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Summary 
 
Mr. Ervin Biener was born in 1933 into a Jewish family. They converted to Christianity in 1938 at 
the Hungarian version of Lutheran Church (Evangélikus Egyház). Upper middle-class upbringing, 
attended a Lutheran High School. Father died in the Hungarian forced labor service (Munka 
Szolgalat). Survived with Christian papers.  He was hidden at monastery of the Salesian Order. 
 
In September 1945 Mr. Biener was admitted in the Sztehlo’s children republic ( 
gyerekköztársaság) which was also called Gaudiopolis. Pastor Sztehlo was Lutheran 
(Evangelikus) himself but the children came from various religious background. Mr. Biener 
learned Lutheran hymns and played the organ at the Sunday services. He attended high school 
outside of Gaudiopolis. He claims that he was not a “citizen” of Gaudiopolis, he has no 
documents to prove it, he just lived there until he was united with his mother in 1947. 
 
He escaped from Hungary to Austria. On January 25, 1950 after the communist government 
closed the borders a year earlier. In 1951 he emigrated to Canada where he worked for JOINT. 
He attended the University of Toronto from  1952 to 1958 and got a degree in Philosophy. Post 
grad studies in Germany at the Heidelberg University in 1962. 
 
Pastor Sztehlo had a great influence on him during his whole life. At Gaudiopolis the first time 
in  his life he felt to be a member of a community with a role of overseeing younger children. 
Pastor Sztehlo gave a lot to the community, he was revered and appreciated. He  translated the 
famous Soviet pedagogue Makarenko’s book to Hungarian (Uj Ember Kovacsa) and every 
evening he read to the children. 
 
Pastor Sztehlo was always in the background of  Mr. Biener’s life. His outlook on life,  and his 
spirituality was greatly guided by what he experienced at Gaudiopolis. He learned from Pastor 
Sztehlo that community is important at the same time he recognized the importance of 
independent thinking. 
 
 Mr. Biener remembers an episode that happened at Gaudiopolis. There was a small 
“revolution.” by the younger children against the older ones who were very cliquish. He 
mentioned the name of some of the older children: Horvath Adam, Szabo Gyurka, Duro Bandi, 
Weingruber Pista and someone by the name of  Csopi neni (aunty) 
 
Mr. Biener published a book: The Friendly Gestapo Man. It’s about his own life in a small village 
outside Salzburg Austria in 1950. He and his mom befriended a woman whose husband was 
Gestapo officer. He did not know that the Bieners were Jewish and he taught Mr. Biener riding 
a bicycle.  
 
Mr. Biener does not practice any religion today, he is agnostic and he respects all religions. He 
thinks that religion had no influence on his life but the spirit of Pastor Sztehlo always inspired 
him. 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection




