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Kaplan, Samuil Mordokhovich 
 
 
1.00 Born  1924 in Uzda, Minsk oblast – a  town about 65 km from Minsk. About 

2500 Jews lived in the town – about 80% of the population. 
 
1.02 Discusses early family life. Father was a shoemaker. 
 
1.10 Discusses outbreak of war June 22, 1941. Jewish refugees from war in Poland 

who were in Minsk area immediately tried to evacuate toward the east when the 
heard news of German attack on USSR. They understood better than the local 
Jews about what to expect from Germans. 

 
1.15 Kaplan and father were in Minsk when war broke out. Returned on food to Uzia. 

Found that local party leader, head of local kolkhoz had all left. Kaplan and 
family got in their horse-drawn wagon and go to Shatsk – it was June 27 or 28. 
Germans soon arrived. Family returned to Uzia. 

 
1.26 Local occupation administration established. Shoe maker who had worked with 

Kaplan’s father became a policeman. Some people were brought in from Poland 
to work in administration. 

 
1.27 July 9 announced that Jews had to move into ghetto. Men put to work – cleaning 

horses, repairing. 
 
[break] 
 
2.02 Police began to shoot some Jews who had been Communist Party members. 

Police also took food, warm clothing. 
 
2.03 July 18 ghetto surrounded by police – he and family called out by guards. Other 

families also called out – all specialists who could work. Others were killed. 
Specialists were moved to other houses and kept for a while under house arrest. 

 
2.08 Father and Samuil working in shoe factory. Helped by German sergeant for whom 

he made shoes. 
 
2.18 Feb. 1942.  Kaplan family and other specialists taken by truck to Minsk ghetto. 
 
2.20 Kaplan warned that there would be ‘pogrom’ in ghetto on March 2, 1942. He hid 

in second story of destroyed building and saw how Germans killed people in the 
streets. 
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2.24 Kaplan’s father working outside the ghetto at the time. His younger brother 
managed to run and hide. Mother also survived. But his sister was shot. 

 
[break] 
 
3.00 Jews from Hamburg brought to neighboring ghetto. Kaplan talked with some of 

them. They believed they would not be shot, but all in fact were killed. 
 
3.14 Describes running away from snow-clearing detail and returning to ghetto home. 
 
3.18 Discusses Stalinist purges of the 1930’s. 
 
3.20 Discusses work in shoe factory outside of Minsk ghetto. 
 
3.25 In 1943 Germans began killing residents of various houses. Kaplan realizes that 

Germans intend to liquidate entire ghetto. 
 
3.26 Belorussian children often worked in ‘guides’, helping Jews out of ghetto and 

leading to safe places. Had to be paid. Kaplan arranges to pay a guide with some 
cartridges he had managed to steal. 

 
[break] 
 
3.30 20 June 1943 escapes with 16 other persons. Left city on foot. 
 
[break] 
 
4.01 Reaches partisan unit. Discusses activities with partisans, beginning with German 

attack on partisans day after he arrived in unit. 
 
4.16 After killing of German commander Kube, order given to destroy Minsk ghetto. 

At this point, many people from Minsk area joined Kaplan’s partisan unit. 
Commander of Kaplan’s unit was one Boyko, a Jew now [at time Kaplan video 
made] in Israel. Names other Jews in unit. 

 
4.23 After war worked four years in NKVD. Quit in 1948. worked later in food 

industry. Had 3 children. 
 
 
             END OF TAPE 
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