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Magelnitskiy, Yakov 
 
1.01 Born in Vitebsk in 1928. When war broke out, family consisted of Yakov, two 

sisters and the mother. Father had died two months earlier. 
 
1.02 When war began he, younger sister and mother went to Shumilina, where 

mother’s sister lived, even though this was west of Vibebsk, closer to German 
advance. Mother believed Germans would not mistreat Jews because they had not 
donw so in 1914. 

 
1.04 In July, Jews moved to western edge of Shumilina. Mother told him to leave area. 

He began to wander from place to place. Jews in Shumilina later all killed, he 
heard. 

 
1.03[?] Describes various places he stayed. 
 
1.17 Meets Soviet partisans, who refuse to take him into unit because he is too young. 

But he tells Partisans he can be useful because he knows some German. They 
agree to take him into unit. Stayed with partisans until 1944. In Opochka 
Rasoniye, Seronina [phonetic]. 

 
1.19 In 19144, Soviet army reached area, and he joined army. Was a driver. Served 

until 1951 in the Far East of the USSR> 
 
1.20 Interviewer asks to return to details about Yakov’s family. Mother was a laborer 

in a furniture factory. Father, Ruvin, was a shoemaker. Basically, a poor family. 
Lived in a small apartment in a large house owned by relatives. Father died of TB 
before war. Mother and younger sister later shot in Shumilina ghetto. Older sister 
survived and is now in the US. 

 
[Break] 
 
2.00 Discusses family life before war. Interviewers ask about family’s religious life. 
 
2.05 Discusses outbreak of war. He was at a Pioneer camp in the countryside near 

Vitebsk. Had just finished the 5th class in school. All children immediately sent 
home. Found house burning. All of town burning. 

 
2.11 Stoires began to circulate shortly after war began about killing of Jews. 
 
2.19 Discusses organization of ghetto in Shumilina. People crowded into about 10 

houses in July 9f 1941. Later, he heard that all were shot in November. Local 
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police guarded area. Traded belongings with people outside ghetto for food. 
Germans came into ghetto very rarely. 

 
[Break] 
 
3.00 Discusses final day before he left ghetto. Mother persuaded him to go. Discusses 

wandering around, staying in different places, barns. People generally helpful, but 
didn’t allow him to stay for long periods – although he stayed with one family in 
Pyatnitskoye for about a year, beginning in the winter of 1941. A child from the 
village told the police that he was Jewish. One of the family members was then 
beaten by the police and Magilnitskiy decided to leave. 

 
3.16 Describes again how he joined partisans – in the fall of 1942. Did various jobs. 
 
3.25 Describes how unit escaped from German encirclement. 
 
[Break] 
 
4.05 Discusses partisan life. He was, variously, a messenger, a look-out, a cook, 

general helper. Out of ‘thousands’ of partisans in his brigade [Tershov brigad] 
only 850 remained alive at the time they were able to link up with Soviet forces in 
1944. 

 
4.14 Discusses life in army after Soviets reached Viebsk area. Everyone in army units 

knew about destruction of ghettos, killing of Jews and Soviet POW’s. Finished 
war in China, where his unit had been sent from Germany to fight against Japan – 
just before war ended. 

 
 
       END OF TAPE 
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