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Johann Trimmel was born on May 2, 1924, in Ritzing, Austria. His family owned a farm that put 
food on the table for everyone. His father died at the age of 45 and his mother with 68. There 
was one sister, who died when she was 53 years old, and one brother who was killed in action 
in France at the age of 22.  

Trimmel’s good friend was the Roma boy, Peter Karol (?). Both boys went to the same school. 
Peter Karol played violin, and every so often, he played for his friends in school. Trimmel loved 
singing; he was a member of a singing club for 25 years. On one day, the town’s people 
relocated the Roma to the top of a hill at the edge of town. This way, the Ritzinger could sell 
their houses. The Roma were poor. Trimmel’s mother often handed out some food to the Roma 
when they came by the house to beg. Once the Nazis arrived, the Roma children were not 
allowed to go back to school. Not long after, they were all deported.  He believes that they 
were all taken to labor camps. The dwellings that the Roma left behind were torn down. After 
the war, none of the Roma came back to Ritzing.  

Trimmel knew some Lackenbach Jews very well; the tailor, the baker, and the grocer. Often, he 
went along with his mother to shop for groceries in the market. He thinks that more than one 
hundred Jewish families were living in Lackenbach. Some of the people didn’t like Jews. 
Trimmel and his family never experienced any problems with the Jews. They liked them very 
much. He does not remember when the Jews left Lackenbach, or to where they were taken. 

Before the Annexation, many Nazis lived in Ritzing; everyone referred to them as the illegals. 
Because there was no work to be gotten in Austria, these men went to Germany to find work. 
When they came back, they glorified everything that they had seen in Germany, especially 
Hitler. They would meet secretly and chant slogans and sang songs together. After the 
Anschluss, the Nazis marched openly through Ritzing while singing their songs. From then on, 
the people were expected to greet each other with the Hitler salute. Trimmel’s father died the 
year the Germans marched into Austria. His family was against the Nazis. Trimmel did not join 
the HJ (Hitler Jugend).  

Once Austria became part of Germany, the routine in Trimmel’s school changed. Some teachers 
were exchanged with new teachers. He remembers one teacher who was let-go and taken 
away; his name was Schuster, and he was openly opposed to the Nazis.   

When Trimmel was 17 years old, in 1941, he was drafted and ordered to report in Voralberg, 
Austria—from there, sent to Krakow, on to Berlin, and Italy. The reason for the fighting, he was 
told, was for the good of the Volk and Vaterland (People and Fatherland). No one knew why 
there was war. Trimmel witnessed the killings of Russian civilians by Wehrmacht soldiers; in 
particular, he remembers the murder of a woman and her child she was holding. He, and his 
fellow soldiers in the Wehrmacht, knew that the Nazis had established concentrations camps 
where the victims were gassed.   

Trimmel believes that the reason that Hitler had this many followers was that the economy was 
terrible in the 30s. There was no food, and no work, and Hitler promised a better life.  
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When Trimmel returned to Ritzing on August 4, 1946, the Russians were there, and he 
remembers that they terrorized and mal-treated the local women. Trimmel worked on a farm 
at got married when he was 25 years old.  

Once the war was over, the Ritzinger Nazis were not persecuted. They just changed political 
sites and went on with their lives as if nothing happened.  

 

_______________ 

Translated & Summarized by Maria F. Baker 
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