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Oral history interview with Frode Jakobsen 
 
Summary 
 
Frode Jakobsen, the founder of Denmark’s Freedom Council, describes, in resisting, Denmark 
needed to gain self-respect and show that it could contribute a small part in securing its 
freedom from Nazism. He first learned about Nazism in the late 1920s and early 1930s when 
biking to Rome and Paris through Germany as a poor student, describing it as so contrary to all 
that he believed in and loved that he no choice but to oppose it. When Germany invaded in 
1940, this belief was boosted by the publication of his first book, about philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzsche and his fight against Christianity.    
 
Jakobsen goes on to mention:  

• Henrik Kaufmann, a Danish diplomat, and his decision to oppose his own government.   
• The active start of his own resistance, sparked when he spoke with John Christmas 

Møller, who was one of the few who had called for Denmark to resist Germany’s 
invasion. Many people he contacted to join him preferred to follow their own 
government confining their resistance to newspapers. Disagreeing, he began to resist 
both his own government and the Germans. 

• The Danish Nazi party, which he dismisses as insignificant, included only ambitious 
politicians who couldn’t make it elsewhere. He said Germany had no respect for Danish 
Nazi leader, Frits Clausen, as it didn’t seek to make him Prime Minister as it had done 
with Quisling in Norway.  

• The issues that arose after Denmark joined the Anti-Comintern Pact at Germany’s 
behest. Since this officially made Denmark an enemy of the Soviet Union, concern 
existed toward the war’s end that Soviet troops would invade Denmark. Representing 
the Freedom Council, he met with the Soviet ambassador in Stockholm.  

• The insignificance of a man thought to sympathize with the Nazis, Erik Scavenius.  
• The role of the king as simply a symbol with no role in the resistance.  
• The important symbolism of Vilhelm Buhl, who as Prime Minister, advocated resistance.  
• Some sabotage attempts, especially the disruption of rail shipments of German troops in 

Denmark to France to resist the Normandy invasion, as the most significant.  
• How they obtained their weapons, starting with stealing them from drunk German 

soldiers and advancing to aircraft drops.  
• Their general avoidance of shooting German troops, though they did shoot informers 

under two conditions: that they knew about the Resistance and were willing to tell the 
authorities. In the post-war government, he investigated the various killings, which were 
about 600, of which the Resistance killed about 480. 

• Captured resistance fighters were generally shot or sent to concentration camps. 
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• Describes as inaccurate that the Freedom Council was formed only in response to the 
resignation of the government in August, 1943. He states that it was formed more as a 
middle ground between rigid communist, government ministers dominated by the 
Germans, and conservative parties.  

• The role of Dr. Werner Best.  
• The role of Mr. Koch in gaining funds for the Freedom Council secretly from Danish 

government coffers.  
• The persecution of the Jews as first arising in part from the ongoing sabotage campaign 

after the government resigned in 1943. His wife was half Jewish, but she didn’t want to 
leave, nor would her parents who were also Jewish, though they eventually did. In 
rescuing Jews, he didn’t consider it helping people who were Jews, so much as simply 
helping other Danes.  

• The Schalburg Corps, who as fervent anti-communists, cooperated with the Nazis.   
• The controversy at war’s end whether Denmark should gain back part of the Schleswig 

region that they had lost to Germany in 1864, and Denmark’s membership in the United 
Nations. Jakobsen declined to represent Denmark in San Francisco in favor of Henrik 
Kaufmann, who was more familiar with the United States and its officials.  

• He declined to escape to Sweden due to his central role in the Freedom Council.  
• Described the tensions between the Danish Government and the Freedom Council, and 

that Danish police arrested more resisters than the Germans. 
• At the war’s end, to help avoid the type of civil war that other countries experienced, he 

was one participant in a 50-50 government as a Social Democrat.  
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