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Summary 

Margareth Forstik (née Koch) was born in Mattersburg on December 28, 1929. She grew up 
with her parents and her three brothers. Her father was an architect, and her mother 
homemaker. Her mother also worked as a social worker by taking care of orphans. Her parents' 
names were Paula and Josef Koch. Her grandfather began his career as a polisher at a large 
architecture company. After graduating, he founded the architecture company that her father 
wanted her younger brother to take over. Because her uncle did not want to work in this trade, 
her father was then destined to run the company. When the political upheaval happened, the 
family was persecuted by the Nazis for reasons of personal hate and perhaps also because her 
grandmother used to go shopping only in the Jewish stores. Forstik remembers the names of 
the people who terrorized her family but chooses not to name any of them. Her grandfather, 
Michael Koch, was jailed for the first time in 1938. After a few months in captivity, he was 
released only to be incarcerated again soon after. He died in 1941. Forstik believes that the 
hatred directed towards him was politically motivated because he was president of the Landtag 
and member of the  Christian Social Union. During one of the Nazis' parade, the men stopped in 
front of the family's house and called names that were directed towards them.  

Forstik was not in direct contact with Jewish children. Her father, on the other hand, often 
collaborated with the Jewish business people, to whom he had an excellent relationship. 
According to what her father told her later, people were already talking in disparaging tones 
about the Jews long before the Anschluss happened. She learned about the Nazi's ideology in 
school and the BDM, where attendance was mandatory. There, the children were indoctrinated 
with everything related to Germanness. Her uniform consisted of one dark blue skirt, a white 
blouse, and a bandana. The girls were encouraged to learn folk dances. After leaving the BDM, 
with 18 years of age, she was sent to the Reichsarbeiterdienst (Reich Labor Service).  

After the Anschluss in March 1938, the school routine changed. Of the teachers, Forstik 
remembers of two who were staunch Nazi sympathizers. Then, the animosities against her 
family began to flare up. Her parents tried to keep life going on as it was before the Anschluss. 
They continued going to catholic mass on Sundays and to bible studies afterward, which 
needed to be kept secret. The Nazis strictly prohibited participation in bible studies.  

Forstik is sure that her parents knew about what was happening to the Jews and the Roma. 
They didn't talk about it to her or her brothers. She learned about the Jewish killings right after 
the end of the war.  

In 1941, Forstik's father was drafted. In 1946 he came back home after being held as a POW. He 
authored two books: "Chronik Koch," and "Soldat wider Willen" (Reluctant Soldier).  

Before the Russians came, Forstik and her mother fled to Vienna, to find shelter in a friend's 
house.   
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