
HENRY STEEBER 
Summary 
 
Born Heinz Stieber 10/31/1919 Vienna, Austria. Mother and father were first cousins. Father 
was VP of a bank until the Crash in 1929. Not religious, but insisted on a bar mitzvah. Spoke 
German, French and English at home. Lived with grandparents for a while after father lost his 
job. His parent knew Gustav Mahler who converted in order to become head of the Vienna 
State Opera. Assimilated Jews in Vienna were “very antisemitic” against east European Jews. He 
lived in Vienna 1919-31. Father worked in oil business in Bucharest 1929-31. Then they moved 
to Berlin where he attended public school. More antisemitism after Hitler came to power in 
1933. At a camp he had to recite “a Jew has no place in our Folksgemeinschaft,” a line from 
Goebbels, which led to Steeber leaving the camp. He left school in 1936 and went to Macha, 
Austria to attend photography school until 1938. Parents in Germany thought Hitler would not 
last and did not want to leave Germany. At one point he wanted to go to Shanghai but nothing 
came of it. He had an Ecuadorian visa which soon was cancelled. Boycott of Jewish shops began 
1933, enforced by SA. He saw Hitler in Vienna at one point. He says he Knew Lotte Lehman, 
Kurt Weill’s wife. His photography school was very Nazified and when he met an old professor 
after the war, he told Henry his only regret was that Henry survived. Anschluss began 3/14/38 
and he was able to avoid scrubbing the streets as other Jews were forced to do. Nuremberg 
Laws put in force. He returned to Berlin in the summer of 1938. On Kristallnacht he saw 
windows smashed and synagogues burning. Father fired from job soon thereafter while he 
worked training photographers. After the war started, he was sent to a farm but was allergic 
enough he was sent back to Berlin where he went to work for Siemens winding and soldering 
wire. Henry had been involved with the Kulturbund in the Jewish community and later with 
Betar which also involved Menachem Begin (unclear how). Parents deported 1942. He left his 
rooming house minutes before the Gestapo came for him and made his way back to Vienna 
where he stayed briefly with his grandparents’ maid. He went to Parendorf, Austria near the 
Hungarian border to the family of his uncle’s non-Jewish wife. Then back to Vienna 6/42-2/44 
where he hid. He worked in a studio making ceramic plates and sold cigarettes and saccharine 
on the black market. He got an ID card from a friend and this card was used to forge other 
documents by friend, Gustav Frei. A concierge he lived with was denounced by a neighbor and 
sent o Bergen-Belsen. Henry then went over the border into Hungary where he was interned by 
the police for 2 weeks in a camp run by the Jewish community in the Jewish section of 
Budapest. Then transferred to a Hungarian camp in Csorgo run by the police. 
 
On 5/10/44 he was transported to Auschwitz, but he jumped off the train in Poland, breaking 
his hip and shoulder. He was arrested by the SD but claimed he was an Englishman named 
Henry Brook as he spoke fluent English. Instead of Auschwitz, he was hospitalized in Kosice for 
surgery for 2 months. Then sent to a prison in Kassa for 10 days. Interrogated several times by 
the Gestapo but they never checked out his story. On 7/20/44 he was taken to Budapest and 
then Vienna and on to Prague to Pankraz prison for 6-8 weeks. Then transported back to Berlin 
with Russian prisoners to a Gestapo prison run by Haufstaffenfuhrer Dobberke. Put in a bunker 
until 12/44, then into a cell. Some prisoners taken to Auschwitz but he told Dobberke he was 
English and he was taken out f the group. Eventually sent to Theresienstadt 2/45 where he 
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worked in the hospital where he obtained a little extra food. Camp the in turmoil as Russians 
approached. After Russians came, he went by truck to Prague, all the while speaking English to 
maintain false identity which he kept until arriving in the UK later on. Eventually, he got back to 
Vienna where he got an apartment. He wanted to go to London where he had an uncle. He 
went to Pilsen, Czechoslovakia to the British consulate and got paperwork to get to London and 
then to a camp in Wimbledon. He was interrogated by Scotland Yard and then deported back to 
Prague and then on to Vienna where he got a job as storekeeper/manager at the officers’ mess 
in the American zone. He tried to find people he knew but many sent to Riga and killed. 
Grandmother sent to Theresienstadt. In 1946, he went to the JDC and got a job as secretary to 
the director, Joe Silver whom he later claimed was corrupt. Worked also as a photographer 
taking pictures in DP camps. He put together a booklet called “My Child” for DP’s with children. 
He stayed with the JDC until 1949. 
 
In 11/49, he came to NYC on the SS General J. H. McCray, arriving on Thanksgiving. He got a job 
as a baby photographer for 2 months and then a job delivering coffee and lunches for 2-3 
months. With a partner he opened a food delivery service on Wall St. which they ran for 3 
years. Then he sold his half of the business and went to school for hotel administration for 
2years and then worked at the Hotel New Yorker. Then got a job in Canton, OH in 1956 as a 
catering steward in a hotel which closed in 1/57. Then on to Dayton and the Miami Hotel. He 
met Louise Samuels and married in 1958. Then he got a job in Aruba as executive assistant 
manager of a hotel until ~1966. Then back to Dayton briefly and on to Puerto Rico to manage 
the Flamboyant Hotel in 1967. In 1969 he established Henry Steeber Associates, a consulting 
firm in the Caribbean area until 1970 when he returned to Dayton. He has a son, James, Born 
2/16/62. US citizen since 1955. 
 
He states he was always fearful during the war but was a risk taker and only worried about 
himself. Now (1979) he is an agnostic but says he has solidarity with Jews. 
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