
 Pauline Soden was born in November of 1920 in Perrineville, New Jersey, a farming 
town in Central New Jersey. She was the oldest of three children born to Polish parents; her 
parents emigrated to Perrineville from Poland in January of that year. Pauline went to public 
school, where she only had thirty kids in her class year. 
 When the war broke out in Europe, America was not ready, and truly thought they would 
remain in peaceful times while the war remained in Europe. That delusion changed with the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor, and the country was hurtled into war overnight. Living on a farm, the 
Soden family grew food for the displaced and everything they owned was used for the war. They 
grew and sold potatoes, corn and wheat, among other things. The government also restricted 
some products that they could buy, in addition to food being available only through food stamps, 
there was no longer leather shoes or more than a pound of sugar bought at a time. Things were 
very expensive, especially gasoline. There was a lot of fear and anxiety during the wartime years. 
At night, the government had instructed them to cover their windows so that the light from their 
home could not be seen by overflying planes which could then drop a bomb on them. All the 
eligible boys were drafted, she would see buses and buses of them leave for basic training. They 
got their news from either the radio or the movies. The local movie theaters would play the past 
month’s worth of news about the war for the general public. Pauline remembers it as a very sad 
time. 
 
Pauline believes that history lives on and that we should try to remember everything. She also 
wants us to remember that family is important. 
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