
Lee Fishman, born in Głębokie, Poland (Hlybokae, Belarus), in 1921; describes her family and homelife; 
living in White Russia, speaking both Russian and Polish; keeping Kosher; working in her father’s bakery; 
learning of Nazi intentions in the Jewish newspaper, The Forward; the outbreak of the war when she is 
18 years old; the Russians coming to her town in 1939, the confiscation of their home and father's 
bakery; the Germans taking over their town in 1941; the differences between Russian and German 
treatment of Jews; the murders of her oldest sister, brother in law and their two children; living in the 
ghetto (no mention of the ghetto name) with her family for one year; Nazis making her father head 
baker; avoiding arrest by hiding in the attic; working for a “good German” as a potato peeler; the “good 
German” feeding and hiding Jewish girls, their eventual murder; her family’s connections to the Jewish 
people hiding in the forest; escaping the ghetto with her family and boyfriend before their arrest; hiding 
in barns during the daylight, walking for two nights; her father being able to navigate the woods at night 
because the surrounding area is his hometown, their location is 50 to 60 miles from Głębokie; reaching 
the forest camp, living there for 3 years with 15-20 other Jewish individuals; her mother refusing to eat 
non-Kosher foods; leaving the forest camp with a group of Russian partisans; their liberation in 1944; 
marrying her husband in a forest compound; moving to husband’s hometown of Postov (Pastavy, 
Belarus) in 1946; her remaining sister dying of dysentery; going to Germany in 1946; living in a displaced 
persons (DP) camp in Ulm, Germany on the Donau river for three years; the birth of her son in the DP 
Camp; immigrating to the United States in August 1949; mother, father and two brothers immigrating to 
the United States; her husband’s passing in 1975 at the age of 55; life in Dayton, Ohio; joining the Beth 
Jacob Synagogue, how her experiences in the Holocaust changed her beliefs. 
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