
Adrienne Fein was born on October 30, 1936 in Newark, New Jersey, she was the second 
of two girls born to an American mother and Hungarian father. Her earliest memory is living in 
an apartment in Newark before her family moved into a home in Hillside, New Jersey, and, 
during that time, the second World War broke out. At the time, the building of the house was 
delayed due to the workers being drafted and the family apartment was being rented by someone 
else, so they went to stay in a hotel for this period in the move. The hotel was right across from a 
fire station and Adrienne, being a young child, was fascinated with the trucks. One cold day, a 
firetruck left the station and Adrienne ran to window to see the truck, severely burning herself on 
the radiator in the process. 

Another detail about life in America during the war that Adrienne remembers is the use 
of food stamps and the limitations on what the family could buy. There were also restrictions 
placed on what days people could buy gasoline for their cars; the cars would have letters 
assigned to them and only cars with the day’s designated letter were allowed to get gas that day. 
She remembers starting kindergarten and the changes to the doors. They were originally all 
windows, but were removed due to the fear that a bomb would shatter and disperse the glass. 
There was a constant fear of getting bombed--her family kept black shades on their windows so 
that, at night, the lights from inside the houses could not be seen. Additionally, due to their 
proximity to Newark airport, they were on constant guard and sometimes sirens would go off. 
During these sirens, the men would put on helmets and armbands and go outside to patrol the 
streets and make sure everyone else was inside and safe. 

When the war ended, it took time for life to return back to the pre-war normal. Adrienne 
herself never noticed much anti-Semitism growing up and accounts it to living in a Jewish 
neighborhood and being very sheltered by her parents. 

 
She wants her legacy to be that she was very caring of other people, and always willing to help. 
She also advises future generations to respect elders and to always be honest. 
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