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Summary 

Agnes Weiss Aufner was born on December 9th, 1925, in Mattersburg, Austria.  

Her father worked as a bricklayer in Vienna. On the weekends, he came home.  Her mother was 
a homemaker and tended the family farm, which provided enough food for the entire family to 
live on. She had one brother, who was born in 1927.  

Aufner has fond memories of the Jewish people living in town. Her first bicycle came from the 
bicycle shop that belonged to a Jewish family. Life among each other was generally particularly 
good—no hostilities whatsoever. Once a year, everyone in town was allowed to go into the 
temple and observe one prayer service. She had minimal contact with the Jewish children. 
Then, from one day to the next, all the Jews were gone. Aufner has no recollection as to how 
and to where the Jewish people went. She believes that they sold off their belongings before 
they left, but doesn’t rule out the possibility that the Mattersburg people looted the Jewish 
homes and businesses. Aufner’s mother bought a tea set for 2 Mark.  

The Roma lived in a secluded settlement on the outskirts of Mattersburg. Some Roma, though, 
lived in the town of Mattersburg to whom the locals referred to as the “white Gypsies.” Their 
homes were self-made huts. Aufner does not know what happened to them under Hitler.  

Before the Annexation, there were already many Nazis living in Mattersburg. Men and women. 
The mayor of Mattersburg was a Nazi, too. They generally acted very secretively, holding 
meetings regularly. Everyone in town knew who the Nazi sympathizers were. All of them were 
born around 1919, 1920, and 1921. Aufner still remembers their names but does not want to 
name them to prevent getting in trouble.  In general, the town’s people had no idea that the 
Jewish people were poorly treated. The name Hitler, or anything about him, was not present in 
Mattersburg, also not in school. Once Hitler annexed Austria, though, things changed. In plain 
sight now, the town’s Nazis marched and conducted torchlight processions on the 
Köningsstrasse. They were not wearing uniforms, nor were they carrying banners. Aufner took 
part in the BDM. There, they played games and engaged in physical education. Her brother was 
in the HJ and played in the orchestra. They taught him how to play the trumpet. Aufner does 
not remember any of the songs they sang. Many of the town’s young people became members 
of the BDM or HJ. No one questioned these organizations; it was normal that those who were 
eligible would join them.   

In 1940, Aufner completed her mandatory year of service (Pflichtjahr). She spent the first half-
year at the Meierbeck (sp) company, and, in 1941, the second half at the farmer Zieber (sp). She 
was then drafted to join the military and was stationed in Baden, Vienna. Her military camp was 
in Helena. Her instructor, Dr. Lutz, was in charge of teaching the female recruits the necessary 
skills needed to as paramedics. From 1943-44, she went to the Vöslau airfield. Her job was to 
care for the injured and sick pilots. Many suffered from venereal diseases, such as gonorrhea or 
syphilis. In 1945 she worked as a medical assistant in a makeshift hospital helping injured 
soldiers. Upon returning home in 1945, she recalls dancing to the music that the Russians 
played in the hall of the hotel Steiger.  
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Aufner’s father was captured and held as a POW in Russia. He returned home in 1947 and died 
in 1948. She does not know where in Russia he was stationed.  

 

Translated & Summarized by Maria F. Baker 
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