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Summary 

Dr. Franz Forstik was born on October 28, 1930, in Mattersburg. Life in Mattersburg was mostly 
quiet and very balanced. The ratio of Jews and Christians was 500 to 3500. The Judengasse, 
with its numerous Jewish stores, attracted many customers from neighboring villages. The 
locals, though, chose to shop at non-Jewish stores to support them economically. The economy 
in Mattersburg was commercially driven and agriculture did not play a significant role. Frostik's 
father ran an Inn at the corner of the Judengasse, that was visited by Jews and non-Jews alike.  

Before the Annexation, illegal Nazis lived in Mattersburg. They came predominately from the 
educated elite. Among them was the town veterinarian, one teacher, and several 
businesspeople. Because there was plenty of work to be found in Germany, some of the illegals 
moved to Munich.  Most Austrians welcomed the Anschluss, and with it Austria would become 
united with a prosperous Germany.  

Before the Germans marched into Austria, the local Nazis and those from neighboring villages, 
would walk through the Judengasse and chant anti-Jewish slogans, while smashing store 
windows. When the Germans arrived, though, SA was posted at every corner to prevent the 
stores from being destroyed, because they were meant to be sold to non-Jews. After the Jews 
had been forcefully expelled from Mattersburg, local authorities imposed a communal tax on all 
Jewish owned property. Since the taxes could not have been paid, Jewish real estate was seized 
and sold by public auction. Because the stores would fall immediately into the Nazis' hands, 
they were not looted. That was not true for the homes. The town's people plundered the 
Jewish homes in no time. Before the Jews were forced to leave town, they were ordered to 
report to the district commissioner to "voluntarily" relinquish all of their belongings for the 
benefit of an emigration fund for the Jews. Once all of the Jews were gone, the town's mayor 
hoisted a flag as an indication that Mattersburg is henceforth Judenrein (the word rein in 
German has two accepted translations: one is free, and the other is clean).  

A few days before Kristallnacht, a train of the Todt company (a German construction battalion), 
arrived in Mattersburg. Some construction workers exited the train that was also hauling three 
six-wheelers with cable winches attached to their fronts. The cable winches were used to 
demolish the Jewish houses that were not cemented into the ground. Most of the buildings in 
the Jewish quarter were made of raw bricks that would deteriorate after some time. Before the 
Synagogue was blown up, the construction workers went inside the Temple and drilled holes 
with jackhammers into the foundation and inserted the dynamite cartridges. Forstik and some 
other boys, who were in the Hitlerjugend, were taken by their supervisors vis-à-vis the 
Synagogue to watch how the Temple would get blown to pieces. After the event, everyone 
cheered and yelled out Nazi slogans. One of these slogans were: "Hau ruck nach Palästina mit 
Juden und Rabiner" (Heave-ho to Palestine with the Jews and Rabies); "Juda verrecke in deinem 
Drecke" (Jew, croak in your filth).  

In 1938 someone ordered all male Jews to scrub the sidewalks in front of the store Moses in the 
Judengasse, the main square, and the boots of the overseeing SA. Then, the Jews were given a 
piece of bread that they were ordered to raise into the air, saying, "This is the only piece of 
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bread that I've earned in honesty." Only the real Nazis and the riffraff took part in it; 
landowners or the tradespeople did not partake.  

All 10-year-old boys had to participate in the Deutsche Jungvolk (German Youth; a section of 
the Hitler Youth for ages 10-14). There, the boys received physical education. Uniforms were 
mandatory: white knee-length socks, a belt, corduroy shorts, a brown shirt, and a shoulder 
girdle. Those who gave the orders were about two or three years older than Forstik.  

Teachers would read aloud the successes of the German military. Forstik cannot recall anyone 
who was against the Nazis. Everyone was proud to be part of the German empire. Everything 
that resembled Austrian disappeared and was replaced with German. Lesson plans carried 
German themes, readings of Schiller, Goethe, German geography, and history. Germanism and 
the German race were depicted as something heroic, superior to all other races, especially to 
Jewry. Forstik and his friends were excited to be raised as Nazi youth. They were educated to 
feel truly German.  

After the Annexation, when Austria experienced an economic revival, Frostik's father became a 
Nazi sympathizer, and in 1940, he was drafted. On the battlefield, he then experienced 
something very troubling to him. One day, while serving as the driver of the Oberstabsarzt 
(Senior Staff-Surgeon), in the vicinity of Minsk, he heard gunshots. Both men exited the car to 
see where those gunshots came from. Behind a thicket of trees, they saw naked women, men, 
and children being gunned down and covered with dirt immediately after their killings. His boss, 
the Oberstabsarzt, then said to Frostik's father, "I'm an officer, and I have decency. A German 
soldier can't do something like that. And, what's more, I want you to take a medication that will 
make you sick. It will then give me the reason to send you back to the military hospital in 
Wiener Neustadt, and you will not have to serve anymore." After that incident, Forstik's father 
did not have any more sympathies left for and with the Nazis. He came home in October of 
1945, with a severe heart problem.  

There were forty Romani living in the outskirts of Mattersburg. On one day, and without stating 
a reason, everyone in town was summoned to a meeting in Forstik father's Inn. A massive truck 
arrived to drive those people to the nearby village, Faistenau. Shortly before arrival, they were 
told what to do next. Everyone was ordered to spread out, encircle the Romani settlement, and 
capture all of them. They were then taken to the Synagogue from where they were transported 
to Lackenbach. After the war, very few Romani came back.  

During the war years, the people did not know about the existence of concentration camps, but 
they knew that the Jews were sent into camps in the Ukraine and Poland to work in the fields.  

Forstik and his family were able to flee Mattersburg before the Russians arrived.  

 

Translated & Summarized by Maria F. Baker 
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