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Golub, Semyon 
 
1.00  Semyon Mikhaylovich Golub, born in Minsk in 1925. Two older brothers. Grew  
 speaking Yiddish at home. Attended Belorussian school. Began work in 1940 in 
 metal works. Middle brother went into army 1940. 
 
1.08 Talks in greater detail about early family life. 
 
[break] 
 
2.00  More on early family life. 
 
2.06 Discusses beginning of war in Minsk – bombing. Few days later, family left 
Minsk,  

but didn’t get far because trains not running. Returned to city. Father and some 
other relatives taken into army. In August of 1941 his father was killed at the 
front. 
Germans enter Minsk. All Jews concentrated in ghetto. 

 
2.10 Older brother, who was in army, had been captured by Germans, escaped, 

returned to Minsk and joined family in ghetto. Told them Germans would kill all 
Jews. He gathered arms, prepared hiding place, forged documents. Prepared place 
that would hold 15 places. 

 
2.16 Describes life in ghetto. 
 
2.20 Talks about agonizing issue of what to do with young children or people who 

have chronic cough who alert Germans to the presence of people in a hiding 
place. 

 
2.22 Men in family had weapons; older brother taught them how to shoot. Hid in 

refuge during major ‘pogrom’ on Nov. 7, 1941. 
 
2.23 After pogrom, escape from ghetto and begin efforts to join partisans. 
 
2.26 Join partisans. A Jewish unit is formed – called ‘Lapidus’. 
 
[break] 
 
3.00 Describes partisan operation he and brother took part in. 
 
3.02 Says that partisan leaders and political lectures never mentioned Jews in ghetto or 

considered possibility of freeing them. 
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3.04 Discusses other operations he participated in. 
 
3.13 Middle brother, in the partisans, killed in 1943. 
 
3.14 Discusses various partisan movements, operations. 
 
[break]   
 
4.02 Interviewer asks him about family’s first days in ghetto in 1941. 
 
4.05 Discusses how brother escaped as POW from Germans and came to ghetto and 

began to organize resistance. 
 
4.14 First days among partisans after leaving ghetto in November 1941. 
 
4.24 Discusses partisan methods of recruitment. Involved at times force and threats. 
 
[break] 
 
5.00 Continues to discuss partisan activities. 
 
5.12 His unit with regular troops in 1944. In interim learned that mother had been 

killed in ghetto. 
5.15 Older brother killed in East Prussia in 1945. Golub joins army. 
 
    END OF TAPE 
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