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Jerry was born in 1922 in a small town in Poland He had 3 brothers and 2 older sisters who lived 
in Lodz. His father owned a small dry goods store and the family was very orthodox. There was 
little relationship with non-Jews in the town. Jerry spent 2 years in New York between 1937-
1939 where he was learning weaving, but he came back a few months before war was declared. 
 The Germans occupied the town in September 1939. The Jews weren’t able to get 
kosher food and could only sell to other Jews. Jerry’s family was thrown out of their house and 
had to stay with relatives and friends.  They had to give up any guns and radios. They were 
made to sweep the streets on Rosh Hashanah. On March 10 many of the Jews were marched to 
the railroad station; that was the last time he ever saw his parents. 
 Jerry was sent to a number of different labor camps. The first was Gross Masselwitz 
where they inmates were able to get food and letter from home and got decent food. They 
worked 11 hours a day in very hard labor. After 18 months, in 1941, he was sent to another 
camp near Breslau-Neukirch, to make work on the railroad track from Breslau to Berlin. This 
camp was much worse. Terrible food, mean SS guards; many people died. But some Jews 
married to non-Jews were allowed to go back to their homes at night.  From there Jerry went to 
a camp Markstädt, a bigger camp, where he worked at the Krug factory digging holes. Then he 
went to Ludwigsdorf where they made powder for anti-aircraft guns. This was the first camp 
where he saw Jewish women. He actually met his future wife in Gross Rosen camp when she 
was 13. In this camp, where there were approximately 22,000 prisoners, he worked in a big 
textile factory for about 6 months. There was no hot water, no change of clothes during this 
time.  
 Jerry describes this time as very chaotic as the allies began to close in. The last camp he 
was in before being liberated was Dachau. There they received 2 pieces of bread a day. They 
could see the chimneys from the crematoria. Liberation came on April 25. The Red Cross came 
into camp and started giving them food and cigarettes. The Germans had run away. At this time 
Jerry said he weighted about 90 pounds and could hardly walk. After a while the Jews were sent 
to Munich, and most did not want to return to Poland. 
 Jerry never found out what exactly happened to his parents but he was told they were 
sent to Treblinka. His sisters were killed, probably in Lodz ghetto. He learns that 2 of his 
brothers had survived. Jerry couldn’t grasp liberation at first. He decided to go to American 
while his brothers chose to go to Palestine.  Jerry first went to New York and then settled in 
Atlanta in 1953 where he bought a grocery store. He eventually married in Israel and then 
brought his wife back to America. She was a second cousin who went to Israel with her 
surviving mother and siblings. 
 Jerry and his wife have never been back to Europe. For a long time, they couldn’t talk 
about their experiences with their 2 children. Jerry’s wife always had problems because of her 
experiences in the camps, and she had a breakdown in 1965.  Jerry also still has nightmares 
about his experiences. 
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