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Summary 

Michael Glocknitzer was born on August 15, 1924, in Mattersdorf (now Mattersburg), Austria. 
His father worked as a bricklayer. The family owned some land and livestock. He had devout 
catholic parents and on Sundays the family attended mass. Politics were never a subject in his 
home. His earliest childhood memories are of a quiet and worry-less life; although money was 
tight, they never felt they were starving. Many in the village were impoverished, though, and 
some needed to go to neighboring communities to beg for food. In general, politics would not 
play a significant role in town. Some locals’ attitudes were anti-Nazi, but they never did 
anything to resist them.  

Glocknitzer’s school, a Gymnasium (academic high school), was attended by Catholic and Jewish 
students. He had many Jewish friends inside and outside of school. Everything his family 
needed, they bought in the Judenviertel (Jewish quarters), which was like a shopping district 
lined with Jewish owned shops. Glocknitzer’s pediatrician was the Jewish Dr. Perzilla (sp).  

On the outskirts of Mattersdorf, behind a thicket of trees, were about five sheds with Romani 
living inside. They often came into town to beg for food. The town’s people were indifferent 
towards the Roma. Then, on one day, they were all gone. Glocknitzer does not know where 
they went. Then, in 1938, it seemed that all the Jews disappeared overnight. Glocknitzer recalls 
the Ortsgruppenleiter (local group leader), Franz Griefing, instructing the local papers to publish 
that ‘Mattersburg is free of Jews.’ The stores and homes that they left behind were looted by 
the townspeople. The mayor and the municipal administrators decided who was to get the 
houses, and the stores were sold in a public auction. After the war’s end, the Jewish quarters 
were torn down.  

The months leading to the Annexation, the people of Mattersburg used hateful slogans and 
actions towards their Jewish neighbors. One of the slogans was “…Adolf Hitler unser Führer, das 
Volk wird immer dürrer, der Jud wird immer fetter, Adolf Hitler unser Retter.“ (Adolf Hitler, our 
leader, the Volk is getting skinnier, the Jew is getting fatter, Adolf Hitler, our savior.) Some of 
the younger men in town, went to Germany to find work, i.e., in the road constructions. When 
they came back, they would be talking about how impressed they were about Germany’s 
success.  

After the Annexation, the Mattersdorf Nazis held anti-Jewish marches almost daily. The 
textbooks in schools were adjusted to teach only about German poets and authors. Some 
teachers were members of the NSKK (National Socialist Motor Corps), which supposedly was 
more neutral than the SS. The local Nazis would meet regularly in the Heidehaus tavern. On the 
day the synagogue was demolished, Glocknitzer and some of his friends watched on, from start 
to finish. The people knew beforehand that this was going to happen. Before the detonation, 
engineers from the Wehrmacht came to town to prepare the site for the blast and secure the 
parameters around the temple.   

To become part of the HJ was a given; every child had to join. Everyone received a songbook 
with military songs and songs that were meant to stir up hatred against the Jews. Some of the 
songs were, i.e., “Die Fahne Hoch” (The flag on high) by Horst Wessel, or the “Deutschlandlied” 
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(Song of Germany). At the HJ, they also chanted slogans that were meant to instill strength and 
courage. At the end of each day, the group leader would come and say, “…comrades, what we 
did today was necessary. To our Führer, Adolf Hitler, a triple Sieg Heil.”  

Glocknitzer was drafted into the Wehrmacht in 1943 against his will. He was not told why there 
is war.  While in the military, he often got in trouble with his supervisors for being “difficult.” 
He’s proud to this day that he never aimed his gun at a person. Because of his continuous 
passive resistance, he was often demoted. He returned home in 1946, after being released 
from two-year captivity in Yugoslavia. While in captivity, he was trained in communism and 
participated in the process of denazification. 
 

Translated & Summarized by Maria F. Baker 
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