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Summary 

Margarete Petrey (née Schwarzmeyer)was born in 1928 in Kittsee, Austria, as the youngest of 
four children. Her parents got married in 1918. Her mother was 45 years of age when she 
became pregnant with Petrey. Her father, along with other men from Kittsee, worked as a 
guard in a quarry in Bad Deutsch-Altenbruch. He only worked the night-shifts. On one evening, 
in 1945, when reporting for work, he found out that the quarry had been abandoned. Everyone 
was gone.  

Petrey enjoyed a pleasant childhood. She had many close friends; none of them were Jewish. 
The bakery was owned by the Jewish family Ressner (sp). Mr. Tux (sp), who was also Jewish, ran 
the poultry farm in which many of the town’s women worked. He lived in the same alley as 
Petrey. In 1938, when Mr. Tux was walking down the street carrying two buckets, Petrey and 
some of her friends saw how two men were following him. The men asked Mr. Tux to repeat 
after them: “I am a pig-Jew because I have martyred the Arian women mercilessly.” After 
hearing that, Petrey met up with her mother on the plaza in front of the Synagogue. The town’s 
Jews were selling off their belongings because they had to leave town. Her mother bought a 
frying pan for which she paid two Schilling. People were talking frantically to each other, asking 
why all of a sudden this is happening to the Jews. Back then, Petrey didn’t know why the Jews 
were taken away. The adults in town knew that the Jews were deported and taken on a boat to 
an island  

Petrey cherished her time at the BdM and HJ. She wore a uniform consisting of a dark blue skirt, 
a white blouse, and a black bandana tied around her neck. They sang, marched, and did 
handicrafts together. Later, when injured soldiers would arrive in the hospital, they would bake 
cookies and take them to the soldiers. Petrey remembers some of the songs they used to sing. 
Sometimes, the boys from the HJ would join the BdM. As children, they did not understand 
what was going on.  

Petrey went to secondary school in Engerau. Every day, she and the other children greeted each 
other with the Hitler salute and recited one quote by A. Hitler. That quote was then being 
framed and hang on the wall. While walking back from school one day, an air-raid took her by 
surprise. Petrey found refuge in one of the air-raid shelters that could be found in most houses.  

The most powerful Nazis in Kittsee were Mr. Zambeck (sp), who used to be a musician, and who 
later became the town’s mayor; Mr. Zegner (sp), his wife and five children returned from Chile 
right after the Annexation. They took over the textile store that used to belong to the Jewish 
family Zopf. Mr. Segner (sp) was a “big” Nazi. During a huge torchlight procession in Kittsee, 
everyone yelled “Sieg heil” and sang songs. Her father, with 61 years of age, was ordered in 
1945 to work as a plant security officer in an abandoned factory, where he had to watch over 
more than one hundred Jewish people who were rounded up and held inside the building. Her 
father told the story about how a Jewish man fixed his wristwatch and how her father took 
food into the building to feed the emaciated inmates. Petrey does not know for sure from 
where the Jews came from. Then, from one day to the other, the Jews were all taken away. 
Later, she heard people saying that the Jews were ordered to walk on—no idea to where.  
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Forced laborers, who were mostly French men, dug out trenches on the Feldweber street 
where Petrey’s family owned some land. The men were housed in a barn that was located at 
the edge of the road. Once a day, they received something warm to eat, and in the evening, the 
laborers went out to beg for food. The guards were Germans SS, wearing brown uniforms. 
Some German soldiers lived in Kittsee; the relationship with them was good.  

The Romani lived on the outskirts of town. The town’s people were generally scared of the 
Roma.  

When the Russians arrived in the village, on April 1st, Petrey, who was 17 at that time, and some 
other girls were able to hide in the neighbor’s basement until the Russians left. They were 
terrified, for they heard about how the other women were being raped. One of the girls was 
killed by a Russian soldier while trying to leave town with her family.  

After the war’s end, some of the Jewish residents returned; one of them was Mrs. Hescht; her 
family owned the butcher shop. Many of those who came back ended up leaving again, some to 
Vienna and the US. No more Jewish people are living in Kittsee.  

Those villagers who were staunch Nazis left after the war to Vienna. One of them was the 
mayor. Mr. Segner emigrated to Chile, right before the Russians came.  

 

Translated & Summarized by Maria F. Baker 
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