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Summary 
 
Michael Racz, was born on May 28, 1932 in Großpetersdorf (Hungarian: Nagyszentmihály), in 
Burgenland, Austria. He shares his memories from the 1930’s and 40’s. Michael was an only 
child, growing up in a Hungarian-speaking family. 
 
Michael states that his family had Jewish friends especially a family named Löwe (SP). Because 
of this friendship they were forced to move to Rechnitz (also known by various Hungarian 
names including: Rohonc, Rohoncz, & Prekmurje). Michael’s father had a leather business and 
purchased leather from Jewish suppliers, especially Mr. Löwe. After the 1938 German takeover 
of Austria, Michael’s father was briefly arrested without trial. The family wanted to move to 
Oberwart, (Hungarian: Felsőőr), where both parents were born; however, the authorities 
prohibited this because leather workers were needed in Rechnitz.  
Michael states that the Löwes were well off and liberal in their views. However, he was not 
aware whether they were religious or not. He remembers playing with the Löwe children. He 
also said that between ten and twenty Jewish families lived in Großpetersdorf, but there was no 
synagogue.  
 
Michael had unhappy memories of the move to Rechnitz. He attended school there, but 
children made fun of him because he did not speak German well and because he was a 
redhead. His family was very religious and Michael served as an altar boy. Because of his 
involvement in church, Michael was not active in the Pimpfs (Hitler-Youth organization for 
young boys). Also, the family could not afford a Hitler-Youth uniform. His father was drafted 
into the German army and he and his mother lived on forty German marks a month.  
In Rechnitz, Michael remembers a group of about fifty Hungarian Jews who were forced to 
work in the forests. His mother tried speaking to them in Hungarian and to give them bread; 
however, her ability to help them was limited due to German guards. Later, his mother was 
forced to build defensive trenches and saw Hungarian Jews doing similar work; however, the 
Jews were kept separate from the local workers.  
Michael Racz personally knew Tobias Portschy, their neighbor in Rechnitz. He described 
Portschy as an “administrative civil servant,” whom he respected in his youth. However, after 
the war he heard that Portschy had been tried in Gratz for war crimes. There were rumors in 
Rechnitz that at least one potential witness against Portschy was murdered to prevent him 
from testifying in the trial. 
 
Michael Racz did not know the countess or anyone else living in Rechnitz castle, although he did 
see her two sons in church from time to time. He didn’t hear about the murder of Jewish 
prisoners in the castle until after the war.  
Finally, Michael describes the Russian’s arrival In Rechnitz and their fighting against German 
militias. He said that the Russians treated him well but that there was a lot of drunkenness.  
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