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Summary 
 
Simone Paur, born in Antwerp, Belgium, describes her childhood as a Jewish girl going into 
hiding in the Netherlands with Ciel Loots. Ciel was from Haarlem, but came to Amersfoort to 
work at the Palasteina school as a Montessori teacher. Ciel first bought a house at #108 
Kapelweg, Amersfoort, and bought the neighboring house, #110 Kapelweg, one to two years 
later. Ciel rented out the #110 Kapelweg house, including to Hans and Sandra Hoogverst, until 
soon after the war started. In August or September of 1939, while living in Haarlem, Simone’s 
father was conscripted for military service.  
When the war broke out, the Germans ordered all Jews in Haarlem to register in Amsterdam 
and Simone’s father was no longer required to do military service. A neighbor of Simone’s 
family secured an address in Brabant where Simone could go in hiding, but Simone was brought 
back to her parents in Haarlem soon after. The following day, her family went to Amsterdam to 
register with the Germans. Simone was then passed along to an unfamiliar acquaintance of her 
uncle, whom she stayed with for 1 night. The following day, her parents registered with the 
Germans. The unfamiliar man brought Simone to Nijkerk to go in hiding with a pastor. After 
several months in Nijkerk, Simone spent 1 to 2 nights with the Sluiter family who brought 
Simone to Ciel Loots’ house in Amersfoort. After some time at Ciel’s house, Simone and another 
child in the house, Bela, were sent to a farm in Amersfoort. Simone returned to Ciel’s house 
later, but Bela did not. There were more people in the house over the course of the war: Mimi, 
Lineke, Janneke, Dori, Joost, Mickie, Bettie, Bettie’s mother, Miep Sneller, Esther Bos, Frank 
Rosen, Oom Han, Wim, Ferrie, and Jan.  
There was also a married couple living in Ciel's house in the beginning of the war, who later 
went to Westerbork.   
During the war, Simone remembers her neighborhood electricity being shut off, but Ciel 
learning to turn the electricity on for their house only; trees in a forest across from her house 
being cut down by neighbors to use for fuel; not being allowed to have radios, but having 5 
radios hidden in the house so that Ciel could listen to English radio in the evening; being able to 
hear prisoners of war walk past Ciel’s house to Kamp Amersfoort and the children giving up 
their breakfast to give to the prisoners; being too young to need false identification papers, but 
Mickie and Bettie having false identification papers and fake names; hiding in the basement 
while bombs fell in the grass field outside Ciel’s house; watching planes shot down in the air 
above the Soesterberg military airport; struggling to eat during the Hunger Winter but surviving 
off eggs from a chicken coop, sugar beets, and food and ration cards received from a vegetable 
man on Leusderweg who was connected to the Dutch Resistance; Dina van der Geld coming to 
the house daily to clean; and Wim joining Ciel’s household because a gas tank fell onto his 
house and caused a fire, killing his mother.   
After the war, Simone last remaining family member, an uncle from Amsterdam, picked her up 
from Ciel’s house. Simone’s aunt and her aunt frequently hitchhiked to Antwerp. Simone 
returned to Ciel’s house when returning from Antwerp while transferring stations via 
Amersfoort. In Ciel’s house after the war, Simone remembers there being up to sixteen children 
living there at one time; having two housekeepers, Ida and Betsie; and interacting with social 
work interns who supported the school that Ciel ran. Simone lived in Ciel’s house for roughly 10 
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years, leaving to study speech language pathology and start her own practice in Tilburg, still 
staying in contact with Ciel who sent a child, Ellie, to live with Simone for 6 months. Simone 
remained in close contact with Ciel and all the people that lived in Ciel’s house during the war.  
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