being built 
• A Jewish Memorial where 30,000 Jews were exterminated. Camp was liberated on April 

15, 1945. 
 
CD #8 

• Starts with Erich and another man (Dr. Schugar) speaking Hungarian. Then switches to 
Mrs. Schugar with Erich translating 

• The Three Numbers, a book written in Hungarian by Mrs. Schugar about how she and her 
daughters survived Auschwitz. One daughter was 12 ½, the other one 13½.   

 
CD #9 

• Erich speaking Hungarian (Mudjar) with the Schugars and interpreting for Russ. 
• Airport in Tel Aviv (Russ speaking) 
• Erich and Monci (Erich’s sister) talking in Hungarian – this was the first time they had 

seen each other since Erich (Latzi) was six years old. 
• At the Grand Royal Hotel in Budapest; 4th floor; Russ looking out at the courtyard and 

speaking about their time in Israel. Explained Shulomit’s work with the immigrants to 
Israel – quite a bit of talk about faith 

• Russ recounts the order of their flights – Frankfurt, Rome, Tel Aviv, Athens, Rome, 
Budapest 

• Story of boy on the playground (a place Erich had played as a child) and then went to the 
street where his stepmother, Rosa, and her daughter, Eva, lived 
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CD #10 

• Erich speaking of Hungarian Underground – evidence to shed light on the life-saving 
efforts to prevent people from forgetting these heroes 

• (Translation) Reading a letter from a psychiatrist in the United States to someone in the 
Kibbutz in Israel 

• Auschwitz survivor, wife of Dr. Shugar – (her husband’s story??) a survivor of the 
Ukrainian work force when Hitler came to Hungary on March 19, 1944 

• Site of Babi Yar – a mound where approximately 100,000 people were massacred 
• Story of a young man at a shady spot at a park in 1939 in the Czech Sudetenland when 

the Nazis came into town when he was eight years old 
 

CD #11 
• Back in the United States – Erich translating the interview with Mr. Pelleg (Telik?) in the 

Kibbutz in Israel and his story about food. (See CD#2) 
• Next interview: Schulemit (Schulamek?); English to English – repeat of CD#2A 
• Monci’s neighbor in Haifa 
• Another interview with Dr. Schugar explaining how people react to suffering 
• Food for their minds – most productive time of Dr. Schugar’s life because he learned so 

much during that period.  Each group member took turns telling stories about their 
professions; marble miner, musician, literature professor 

• Sawdust sandwich – Assigned someone in the group to imagine a food to describe and 
they would think of that before they would eat their sandwich to be able to choke it down 

• The tools of the mind to survive 
 

CD #12 
• Erich translating CD#5A; story told by Dr. Schugar at the kibbutz in Israel.  The 

continuation of the story started at the end of CD#11. 
• September 23, 1942 – during Rosh Hashanah Holiday in the woods on the border of 

Austria. 
• Witness against Hungarians? 
• Then to Mauthausen, the extermination camp near there in Linz, where they were put into 

tin barracks. 
• Repeat of story of letter from psychiatrist in Detroit (Briefly…just one or two sentences) 

then discussion about the circumstances surrounding this doctor 
• Translation of Mrs. Shugar’s story of the camp next to the crematorium – children did not 

cry. Took back to town the next day. Told story about how children would be taken to 
special place to wait out end of war, but she would not let her children go. 
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CD #13 
• Erich translating: Dr. Schugar talking about different events in Auschwitz, such as 

children picked up leaves as New Year’s presents. 
• “What did the children talk about the most?” – They did not talk about past or future; 

only the present, what would happen within the next hour. 
• Adults talked about the past – the most intimate details of their lives. The talk of the 

future focused on what they would eat. 
• Mrs. Schugar worked in the children’s section of the camp 
• Choice to communicate with books or verbally 
• Most were without a faith in God.  One prisoner, the son of a Rabbi, had a great voice.  

He got some candles and they all prayed.  It gave them strength for the coming months.  
 
CD #14 

• Russ’ lecture notes on “worthless” 
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Notes on the Life of Erich Wolf (aka Ladislav Wolfenstein): 
 

• The Hungarian Underground consisted of “cells” of five members. This was done to help 
keep identities a secret.  Erich’s job was listening to the radio, then dispersing the news in 
ingenious ways, such as making copies and stuffing them in the guard boxes on street 
corners. When these boxes were opened, the breeze would blow the papers out into the 
street. 

• Erich’s was arrested in 1944. He had been hiding in a closet in his apartment.  He broke 
away and ran.  He was seventeen.  He was caught and taken to the police station, which 
was in chaos.  He slipped out unnoticed and went to where his stepmother lived. He was 
found and arrested. 

• Erich had worked in the crematoriums in Auschwitz.  He had volunteered to be an 
airplane mechanic, which saved his life. 

• May 1945: Erich released from Mühldorf – the labor camp where he had been. Put on 
board a train to Munich. The train had to switch tracks. At the Banhoff (depot) rumor 
swept through the train that Germany had surrendered.  Erich was sick (burst appendix) 
and was holding a little girl on his lap and leaning down. All able-bodied people, upon 
hearing the rumor, ran from the train and were shot by the SS. The loudspeaker 
announced the war was not over. 

• Americans strafed the train, thinking it was an ammunitions train, and Erich was 
wounded across his back. He had a very high temperature and weighed approximately 65 
pounds. An American soldier carried him to a nearby hospital. 

• After the war, Erich went to Budapest to look for his family. He was unable to find 
anyone. 

• He then went to Subotica, Yugoslavia, where he was born. There he found out there was 
Universal Military Service, so he decided to leave.  As he was walking down the street, 
he ran into his brother, Geza. He also met Eboya Madriaga, who would later become 
Erich’s wife. 

• He went back to Budapest where he sold shoe strings and razor blades on the street. 
• He then travelled to Vienna. While standing in line to fill out immigration papers, he 

heard that young men his age were disappearing into the Russian Military.  It was at this 
moment, Erich decided to make up his birth place and decided on Konigsberg, Germany.  
He choose this particular city because it had been so badly bombed that records would 
have been destroyed.  Erich knew how to forge papers because of his work in the 
Hungarian Underground and he created a false birth certificate.  He chose the name 
“Erich” after his friend, Erich Finches, who was ahead of him in line at Dachau 
(#108707). He shortened his last name to Wolf (from Wolfenstein) and used his brother, 
Geza’s, birthday of March 13. He used the same year of his own birth, 1926. 

• There were Red Cross offices in towns throughout Europe.  Erich signed up for 
immigration to a variety of countries.  Russ believes that Erich filled out papers for 
immigration to the United States while he was at the Displaced Persons’ Camp at 
Feldafing. 
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• Erich would periodically go back to check his immigration status.  He had signed up for 
immigration to America because they had a high quota for people from West Germany 
(Erich’s new birth place).  He was accepted for immigration into the United States. 

• He immigrated to Madison, Wisconsin, with Eboya Madriga (now his wife) who knew a 
GI there. He went to work at the Cream City Scale Company. Erich had apprenticed as a 
scalesman at an early age. 

• In 1952, Erich went to the Immigration Office in San Bernardino, California, and 
admitted that he had lied on his immigration papers. He was to be married shortly (to my 
mother, Wanda Roberson) and wanted his own name reinstated. He was arrested and then 
released until a hearing could be held.  

• A hearing was held and Erich was found guilty of “moral turpitude” and ordered 
deported. Russ believes this is because of the Internal Security Act of 1952 or 1953 - the 
McCarran (Nevada) – Walter (Pennsylvania) Bill of 1952.  

• The only country accepting “stateless” people was Israel. Erich and Wanda went to the 
Israeli Consulate in Los Angeles. 

• On their way back to Riverside, they stopped in Fullerton at the home of Russ and Nita 
Bryant.  Nita was Wanda’s sister. Upon hearing their plight, Russell immediately got in 
touch with Dr. Curtis, a friend of Nita’s, who contacted Harry Sheppard, a Democratic 
Congressman. He put them in contact with Herbert Bromwell, a judge in Los Angeles, 
who was a former school mate. The story gets a bit fuzzy here, but Eisenhower’s 
Attorney General contacted John Phillips, a local Congressman, who was active in the 
Republican party. This ultimately led to a private bill being sponsored in the House of 
Representatives that gave Erich legal status.  Erich then became a U. S. citizen. 

• In 1965, on his visit to Hungary with Russ, Erich found his parents’ graves in the old 
Jewish cemetery. 

• In 1969, Erich discovered what had happened to his brothers, Bela and Karoly (Erich’s 
favorite brother) – twins who had disappeared some time during 1944. I have a picture of 
a low wall with their names on this wall. Russ speculated that some family member, 
perhaps, had been in the same camp and knew what had happened.  It was known that 
experiments were done in Auschwitz on twins. (Note:  I later discovered the twins died in 
the slave labor camp in Koszeg, Hungary, three days apart, either from starvation or 
typhus.) 

• Erich was an inventor for the Toledo Scale Company. Some of his inventions were the 
Printed Label Weighing Machine, the coin counter in Las Vegas, and the “Braille” 
charger for ammunition in Vietnam. 

• Erich died in 1988 from lung cancer. 
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